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Policies of Exclusion 
For Czechs and Slovaks 

Prague Law 
Limits Rights 
Of Gypsies 


Democracy 
Seen at Risk 
In Bratislava 


By Stephen Kinzer 

New Vork Tones Service 

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia — When 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany 
delivered a speech about Europe's future 
this month, he called for enlargement of 
the European Union and suggested three 
candidates: Hungary, Poland and the 
Czech Republic. 

Mr. Kohl’s list was notable for a con- 
spicuous omission. 

Slovakia, which he once cited as a 
candidate, is no longer on his 


By Jane Perlez 

New York times Service 


Recent events in Slovakia have led 
Western governments to complain with 
unusual force that this country is failing 
to live up European standards of democ- 
racy. Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar 
and his allies have responded by accusing 
foreign governments of seeking to threat- 
en and intimidate them. 

“I’m not sure they’re aware of the fact 
that they're slowly being pushed aside,'* 
said Frandsek Sebej, who was chairman 
of the foreign relations committee in die 
Czechoslovak Parliament from 1990 un- 
til the country split apart at the end of 
1992, and who now belongs to a small 
opposition party in Slovakia. 

“We are becoming an authoritarian 
country run by people with no ideology, 
just an insatiable hunger for power,*’ he 
said. “The word fascism doesn’t fit, but 
this is becoming an intolerant, highly 
centralized nationalist state.*’ 

Western diplomats say Mr. Meciar’s 
government is seeking to consolidate its 
power with undemocratic tactics. 

The civil service and the government- 
tun television system, for example, have 
been purged of people suspected of be- 
ing insufficiently loyal. Judges who are 
considered unreliable have found their 
budgets cut. Members of Parliament 
from the opposition Democratic Union 
are being threatened with expulsion on 
the ground that their election petitions 
included invalid signatures. 

Political loyalty has also become a 
factor in handing out federal subsidies to 
local governments. In the capital, 
Bratislava, many street lights are dark at 
night. Local officials say the city cannot 
pay its electric bills because Mr. Meciar 
is withholding funds to punish voters for 
choosing an opposition mayor. 

Several draft laws now circulating 
among members of Parliament, all of 
which would centralize more power in 
Mr. Meciar’s hands, have also caused 
concern in the West. 

One proposal would reduce autonomy 
at universities, another would make it 
more difficult for the Constitutional 
Court to declare laws unconstitutional, a 
third would restrict the activities of pri- 
vate organizations and a fourth would 
punish citizens who make negative state- 
ments about the country that they cannot 
prove to be true. 

Two opposition figures. Peter Toth, a 
journalist, and Frantisek Mokiosko, 

See SLOV AKIA, Page S 


PRAGUE — Nearly three years ago, 
Verona Siobodnikova suddenly feh like 
a foreigner in her own country. A well- 
thumbed red Czechoslovak identity 
card, with its faded black-and-white pho- 
to, no longer gave her the rights accorded 
to citizens because the country split in 
two at the start of 1993. 

“I can’t go to a doctor and get it 
for by the state like I used to," said 
Siobodnikova, who was bom in Slovakia 
but has lived in Prague since childhood. 
“I can't apply for a job. They ask you in 
the fust meeting at the job center for your 

Theoi^caOy 3 ^ she could apply for 
Czech citizenship. But Mrs. Slobocmiko- 
va has found that becoming a citizen all 
over again is not so easy. A 1993 law says 
she must renounce her Slovak citizenshi p 
and meet stiff new requirements for 
Czech citizenship that some human rights 
advocates assert are the most discrim- 
inatory in Europe since World War H 

The Czech Republic is viewed in the 
West as a bastion of tolerance and lofty 
ideals, a country feat has most easily 
made the transition from communism to 
democratic values. 

But European and U.S. lawmakers 
have criticized the Czech government 
for a law that they say appears to have 
been written with the idea of depriving 
citizenship to Gypsies, the largest ethnic 
minority m the Ciecb Republic. 

A Czech human rights group, the Tol- 
erance Foundation, has estimated that at 
least 20,000 Gypsies, about a tenth of the 
country's Gypsy population, have been 
excluded from Czech citizenship since 
1993. 

In a letter to President Vaclav Havel, 
the Organization for Security and Co- 
operation in Europe described the cit- 
izenship law as “instituting what may be 
the largest denaturalization in Europe 
since the World War II period.*’ 

The law has meant that many Gypsies 
cannot take part in the country’s pri- 
vatization program or reclaim property 
confiscated by the Communists. Those 
without citizenship are barred from vot- 
ing or holding public office and are rou- 
tinely denied social benefits in this coun- 
try of 10.5 million people. 

Social workers say these restrictions 
further penalize a largely impoverished 
group that suffers dally from being re- 
fused service at bars and restaurants and 
prevented from renting apartments. 

The discriminatory practices here are 
particularly serious, says the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for Refugees, 
because they set a precedent for other 
nations contemplating stringent citizen- 
ship requirements as a way of excluding 
people for ethnic or religious reasons. 

“Citizenship legislation based on eth- 
nicity is the worst thing happening in 
Europe and it's being done in the cloak of 
democracy because international law is 

See GYPSIES, Page 5 



A group of American soldiers ankle-deep in mud conferring on movements along the Sana River in Bosnia Wednesday. 


Phil Gramm’s Uphill Fight to Stay Even 

The Tenacious Texan Chases Dole and the Nomination 


■ By Sara Howe Verbovek 

■ New York Tunes Service • 

FLAGSTAFF, Arizona — There is a 
kind of offbeat charm in the roguish self- 
deprecation of William Philip Gramm, the 
Texas senator who wants to be the next 
president of the United States. 

Campaigning in Phoenix recently, Mr. 
Gramm was introduced to 2V6-year-old 
Leah Clark, a dazzling little towhead, by 
her proud parents. “I had a girlfriend once 
named Leah," drawled Mr. Gramm, tick- 
ling the toddler under the chin. “She 
dumped me!’’ 

Phil Gramm’s style may or may not 
captivate the voters. But for the most part 
Mr. Gramm, who a colleague once said was 
“charismaticaily challenged” and whom 
Texas Monthly magazine described as a 
man with “fee round, wizened face of a 
snapping turtle,” never planned to win the 
presidency wife a charm offensive any- 
way. 

Instead, he has tried to storm his way to 
the Republican nomination wife fee twin 
bludgeons of an unbendingly conservative 
economic message and an enormous cam- 
paign war chest 

Now, though, wife the 5 3 -year-old sen- 
ator having dearly failed to build any air of 


mevitabitityabeHtfrisown nomination, his 
campaign emphasizes a less ambitious 
proposition: feat there is nothing inevitable 
about fee nomination of the front-runner. 
Bob Dole. “We’re where we want to be," 
he insisted in an interview. “I said at the 
outset of the year that the point was to 
establish Phil Gramm as the viable con- 
servative alternative to Bob Dole. We have 
achieved that’* 
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But several state and national pedis sug- 
gest that at least three other Republican 
challengers can lay claim to the mantle of 
Mr. Dole's chief rival or, perhaps more 
accurately, that none of them can. Mr. 
Gramm is stuck in a crowd. 

So, rather than dueling wife Mr. Dole 
head-on, fee Texas senator rattles off fee 
reasons that he should be taken more se- 
riously than fee rest 
• Lamar Alexander, former governor of 


Tennessee; ^“Nompnqrznoaiessa^c.'’ 

• Steve Forbes,' fee multimillionaire: 
“People are not going to vote for Forbes; 
he’s not plausible." 

• Pat Buchanan, the political commen- 
tator “He’s a protest vote against Dole. If 
I convince people that I have a chance of 
beating Dole, they’ll desert Buchanan in 
droves.” 

The essence of Mr. Gramm’s strategy 
remains unchanged: finish close enough to 
Mr. Dole in the fowa caucuses and the New 
Hampshire primary to establish himself as 
die prime alternative, then overpower Mr. 
Dole in a string of more conservative 
Southern and Western state primaries that 
follow. 

Mr. Gramm dismisses his standing well 
below Mr. Dole, insisting that they are 
largely based on name recognition and feat 
a truer reflection of fee race is his victories 
in straw polls of party activists, events oo 
which he has lavished far more money than 
any other candidate bat which be says 
demonstrate the grass-roots strength and 
o rganizati on of his campaign 

Still, by this point in the campaign, Mr. 
Gramm had clearly hoped to be spending 
most of his time building the case against 

See GRAMM, Page 4 


Serbs Accused 
Of Trying to 
Wreck Peace 
Over Sarajevo 

Request to Postpone 
City’s Reunification 
Denounced as a Ploy 


C*K&l*dbjOirSkGFn»*Dts(iachtt 

WASHINGTON — The foreign min- 
ister of the Muslim-led Bosnian govern- 
ment accused fee Bosnian Serbs on 
Wednesday of trying to scuttle the Balkan 
peace plan through delayed reunification 
of Sarajevo under Muslim rule. 

The Serbian leadership “sees the issue 
of Sarajevo as a way to break fee back of 
fee peace agreement,’’ Foreign Minister 
Muhamed Sariibey said at his embassy 
here! 

He said Bosnian Serbian leaders were 
hoping to derail the U.S. -brokered pact that 
formally eaded the war on Dec. 14 “for fee 
simple reason feat the road to peace means, 
for many of them, a one-way ticket out of 
political office or, more importantly, a one- 
way ticket to The Hague." ' 

The Hague is the site of the International 
War Crimes Tribunal! which has charged 
fee Bosnian Serbian military commander, 
Ratko Mladic, and the civilian leader, 
Radovan Karadzic, wife war crimes. 

Warring factions, meanwhile, seemed 
set to meet fee deadline for pulling back 
from confrontation points, but the peace- 
keepers’ deployment has been disrupted 
because of flash floods that hit a French 
Foreign Legion camp. 

The White House indicated Wednesday 
that it would respond positively to a NATO 
request to install U.S. radar around Sara- 
jevo to replace British and Dutch radar 
being moved to northwestern Bosnia. 

The Washington Post had reported that 
British General Michael Walker, comman- 
der of NATO ground troops, had asked for 
two radar insinuations capable of quickly 
tracing any artillery fire bade to the of- 
fending muzzle to allow for an immediate 
response for any attack on allied farces. 

‘ * We will meet our obligations under the 
integrated NATO plan, aid they have al 
ways talked about counterbattery operation 
being central in and around Sarajevo,’* said 
(he White House spokesman, Michael Mc- 
Cuny. “I leave it to the NATO people to 
talk about die hardware involved." 

The White House spokesman denied 
feat sending the radar would lead to mis- 
sion escalation, wife U.S- troops progres- 
sively exceeding their mandate without 
proper planning, as happened in Somalia in 

Chi Tuesday, Bosnian Serbian leaders 
led to fee commander of fee NATO- 
peace force in Bosnia, U.S. Navy Ad- 
miral Leighton Smith, to postpone the 
scheduled government takeover of Ser 7 
bian-beld districts of Sarajevo. The tran- 
sition is scheduled to be completed in less 
than three months. 

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
rejected the request, which reflected Sec- 
Wan fears of living under Muslim rulejin 
suburbs of a capital shattered by Serbian 
shelling during a tbree-and-a-half-year 
siege. 

In Sarajevo, waning factions seemed set 
to meet a midnight Wednesday deadline 


for pulling back from front-line ftash- 
See BOSNIA, Page 5 


A Japan Kingmaker Who Would Be King 


By Kevin Sullivan 

W'dshtn^tor. Post Service 


TOKYO — Ichiro Ozawa, for years the 
backroom kingmaker of Japanese politics, 
became a likely candidate for prime min- 
ister on Wednesday when he was easily 
elected president of the leading opposition 
( party. 

Mr. Ozawa. 53, defeated former Prime 
Minister Tsutomu Hata by nearly 2 to 1 in 
the race for the presidency of the New 
Frontier Parry, injecting new energy into a 
Japanese political world suffering from a 
lack of direction and leadership. 

“To encourage the healthy development 
of parliamentary democracy and for fee 
stability of Japan in fee 21st century, re- 
form is needed now." Mr. Ozawa said at a 
news conference after his victory. 

Mr. Ozawa’s victory means feat he and 
Ryu taro Hashimoto. 5S, fee tough-talking 
trade negotiator who was elected president 
of Jhe powerhouse Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty in August, are now fee two most prob- 
able candidates (o succeed Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama in the next elections. 
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Those could be held as early as this 
.spring, given the increasing fragility of fee 
left-right ruling coalition grouping the Lib- 
eral Democrats, Mr. Murayama ’s Social 
Democratic Party and a third party. A sur- 
prise prime ministerial candidate could al- 
ways emerge, but the odds-on favorites 
now are Mr. Ozawa and Mr. Hashimoto. 
two of the most controversial politicians in 


Japanese politics. 
Mr. Oa 
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)zawa is considered brilliant and 
visionary by his admirers and tyrannical 
and devious by his critics. While he is 
widely admired for his intellect, his hard- 
charging, authoritarian style has trade ten 
unpopular in many political circles. 

His reputation is similar in many ways to 
feat of Mr. Hashimoto, the prickly trade 
negotiator who took on the United States in 
last summer’s auto trade talks. His tough- 
ness and flamboyance have won Mr. 
Hashimoto as many critics as supporters. 

“I would say Hashimoto and Ozawa are 
both from the same school," said Robert 
M. Orr Jr_ an American business executive 
and political observer in Tokyo. 

Both men teamed their politics in the 
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Liberal Democrats under heavyweights — 
former Prime Ministers Kakuei Tanaka 
and Noboru Takeshi ta, party bosses who 
controlled a powerful faction of fee Liberal 
Democrats. 

“It's a little like two Republicans run- 
ning against each other, but one of them has 
changed parties and is running as a Demo- 
crat,’’ Mr. Ott said. “But it sets up a more 
interesting dynamic than we’ve seen here 
in longtime.” 

Mr. Ozawa last year masterminded die 
merger of nine parties into New Frontier. 
The party was the big winner last summer 
in its first try at national elections. It far 
outdistanced fee Liberal Democrats in 
elections for fee upper house of the Diet, or 
Parliament. 

New Frontier has been criticized for its 
close ties to Soka Gakkai. a lay Buddhist 

See JAPAN, Page 4 



Ichiro Ozawa celebrating in Tokyo. 


AGENDA 


France Conducts 5th Nuclear Test 


PARIS (Reuters) — France staged the 
fifth of its nuclear weapons tests in the 
South Pacific on Wednesday, a Defense 
Ministry spokesman said. 

The spokesman said the underground 
blast, equivalent to less than 30 kuotons 
of conventional explosives, had been 
detonated at the Mimiroa Atoll in French 
Polynesia at 2130 GMT. 

It was die fifth in a series feat broke a 
1992 moratorium on French nuclear test- 
ing. The first took place on Sept. 3, fee 
second on Oct 2, fee third on Oct 27 and 
fee fourth on Nov. 21. 

The United States expressed disap- 
pointment after France announced fee 
latest test. 

“We’re disappointed that France does 
continue to conduct tests,'* Julie Reside 
a State Department spokeswoman, said 


in Washington, “We have supported a 
temporary ban on all nuclear testing and 
would like to see other nuclear powers 
support such a ban as well.' ’ 

President Jacques Chirac has said that 
France will probably conduct six tests, 
two fewer than originally planned. 
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She’s Old (120), but She Drives a Very Hard Bargain 


By Barry James 

International Herald Tribune 


PARIS — When Andrfi-Franpois Raffray bought 
Jeanne Calraent’s apartment 3 1 years ago — with her still 
in it — he had every reason to congratulate himself cm a 
good deal. 

The agreement was that he would pay her 2^00 francs 
(currently $508) a month until she died, on condition that 
he would inherit fee apartment in fee pleasant southern 
town of Aries. Since she was then 90, he gambled that he 
would not have long to wait. 
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7% in Arles, died on Christmas Day at 77. 


By final reckoning, he had paid Mrs. Calmcmar least 
three times what the apartment was wrath. 

She tried to console him on her 120th birthday by 
saying, “We all make mistakes in life.” 

Despite this cautionary tale, the popularity of this fonn 
of home-buying shows no sign of disappearing in France, 
It is a long-established custom, known as “viager," or 
“in life." 

Maupassant wrote a short story about it and a movie 
called “Le Viager” appeared in 1971 . 

Ghoulish though the practice may be, some of fee 
stories of elderly widows cheating dealh while capitalists 
pray for them to drop dead could be taken right out of 
Balzac. 

The rough rule is feat the older the seller, the higher the 
price and fee monthly ’ ‘rent” fee buyer has to pay while . 


fee occupant is still alive. About 4,500 1 
hands this way every year. But as Mrs. Cahnent's 
longevity proves, the. practice is far from risk-free. 
France has so many centenarians — some 5,000 — that 
fee Social Security system recently had to program its 
computers to recognize people born more that 100 years 
ago. 

Mr. Raffray, a notary accustomed to handling such 
deals, could not have known this in 1965, when he signed 
on to take over Mrs. Caiment's apartment when, and if, 
she died and to pay her the monthly fee for the rest of her 
life. In 1965. only a handful of people made it to 100. 

• Charles de Gaulle was luckier. Or. perhaps, more 
astute. He bought his house in Coloa&ey-lesrDeux- 
Egtises from a widow to whom he also agreed to pay a 
lifelong annuity. She died two years later. 
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State-Sponsored Violence on Trial / Military Defies President and Courts 


Honduras Struggles to Come to Grips With Past 


By Larry Rohter 

New York Turn Service 


T EGUCIGALPA. Honduras — During 
its decade-long “dirty war" against 
suspected guerrilla sympathizers, the 
Honduran military kidnapped, tortured 
and killed dozens of people, confident that die 
armed forces' enduring grip on power meant 
that they would never be held responsible. 

. Now, for the first time, a civilian court has 
charged 10 military officers with those and 
other human rights violations in die 1980s. But 
the commander of the armed forces is openly 
defying the elected civilian president 
• With the commander’s backing, some of the 
indicted officers have gone into hiding, and it 
is not clear whether they will ever be brought 
to justice. 

The struggle has preoccupied this Central 
American country of 5.7 million people for 
months, and threatens to undo a delicate bal- 
ance of power between the military and the 
civilian authorities. 

Like Argentina, Chile and other Latin 
American countries, Honduras has discovered 
just how difficult and dangerous it can be to 
come to grips with the state-sponsored vi- 
olence of its recent past 
; Until December 1993, the human-rights 
abuses of the 1980s and the military’s role in 
them were a taboo subject here. But that 
changed when the government’s commission- 
er for human rights, Leo Valladares Lanza, 
published “The Facts Speak for Them- 
selves," a voluminous study that documented 
the forced disappearance and presumed deaths 
of 184 people. 

In the report, Mr. Valladares said that at 
least 26 clandestine cemeteries were scattered 
around the country and that 100 or more cur- 
rent or former Honduran military officers 
might have been involved in the kidnappings. 

He singled out an elite unit called Battalion 
316, organized and trained with the support 
and advice of the United States and Argentina, 
for the worst abuses. 

Since (hen. the government’s special pros- 
ecutor for human-rights violations, Sonia 
Du bon de Flores, and Judge Roy Medina, 
leader of a judicial inquiry into abuses by the 
military, have been trying to bring those re- 
sponsible to justice. 

In July , to the shock of civilians and soldiers 
alike, the 10 military officers were charged 
with kidnapping and torturing six leftist col- 
lege students in 1982. Unlike most of those 
who disappeared, the students survived. 

“This is the first time in Honduras that a 
civilian court carries out a trial of senior army 
officers," Judge Medina said at die time. ‘ ‘The 
judicial process will run its course, and 1 will 
soon call these nrihtary officers to appear.” 

The Central Intelligence Agency also is 
slowly and belatedly confronting the con- 
sequences of fighting the Cold War in Central 
America. Throughout the 1980s its ties to the 
Honduran military were deep. 



Ei^eac Yirirti tfaaUWTbrNew taATime* 

General Luis Alonso Discua, the Honduran military commander, who has defied efforts to prosecute officers for rights abuses. 


S enior Honduran military officials, in- 
cluding some who oversaw Battalion 
316, went on die CIA payroll, U.S. 
officials said. They were paid for in- 
formation and for their help in the Reagan 
administration's clandes tine war against die 
Sandinista government in Nicaragua and leftist 
guerrillas in El Salvador. 

The CIA’s role in the creation of Battalion 
316 was substantial, framer U.S. and Hon- 
duran military and intelligence officials said. 
General Luis Alonso Discua, commander in 
chief of the Honduran military for the last five 
years, received U.S. training and advice before 
he became die battalion's first commander. 


U.S. officials said the agency instructed the 
battalion's members in purely nonviolent 
means of interrogation and how to spy on 
suspected subversives. But an internal review 
at the agency may unearth harsher facts. 

The director of Central Intelligence, John 
M. Deutch, who ordered the inquiry, has 
called the CIA's work in Honduras an ex- 
ample of “how not to do things." He has not 
decided whether any part of the report, due in 
January, will be made public. 

General Discua has always scoffed at the 
accusations a gains t him and his troops. “I 
don't believe there have been violations of 
human rights in Honduras," he said recently. 
“There was a war between two forces. There 
are many soldiers dead and many civilians 
who died because of terrorist attacks, bomb- 
ings and acts of subversive criminals. This, 
logically, created a problem of extraordinary 
circumstances, as in Guatemala. El Salvador 
and Nicaragua." 

Nevertheless, the military has responded to 
the Honduran government inquiry with in- 
timidation and outright disobedience. 

In August, just after the first indictments 
were announced, General Discua sent ar- 
mored personnel carriers and artillery into the 
streets of the capital and warned: “The aimed 
forces will adopt actions if there is any prob- 
lem of partiality in the courts." 

But Judge Medina plunged ahead and in 
October ordered the detention of three of the 10 
accused, including Colonel Alexander Hernan- 
dez Santos, a framer operations chief of Bat- 
talion 316 who is now inspector general of the 
national police. AO three officers immediately 
dropped out of sight and remain in hiding. 

Instead of ordering his men to surrender to 
tiie judicial authorities. General Discua sup- 
ported their position. “The armed forces do 


not trust the present system of justice." he 
declared. “Hie accused officers will not sub- 
mit to the courts while there is no assurance of 
justice in Honduras." 

The national police, which is under General 
Discua’s command, is supposedly searching 
for the fugitives. 

“We are continuing to look for them, but 
we cannot find them," Danilo Orellana, a 
police spokesman, told Honduran journalists, 
whose newspapers have reported that Mr. 
Hemdndez has taken refuge on a ranch he 
owns and that the other officers are hiding on 
a military base near the capitaL 


P resident Carlos Roberto Reina main- 
tains that he is powerless to prevent 
such defiance. Though nominally in 
charge of the military, the president 
recently expressed concern that any edict to 
hand over the fugitives would be disobeyed 
and, with that, his prestige diminished. 

“Sure, I can order any member of the armed 
forces to do anything," he said on Dec. 4. “Bui 
the problem is that some of them won’t turn up. 
They are out there in hiding somewhere, and the 
order would remain hanging in the air.” 

Judge Medina has received death threats 
and. after two men recently fired on his court- 
house. shouting that he should “come out so 
we can kill him," he reluctantly accepted a 
bodyguard. A security guard for Mr. Val- 
ladares was shot to death. 

"The more you investigate, the more is 
revealed, the more threats there are.” said Dr. 
Ramdn Custodio Ltipez, director of the Hon- 
duran Human Rights Commission. His wife 
was beaten and had acid thrown in her face 
during his efforts to help the inquiry. 

Mr. Custodio, a psychologist, said four re- 
tired sergeants and two informants, all affiliated 


with military intelligence, were killed over a 
two-week period in October. The human rights 


leader said information given to his group 
in dicate d that all six men had been “summarily 
executed” because “they may know a great 
dial about what took place in the 1980s.” 

Government investigators have had only 
marginally better luck in obtaining cooper- 
ation and assistance from the United States. 
Mr. Valladares first wrote to the U.S. Embassy 
here in 1993 asking that U.S. government 
documents about Battalion 316 be declas- 
sified; he reiterated his request in July 1995. 

In October a State Department spokesman, 
Nicholas Bums, said in Washington: “We 
want to provide as much information as pos- 
sible and as quickly as possible," since “our 
aim is to promote better respect for human 
rights and national reconciliation in societies 
like Honduras." 

But in an interview in early December, Mr. 
Valladares said that so far he had not received 
any of die promised information. 

Honduran judicial authorities have insisted 
that two former U.S. ambassadors return to - 
testify under oath. John Negroponte, now fin-: " 
bassador to the Philippines, headed the'UJS. 
mission here at the height of the Central Amer- 
ican conflicts and was succeeded by Chris 
Arcos. now an executive at AT&T. But die 
United States has declined to make either man 
available, invoking diplomatic immunity. 


Coming Up 

Ay economic reforms enrich China's 1 
cities, the disparities between the coastal 
rich and the poor peasants in interior * • 
provinces have become so great that • 
some critics are warning of civil war. ’ 


Fear and Squalor in the Niger Delta Amid Vast Riches of Oil 


By Stephen Buckley 

Washington Post Service 


For all this they blame the 
n Deve 


ULIAKATA, Nigeria — 
Logs and sticks form a path 
over the creeks that weave 
through this tiny village in 
southern Nigeria. After a quar- 
ter-mile, the waters grow black- 
brown. The surrounding land is 
stained a similar color. An acrid 
odor soaks the air. oil. 

Shirtless men, drenched in 
sweat in the hammering 
raidaftemoon heat of the Niger 
River delta, haul buckets of oil 
that eventually will be dumped 
into two roadside tanks, each 
with a capacity of hundreds of 
gallons. One tank is full; the 
other is halfway there. 

When an oil pipeline rup- 
tured last June, villagers say, 
the spill contaminated five 
lakes and two creeks, poisoned 
their fishing ponds and ren- 
dered their farmland virtually 
useless. They say 17 children 
have died since 'the accident 
which they fear contributed to 
the deaths. 


Shell Petroleum Development 
Co. of Nigeria, the dominant oil 
producer in black Africa's most 
populous country. For its part 
Shell blames the government, 
and the people remain caught in 
the middle. 

Uliakata. which lies about 35 
miles (60 kilometers) north- 
west of Port Harcourt, is just 
cme of many areas in the south- 
ern Niger delta whose inhab- 
itants accuse Shell of wrecking 
their environment and failing to 
develop their villages and 
towns. Despite their mineral 
wealth, communities in these 
areas are among Nigeria's 
poorest They endure hundreds 
of oil spills annually and typ- 
ically lack roads, electricity, 
running water, schools and 
medical facilities. 

In recent weeks, human 
rights groups and environmen- 
tal activists have implored Shell 
to leave the West African coun- 
try of 100 million people, 
whose military regime execut- 
ed nine political activists Iasi 


month, igniting worldwide 
anger. 

The activists executed last 
month — among them the play- 
wright and poet Ken Saro-Wi- 
wa — were part of the Move- 
ment for the Survival of Ogoni 
People, or Mosop, which had 
launched a worldwide cam- 
paign against Shell's policies in 
Ogoniland, a region of about 
500,000 people just east of Port 

Harcourt. 

“Shell has not made com- 
munity development a top pri- 
ority, but the problem ultimate- 
ly is with the government.’’ 
said an activist with the Civil 
Liberties Organization in 
Rivers State, which produces 
60 percent of Nigeria’s oil. 
“But the people do not concern 
themselves with that. They only 
know that they are the ones 
suffering.” 

Oil, discovered in Nigeria in 
1956. provides more than 90 
percent of the country's export 
earnings and 80 percent of the 
government's revenues. Nearly 
50 percent of the erode goes to 


the United States, by far Nige- 
ria’s largest oil customer. 

Shell, which produces 50 
percent of this nation's oil and 
began its Nigeria operation in 
the 1950s, is rate of several 
companies that have a share of 
the industry. All are pan of joint 
ventures with the government, 
which holds a stake of 55 to 60 
percent in each partnership. 

Shell's troubles began in 
1990, when Mosop was bora. 
Led by Mr. Saro-Wiwa, the 
group embarked on an inter- 
national campaign to draw at- 
tention to the people in the 82 
communities that make up 
Ogoniland. Mosop sought S10 
billion in reparations from 
Shell. 

From 1985 to 1993. the year 
Shell ceased operations in Ogo- 
niland. that region suffered at 
least 111 oil spills. Pollution 
blighted farmland, forcing 
landowners to grow food in tiny 
plots. Shell asserts that 77 of the 
Ogoni spills resulted from sab- 
otage raid says rite shrinkage in 
farmland is a result of rapid 


population growth. Company 
officials add that they have 
drawn up plans to improve agri- 
culture. schools and roads and 
have begun a scholarship pro- 
gram for Ogoni students. 

Nigerian government offi- 
cials say Ogoniland’s problems 
are common throughout Nige- 
ria and the Niger delta, home to 
some 6 million people. 

They deny that the govern- 
ment has neglected oil-produc- 
ing areas because those com- 
munities. composed of small 


ethnic groups, historically have 
held Iitde political power. 

Bur they do admit neglect. 

“We are trying to redress the 
basic services drat these com- 
munities have been lacking," 
said Colonel Dauda Musa Ko- 
mo, administrator of Rivers 
State, adding that his state has 
just launched a long-term pro- 
gram of 240 public-works pro- 
jects. 

Hostility between oil-pro- 
ducing areas and Nigeria’s 
leaders first bubbled up more 
than two decades ago when the 


government deemed that 
landowners in those regions 
had no ownership rights to 
crude found on their property. 

Until the early 1980s, res- 
idents in those areas received 
virtually no proceeds from 
Nigeria’s oil revenue. In 1982 
the government set the com- 
pensation rate at 1.5 percent for 
oil-producing communities, a 
figure that has since readied 13 
percent 

The government keeps about 
75 percent of the revenues that 
flow from the 2 milli on barrels 
of oil produced daily in Nigeria. 
A barrel of oil currently sells for 
about S17; the government re- 
ceives S12. 

Such facts embitter residents 
of towns such as Oloibiri, a 
community 60 miles west of 
Port Harcourt where oil was 
first discovered in Nigeria. 

A sign proclaims the river- 
side town as “the goose that 
laid the golden egg." but many 
residents, blaming Shell and the 
government, contend that the 
egg proved to be rotten. 
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Ramallah Withdrawal 


: pe° n 


Helps Set Stage for fate 


By Barton Gellman 

Washington-Past Service _ 


-stage for elec- 


JERUSALEM— The last Is- 
raeli Army jeeps polled out of 
RamaDah ahead of schedule on 
Wednesday, leaving Palestini- 
ans in control of nearly all their 
West Bank population centers 
and setting the stage f 
tions Jan. u 

The pullout took place 
against the backdrop of nego- 
tiations between Israel and Syr- 
ia that resumed later Wednes- 
day in the United Stales. 

Ramallah was the last of the 
large cities to be handed over 
before the vote, under a wa- 
tershed agreement signed with 
Israel in September. Given the 
nature of the task — withdrawal 
from occupation of a hostile 
populace and replacement in 
power by former enemies — 
the t ransfer of authority has 
proceeded with uncanny 
smoothness. 

There were no serious ca- 
sualties in the two-month op- 
eration, although the army had 
its dignity bruised from time to 
time .Israeli soldiers had to flee 
Nablus in haste, and some 
Palestinians burned a flag they 
left behind, but in Bethlehem 
local children banded flowers to 
the Israelis as they drove off. 

Ramallah fell between those 
pdes: the Israelis packed up ef- 
ficiently and sped away as flag- 
waving crowds shouting “Sol- 
dier go home!" and youths 
threw a few stones at the trail of 
dost (hey left behind. 

Yasser Arafat's appointed . 
governor of Ramallah, Mustafa 
Issa. known better here as Abu 
Firas, moved swiftly' to. fill the 
vacuum, using the first cohort 
of what will be 1.200 policemen 
to take possession of Israeli po- 
lice and military posts. 

The new arrangements under 
which more than a milli on 
Palestinians will share the West 
Bank with the remaining 
140,000 Jewish settlers have 
not been tested much. But it is a 
notable achievement already 
Him, despite the rnmAor last 
month . of - Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, Israelis and- 
Palestinians h aye; managettforai 
the first time to' make a'ne- 
gotiated timetable stick. 

Aside .from the six major 
cities — Nablus, Qalqilya and 
Tulkarm in addition to Ramal- 


lah, Bethlehem and Jenin , ' 
the Palestinian setf-nfle- au- 
thority has day-to-day edntroi 1 
in hundreds of snixottedhigyiL ; - 
Jages. A seven th crity, -Jericho/ 
has been in Palestinian hmfefa 
since May 1994,"aad3nwtLof • 
Hebron is ro receive setf-mle 
early next yea:: r . 

Israel said Wednesday that it • 
would release more too 1,000 
Palestinian prisoners aetf wedtr 

Israel is believed to be holt ■ 
mg more tiran4.fXXyPafea finia f1 
“security pnsbricre,7 , ^i^^ of 
wham have been convicted of 
violent crimes but many 'of: 
whom have never heed charged - 
with a specific offense; v- 

Ramallah, just Doth of 
Jerusalem, has become a po- 
litical and economic hub for 
Palestinians since the move- 
ment toward self-rule b egan 
The real-estate market is boom^ 
ing; Arab banks are coming in, 
and several senior figures of 
Mr. Arafat’s authority have 
made it their home. 

With Wednesday’s pullout, 
more than 90 percent erf die 
West Bank's Arab population 
has thrown off the major fea- 
tures of a 28-year occupation. 
Israel has agreed, in effect, nev- 
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er to return to .the huge city 
centers, but reserves die “over- 


riding right* 1 to enter any of the. 1 
more than 400 Palestinian vH- 
lages for security reasons. 

■ Peace Talks Resume 


Israel and Syria- resumed 
.their land-for-peace negotia- 
tions near- Queenstown, on 
Maryland's Eastern Shoe, with 
an unusual air of optimum that 
the results this time wiDbepos- ' 
itive, The Associated Press re- 
ported. 

“We hope to bp able to fa- 
cilitate the meeting on a broad 
range of issues.'^ said Gjyn 
Davies, speaking for the State 
Department 

At stake are the futnre of the 
Golan Heights and the prospect 
of relations between the two 
countries that have fought three 
major wars . since Israel’s 
founding in 1948. 

Prime Minister Shimon 
Feres, determined to aocetajgK . 
pdacemaking'w^israefs ; - - 
neighbors, has signaled Res- ; . 
ident Hafez Assad of Syria that •* 
for the right peace terms Syria . 
could recover die border buffer. ; 
zone in its entirety. 
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TRAVEL UPDATE 


Food Drops in Northern Scotland 

LONDON fAP) — Helicopters were dropping emexgency fbod . .. 
on Wednesday to remote towns in northern Scotland, which has 
been hit by tfaie worst mow storms on record. 

All roads remained blocked on the Shetland Islands, wherethe 
local authority declared an emergency on Tuesday. 

Heavy mow and freezing fog also blanketed parts of northern : - 
England and Northern Ireland. 

Bants and Snow Cause Havoc in Spain ■■■ - 

MADRID (AP) — Heavy rains, snow and winds up'tb 90 
kflometers an hour have caused at least four deaths in three days 
while floods have closed highways and slowed traffic through 
muefrof the coMuntty, authorities said Wednesday. . 

Rains are being blamed for fallen trees, cut electricity lines and - - 
overflowing rivers in central and northern regions that have 
flooded farmland and city streets. 

After more than a week of rains, travel advisories continued for ;7 
principal highways and smaller roads. Heavy fog and rams 
hampered port traffic in coastal cities. Towns nearrivers around 
the south-central city of Caceras were put on alert for further 
flooding, according to meteorology officials. - • - -Vi 


Tourism in lodouesia in 1995 will total 4 3 r 

from 4.01 million a year earlier, the minis ter for tourism, 
telecommunications, loop Ave, said. ( Reuters ) 

Troubled by pigeons that get sucked into aircraft engines, 
the Taiwan government said it had barred the raising of the birds v- 
near airports. The Civil Aeronautics Administration said pigeons 
could not be kept within a radius about five kilometers from the _ t 
ends of airport runways. (APf . ^ 
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Brazil’s Tenacious Peasants Win a Key Round in Their Fight for Land 


By Gabriel Escobar 

Washington Post Service 

CARUARU, Brazil — Across 
from the seal path that leads to the 
Normandie estate's imposing 
manor lies a chaotic squatter camp- 
ground whose unsure toots, which 
pass for homes, are made of twigs 
and twine, plastic and paper. Yet the 
camp gives the impression of per- 
manence, since the squatters have 
been here for three years and have 
□o intention of leaving. There is a 
reason for their persistence. 

This camp is a home, but above 
all it is a political statement — a 
powerful one these days here in die 
northeastern stare of Pernambuco 
and throughout Brazil — and the 
appearance of permanence is cru- 
cial to the Struggle. 

Throughout Brazil this year, in 
90 or so settlements like this, thou- 
sands of peasants organized by the 
15-y ear-old Landless Worker 
Movement have been turned into an 
indomitable army of occupation. 

Armed with picks and shovels 


and marshaled by the media-savvy 
national organization, these ragtag 
squadrons have fought off violent 
attempts at evictions, suffered and 
inflicted casualties and in the pro- 
cess have made land reform a sur- 
prising national priority in a country 
in which 1 percent of the population 
owns 45 percent of die privately 
held land. 


In his tent, where a yellow drink- 
ing cup and other homey touches 
bang from the ribs of twigs that hold 
die thing together, 74-year-old Ajr- 
lindo Francisco Versosa has can- 
structed a bed thai could well serve 
as a metaphor for die suddenly in- 
fluential Landless Worker Move- 


ment. 

like the remarkably solid bed, 
which is made of thin rope, slender 
branches and a few stubby limbs, 
the movement itself draws ixs 
strength from assembling the weak- 
est and most plentiful element of 
rural Brazil: the landless peasant. 

That simple formula is about to 
convert Mr. Versosa, a descendant 
of slaves, from foot soldier in the 


movement into unlikely conqueror. 

Any day now, Mr. Versosaand the 
other squatters will receive legal 
right to die land they invaded thrtx 
years ago, a promise made by Done 
other than Brazil’s president, Fer- 
nando Hemique Cardoso. ' 

Such victories mark a significant 
development in Latin Americans’ of- 
ten quixotic quest for agrarian re- 
form, a pursuit that has occraried the 
left in Brazil since the trud-lows and 
has been, to different degrees and at 
dif feren t times, at tire core of rev- 
olutionary movements throughout 
tiie continent, most recently in the 
Mexican state of Chiapas. 

Until tins year, the struggle for 
land reform in Pernambuco, as in the 
rest of Brazil, had been uphill, with 
legal and legislative setbacks obscur- 
ing the few victories. But this year, 

rbel^onfless Weaker Movement dra- 
matically increased its activism 
across Br azil, aggressively occupy- 
ing more land and, for the first tune 
since the early 1960s, forcing the 
issue ODtO tile natinnal agenda. 

Although other important factors 


areat woik here, including a more cent has in effect rewarded lawless- by almost 25 percent across Brazil, landless movement has capitalized 

favorable policy on land reform on ness by awarding land to squatters, this during & period in which die on all of this, weaving together a 

the part of Cardoso, many agree that The peasant movemeal*suggre&- govemmenL respesding to the ,so- potent political argument that it says 

the catalyst for the transformation sive tactics have produced some of cial and political pressure imposed has 4~ million Brazilian landless 
has been the movement’s in- foe most serious outbreaks of rural by the movement's activism, has families as adherents, 

tractable policy of occupation. violence In years, including one made some significant strides. The losers, for now. are people 

The result, according to members clash in the far-western state of ; Mr. Cardoso has promised to like Andres Tavares, whose family 
of the movement, politicians and Rondtaia that left 11 peasants dead award land to 280,000 families be- is contesting die Brazilian goverp- 
even organizations representing and hundreds injured. ... fore 1998, and despite a slow start, meat's expropriation of the 52 aril- 
Brazfl’s powerful landowners, is ‘ But instead of tempering the ac- officials at the land reform office in lion Normandie estate, where Mr. 
the emergence of the first powerful tivism, these clashes have energized Brasilia, the capital, say Retarget of Veraosa and about 90 families are 
rural voice since the rebellious, the movement, brought it media at- 40,000 families this year will be waiting fra- plots. 

Peasant Leagues of foe 1950s. Hris ttnfionandproducedanew wayeof .met . . ...... Mr. Tavares questioned the mo- 

voice is that of a grassroots move- recruits. Leaders who a year ago. Although the movement ques- rives of both state and church and 
meat that has forced a shift in the would have been content if the gov- tions tiiat figure, even if fewer ram- wondered why neither was offering 
country’s policy on the distribution eminent met its land goals are now ities were settled it is still signif- Us own huge holdings to land re- 
of land and is now setting its sights confidently demanding more. icant, considering that land Ira been form. Has defeated landowner’s 

on other changes. “We are not going to work for distributed to an average of 9,000 plaintive call for justice — in a state 

Already some leaders of the the goals of the government,” raid families a year since 1980. where foe sugar barons’ dominion 

movement, citing their growing po- Jaime Amaru, die movement’s Several important economic, so- over five centuries has left a bitter 
litical muscle and foe support their state coordinator for Pernambuco dal and political factors have legacy — is perhaps the most pow- 
cause now receives in national opin- and a member of the national di- helped : the peasant movement, erfril sign of changing times, 
ion polls, predict they will have a Federate. “We are going to work Brazil’s agriculture is in crisis, the ’’Hare people are now in favor of 
major impact on municipal dec- far a big social movement, and be- conversion to a market-oriented land reform. My family agrees,” 
tions, especially in a few areas yond agrarian reform we are going economy - Iras dramatically in- Mr. Tavares said, acknowledging 
where squatters now fo rm the ma- to push far other reforms.” creased unemployment this year, what for many was unthinkable in 

jority of the population. Such bold talk reflects, how for and the migration is now urban to the 1980s. “But it has to be done 

Landowners and their allies, the movement has come. The num- rural as workers return to the coon- according to the law, not by in- 
meanwhile, say the movement’s as- ber of squatters has risen this year try for a life of subsistence. The variing. We are the victims here-” 



Mexican Speed Pours Into U.S. 

Flood of Cheap Drug Displaces Crack 


By Sam Dillon 

New York Times Service 


MEXICO CITY — Like 
hundreds of other brash young 
Mexican narcotics wholesalers 
working the California market, 
Jesus Amezcua did well in co- 
caine. well enough to shuttle 
between Tijuana suppliers and 
his Los Angeles clients in a 
$50,000 BMW. Then in 1993 
foe Americans brought a fed- 
eral indictment against him. 

But Mr. Amezcua evaded ar- 
rest and adopted a shrewd busi- 
ness strategy that American and 
Mexican officials say has car- 
ried him to the front ranks of 
Mexican traffickers. Retreating 
to safety south of the border, Mr. 
Amezcua shifted from cocaine 
to a narcotic then surging in 
popularity across foe American 
West, and now sweeping east 
methampbetamine, or speed. 

Mr. Amezcua got into speed 


at just the right moment. As 
lawmakers in the United States 
were clamping down on foe 
“precursor” chemicals used to 
make methamphetamine, he 
and his brothers started import- 
ing vast quantities of them to 
Mexico from the Middle East 
and Asia. He began cooking up 
me fhamphelamin ft in laborato- 
ries throughout the Sierra 
Madre in Mexico and peddling 
it in the United States through 
his cocaine sales force. 

Because Amezcoa’s busi- 
ness boomed, other traffickers 

imitated him. FI hn wing aside 

foe American outlaw motorcy- 
cle gangs who once dominated 
production and trafficking, the 
Mexican drug mafias have 
flooded the Western United 
States in recent years with 
methamphetamine. 

The result is a new narcotics 
epidemic, with cheap speed dis- 
placing crack in many Western 
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Budget Wrangling 
Shifts Into Imw Gear 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Their 
brief holiday break over, con- 
gressional leaders and the Clin- 
ton administration were slowly 
reviving talks Wednesday to 
end a partial government rout- 
down. 

Congressional and White 
House aides met without their 
bosses, a gradual start for ne- 
gotiations that should involve 
top lawmakers and President 
BUI Clinton on Friday. 

Senator Phil Gramm, Repub- 
lican of Texas, called on his 
colleagues xo “stand their 
ground as the budget negoti- 
ations resume.” 

’‘Senators have something to 
learn from the determination to 
stick with principles that has 
characterized our Republican 
colleagues in foe House,” Mr. 
Gramm, who was campaigning 
in the Midwest for his party's 
presidential nomination, said in 
a statement. 

The talks among lower-level 
aides wUl do tittle to alleviate 
the anxiety of federal workers, 
whose paychecks will be small- 
er this week; of tourists, whose 
plans were c tanged with the 
closure of national parks and 
monuments, and of travelers 
who desperately need pass- 
ports. 

x Sensitive to criticism that the 
tftks are moving too slowly, the 
White House press secretary, 
Michael McCuiTy, said 
Wednesday: “It is an urgeat 
situation, but the differences 
that exist between the two sides 
are very deep, very fundamen- 
tal.” 


Some people, he said, “think 
it’s all theatrics, but it’s not.” 

Mr. McCrary said foe pres- 
ident would meet briefly 
Wednesday with the budget di- 
rector. Alice Rivlin. whose staff 
members would see congres- 
sional aides later in the day. 

Mr. Clinton’s chief of staff. 
Leon E. Panetta, was still on 
vacation in California and 
would not get involved in the 
talks before late Thursday. 

Representative Bill Archer, 
the Texas Republican who is 
chairman of the House Ways 
and Means Committee, also 
tried to turn up the pressure. He 
said Tuesday that the Clinton 
administration might be violat- 
ing the Constitution by juggling 
the books to peimit federal bor- 
rowing without congressional 
approval. 

When the Senate left for a 
holiday recess on Friday that in 
other years would have lasted 
through much of December, the 
chamber passed legislation to 
return 280,000 furloughed 
workers to their jobs by declar- 
ing them essential. 

Sponsored by the majority 
leader. Bob Dole, the measure, 
if approved by the House and 
signed by Mr. Clinton, would 
last through Feb. 1. 

But workers would be paid 
only after money was ap- 
proved. 

The measure's fate was un- 
certain in the House, where Re- 
publican freshmen have 
promised to continue the partial 
closure until foe White House 
accepts a seven-year balanced 
budget plan to their liking. 


cities. The average mice na- 
tionally for a gram of metham- 
phetamine has dropped by 20 
percent over three years, to as 
low as $40 from $50. 

The administrator of die 
Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion, Thomas A. Constantine, 
told Congress recently: “The 
Mexican traffickers who flood- 
ed foe U.S. with marijuana and 
heroin in foe 1970s and 1980s 
and cocaine in the 1990s threat- 
en to overwhelm us with 
methamphetamine now.” 

Their complete control over 
Tnefoflmphfforntite- production 
and trafficking has ariHwt to the 
power Mexican traffickers have 
accumulated in cocaine, mar- 
ijuana and heroin commerce at 
a time when the Cali cocaine 
cartel in Colombia has been 
badly disrupted. That has 
strengthened the view among 
American and Mexican anti- 
drug officials that power in the 
hemispheric drag trade is shift- 
ing from Colombia to Mexico. 

“We believe that foe major 
drug gangs operating out of Me- 
xico pose the largest threat cur- 
rently,” Mr. Constantine said 

Methamphetamine, which 
engulfs those who snort or in- 
ject it with temporary energy 
and euphoria, has been in use m 
foe United States since the mid- 
1960s. But now, with produc- 
tion soaring in Mexican-run 
labs south and north of the bor- 
der, abuse has spread widely as 
prices have plunged. 

Although this year the Mex- 
ican police seized five tons of 
ephedrine, one of metb am- 
phetamine's main ingredients, 
trade in precursor chemicals 
has not beat outlawed. But this 
month, the Mexican attorney 
general, Antonio Lozano, pro- 
posed a bill that would for the 
first time impose tough sen- 
tences — up to 15 years in jail 
— fra traffic in precursors. 


DRUGS UP IN SMOKE — Penman police carrying bags of coca paste to be 
incinerated at a site near Lima. A record 30 metric tons were destroyed this year. 


Nicholas Slonimsky, Musicologist, Dies 


New York Tunes Service 

NEW YORK — Nicolas 
Slommsky, a formidably gifted 
musicologist and lexicographer 
who also made his mark as a 
conductor, pianist and compos- 
er, died Monday in Los An- 
geles. He was 101 years old. 

Mr. Slonimsky ’s many ref- 
erence works, among them 
“Music Since 1900,” “A Lex- 
icon of Musical Invective” and 
foe last several editions of Bak- 
er’s Biographical Dictionary of 
Musicians are considered indis- 
pensable by musicians, critics 
and music lovers. 

A compendium drawn from 
his writings, “Nicolas Slonim- 
r. The First Hundred Years,’ ' 
ited by Richard Kostdanetz, 
was published last year. 

Mr. Slommsky was no mere 


purveyor of facts. He challenged 
lore and debunked myths that 
had found their way into bi- 
ographies and reference works. 

Rather than repeat the roman- 
tic depiction of a blizzar d at 
Mozart’s funeral, he consulted 
weather bureaus and discovered 
that foe story was untrue. 

He was also fascinated by 
unusual details. Readers in 
search of basic information 
might in the process learn, for 
example, that Stravinsky tad a 
toothache the day be completed 
“Le Sacre du prin temps,” or 
that Schoenberg and Rossini 
had trisfcaidecaphobia, an irra- 
tional fear of the number 13. 

He enlivened his dictionary 
entries with astute, witty and 
sometimes waspish observa- 
tions, and in the later editions of 


Baker, he introduced some mu- 
sicians with lavish evaluations. 

Where The New Grove Dic- 
tionary of Music and Musicians 
soberly describes Mozart, for 
example, as “one of the com- 
posers who brought the Vien- 
nese classical style to its 
height,” Sionimsky’s identify- 
ing sentence reads: “Supreme 
Austrian genius of music whose 
works in every genre are un- 
surpassed in lyric beauty, 
rhythmic variety and effortless 
melodic invention.” 

He was a vigorous champion 
of new music all his life. In the 
1920s be founded foe Chamber 
Orchestra of Boston, and he 
gave premieres of Ives’ “Three 
Places in New England” in 
1931 and Varese’s “Ionisa- 
tion” in 1933. Varese dedicat- 


ed the wade to him. He also 
championed Henry Cowell and 
Carlos Chavez, and conducted 
Bartok’s First Piano Concerto 
with the composer as soloist 

PhiDip Areeda, 65, one of 
the foremost experts on an- 
titrust law in the United States 
and a WMte House counsel un- 
der Presidents Dwight D. 
Eisenhower and Gerald R_ 
Ford, died Sunday of leukemia 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

Emmanuel Levinas, a 
losopher and religious 
who made ethical re- 
ability fra “the Other” 
'his philosophical 
analyses, died of heart failure in 
Paris on Monday, a few days 
before his 90th birthday. 


Is It a Vampire? An Alien? Monster Terrorizes Puerto Rico 


By Karl Ross 

Special to The B aitoigtow Past 

CANOVANAS, Puerto Rico — A 
blood-sucking alien predator is rav- 
aging animals throughout the Puerto 
Rican countryside, or so say this 
town's mayor and scores of uneasy 
rural dwellers. 

Misael Negron, a 25-year-old col- 
lege student, is one of 15 Canovanas 
residents who say they have had a 
close encounter with foe beast, 
known here as the “ chupacabras 
or, in its literal English translation, 
“goai-sucker." 

jj “I was looking off the balcony one 
night, and I saw it step out of a bright 
light in the back yard,” Mr. Negron 
said. * ‘It was about three or four feet 


tallwithskinliketfaatofadinosaur.lt 
had bright red eyes foe size of hen’s 
eggs, long fang 3 and multicolored 
spikes down its head and back.” 

True to its name, foe creature at- 
tacked the family goat, said Mir. Ne- 
gron, draining foe blood from its neck 
and disemboweling foe animal. 

Tales of blood-thirsty monsters 
have grasped the collective jugular of 
this U.S. commonwealth in foe past. 
But none have left a trail of carnage as 
extensive as the chupacabras. . 

“This is not a joke,” said the may- 
or of Canovanas, Jose R. Soto. “A 
number of my constituents have lost 
animals in foe past few months. 
We’re taking it very seriously be- 
cause it’s killing animals right now, 
but people could be next” 


The government gave some cre- 
dence to foe chupacabras hysteria re- 
cently by launching an investigation 
of foe night attacks. At least part of 
foe reason was concern about its im- 
pact on foe tourist industry. Puerto 
Rico is just now rebounding from a 
drop in tourism, and tourist dollars, 
caused by water problems last year 
and an oil spill two winters ago. 

The creature earned its name be- 
cause many of its earliest victims 
reportedly were goats. But, according 
to foe nearly daily accounts of animal 
maulings, its diet also includes cattle, 
chicken, sheep, pigs, dogs and cats, 
even peacocks. 

Jos6 Espinosa, public information 
officer fra the State Civil Defense, 
said that although many here had 


mentioned everything from aliens to 
vampires, he was certain there was a 
rational, down-to-earth explanation 
for the recurrent attacks, tat he has 
yet to figure it out 

Carlos Soto, a veterinarian who has 
examined the remains of a Doberman 
pinscher and seven rabbits killed by 
the mystery predator, says he is con- 
vinced that something very strange 
happened to them. 

“In each case foe cause of death 
were two deep puncture wounds un- 
der foe right side of the neck,” Dr. 
Soto said. “The wounds extended 
into the animals’ brains, killing them 
instantly. The wounds were about foe 
diameter of a drinking straw, and 
three to four inches in length. They 
weren’t compatible with foe bite of a 


dog, a monkey or any animal I’ve 
ever studied.” 

For Madelyne Tolentino, 31, of 
Canovanas. me chupacabras is no 
mystery . She and her mother stared at 
foe chupacabras for three minutes or 
so me day when it paused on foe 
sidewalk in front of foeir home. 

Ms. Tolentino said foe creature 
was built “like a kangaroo without a 
tail,” with powerful hind legs. She 
also noted a web-like film hanging 
beneath its short, pudgy arms 

With her husband and a co-worker 
at foe garage across the street, they 
tried to cackle it, but it slipped away 
from them, she said. “After it was 
over, I said to my mother, *We’d 
better not tell anybody about this be- 
cause they’ll think we're crazy.’ *' 


POLITICAL 


GingrichProbe Touches Tax Law 

WASHINGTON — The special counsel named last week 
to investigate foe House speaker. Newt Gingrich of Georgia, 
will be looking at a complicated area of tax law: politicians* 
involvement with tax-exempt charitable organizations. 

hi hiring James M. Cole, a former federal prosecutor, the 
House ethics committee directed him to limi t his probe to 
examining whether Mr. Gingrich violated any federal tax 
laws — or knew they were being violated — by using tax- 
deductible c ontributi ons to finance a college course he 

fanghf 

Mr. Gingrich taught foe course, called Renewing Amer- 
ican Civilization, at Kennesaw State College in 1993 and die 
next year at Reinhardt College. Both are in Georgia. The 
course was funded by the Kennesaw State College Foun- 
dation and, at Reinhardt, by foe Progress and Freedom 
Foundation, a group with ties to Mr. Gingrich and some of ins 
closest advisers. 

Internal documents show that officials at GOPAC. the 
Republican political action committee headed by Mr. Gin- 
grich at the time, played a key role in helping organize foe 
co ur se and raising funds for it 

Democrats contend that it was illegal to use tax-deductible 
funds from foe two foundations for what they argue was a 
partisan political purpose. 

They cite documents such as a 1993 fund-raising letter 
from rate of Mr. Gingrich’s advisers, Jeffrey A. Eisenach, to 
a Tobacco Institute official. “The goal of this project is 
simple: to train, by April 1996, 200,000-plus citizens into a 
model for replacing foe welfare state and reforming our 
government,” Mr. Eisenach wrote. 

Mr. Gingrich argues that the fact tiiat some of the money 
for the course was solicited by Republican activists from 
Republicans is irrelevant to whether it was properly tax- 
deductible. In any case, he says, the course was a legitimate 
educational endeavor. 

Using tax-exempt charitable organizations was a helpful 
device for Mr. Gingrich. Unlike regular political contri- 
butions, the donations are tax-deductible, can come from 
corporations as well as individuals, are not limited in dollar 
amoant and do not have to be reported. 

But to enjoy tax-exempt status, the organization must 
operate “exclusively” far a so-called exempt purpose, such 
as education, and must not “intervene in” any political 
campaign, foe law states. 

The Internal Revenue Sendee has adopted a fairly broad 
definition of what constitutes educational activity, saying that 
a group may advocate ‘ ‘a particular position or viewpoint” as 
long as ft provides a “full and fair exposition of the pertinent 
facts,” not just “unsupparted opimon-” (WP) 

28 File for Mfume’s House Seat 

ANNAPOLIS, Maryland — - In what promises to be a ' 
raucous campaign, 28 Democrats have met the filing deadline 
to run for the seat of Representative Kwei&i Mfume, who is 
resigning to become the head of foe NAACP. 

- Mr. Mfume, a Democrat who ran without serious op- 
position in his last four re-election bids, will step down in 
February. 

His 7th Congressional District is in Baltimore City and part 
of Baltimore County. 

Mr. Mfume, bead of foe Congressional Black Caucus, is 
quitting Congress to become president and chief executive . 
officer of the National Association for the Advancement of - . 
Colored People. (APj 

Quote/Unquote 

Deborah Zisfca, spokeswoman for the National Gallery, 
after it found the money to keep open a Johannes Vermeer 
exhibition despite the shutdown of parts of the federal 
government by foe budget crisis: “ We are able to open the 
Venneerexhibztioa, which is a very rare event in the annals of 
art history. It may never happen again in a lifetime.” (AP) 


Away From Politics 

• The median medical malpractice jury award in foe 

United States jumped 40 percent tins year, to $500,000. The 
increase from a median award of $356,000 in 1994 marked a 
return to 1993’s record-setting half milli on dollar levels. Jury 
Verdict Research Inc. said in a report. (AP) 

• A thousand Astro-Lounger rediner armchairs are be- 

ing recalled because foe space between the chair ’s seat and 
kg rest is big enough to trap a child’s head, the Consumer . - 
Product Safety C ommiss ion said. (AP) - 

• Leaking gas caught fire and blew the roof off a ranch - 

house In North Ridge Wile, Ohio, killing a woman and 1 
seriously injuring her husband. (AP) - 


“The IHT ran a TWA advertisement in its 
December 23-25 and December 26 
issues announcing a “guest for free” 
offer. This was not a valid offer by TWA 
and the IHT printed the ad in error.” 
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China to Name Panel 
On Colony’s Future 

New Committee Will Rival 
Hong Kong's Legislature 


By Kevin Murphy 
Intenutio nal Herald Tribune 

HONG KONG — Largely 
ignoring Hong Kong’s most 
popular elected politicians, 
Beijing will name 34 prominent 
business leaders to a powerful 
committee that is planning for 
the British colony’s handover 
on July 1, 1997, according to 
reports published Wednesday. 

The 150-member Preparato- 
ry Committee is designed to 
Help implement and advise Bei- 
jing on the myriad details of 
Hong Kong's final transition to 
Chinese rule. 

It will also favor Hong Kong 
appointees over those from 
China in keeping with the 11 ‘One 
country, two systems” and 
“Hong Kong people running 
Hong Kong slogans that Bei- 
jing says guide its intentions 
toward Hong Kong. 

But with Beijing vowing to 
dismantle the territory's exist- 
ing Legislative Council in 18 
months* time, analysts said the 
new committee is likely to 
emerge as a potent rival to 
Britain's remaining political in- 
fluence in the community. 

‘ ‘The real question is how this 
committee will promote Hong 
Kong's interests when those in- 
terests aren't aligned with Chi- 
na," said Bob Broadfoot man- 
aging director of Political and 
Economic Risk Consultancy 
Ltd., as quoted in a Bloomberg 
Business News report. 

According to a report in 
Hong Kong's Chinese lan- 
guage Ming Pao newspaper, 
Beijing will name 14 of 60 cur- 
rently s itting Legislative Coun- 
cilors to a Preparatory Com- 
mittee that will be nearly two- 
thirds dominated by Hong 
Kong appointees. 

But none will come from tbe 
Hong Kong Democratic Party, 
led by Martin M. C. Lee, or 


aligned groups that have an- 
gered Beijing with calls for 
greater democracy. 

Nor will the Preparatory 
Committee include representa- 
tives from business firms still 
clearly linked to Hong Kong’s 
weakening colonial business 
and administrative elite. 

The composition of tbe new 
committee, to be formally an- 
nounced Thursday in Beijing 
after approval by the Standing 
Committee of the National Peo- 
ple’s Congress, has featured 
heavily in local media reports. 

Governor Chris Patten was 
criticized this week by Chinese 
officials for interfering in post- 
1997 matters through his com- 
ments that the local community 
sought a broader range of rep- 
resentatives than would be in- 
cluded on Thursday’s list 

At the same time, a member 
of the National People’s Con- 
gress Standing Committee, 
Tsang Hin-chi, on Tuesday de- 
nied reports that tbe Prepara- 
tory Committee's selection had 
r ankl ed influential Chinese 
provincial officials who 
thought they, too, should have 
been included on the list 

On several occasions the Pre- 
liminary Working Committee, 
which did not include many of 
the top businessmen likely to be 
named to the Preparatory Com- 
mittee Thursday, made policy 
recommendations to Beijing 
that jarred local confidence. 

The heavy presence of local 
business leaders on the new 
committee is seen by some an- 
alysts as a counterbalance to the 
Preliminary Working Commit- 
tee's prior influence. 

While they might not have 
Hong Kong’s political free- 
doms at heart, die business 
leaders are likely to resist any 
moves Beijing might make to 
weaken the trade and financial 
center’s future strength. 



Mall Owner 
Sentenced | 
For Disaster 


SEOUL — A court on . / 
Wednesday gave a 10 and a half.; ; 
vear prison sentence to _foe 
ownerdfa shopping mail tfaar * 


andmjoring 900 in the worn 
civil engineering disaster nr 

South Korean history. _ : ■ ■ , 

Relatives of the victims had ‘ 
demanded the death penalty .foe. 
Lee Joan, 73, who was found 
nf nedieeocein me June . 


Captives 9 Release Fails to Restart Seoul Rice Aid 


30 accident, when the five-stP- 
ry gampoong Department Store . 
collapsed with more than 1,500 
shoppers and employees in- 

0< Lee Ban Sang, Mr. Lee's 43- 
year-old son and the president 
of tbe TP aT L was convicted of - 
negligence and bribing govern- 
ment officials. He was sen- 
tenced to seven years in prison. 
The tfaree^judge court also im- 
posed prison terms ra nging 
from eight months to three 
years andfines of tip to S 17,000 
on 23 others charged with var- 
ious irregularities connected to 
the collapse. 

“The defendants deserve 
stem punishment for bribing 
relevant officials, thus causing 

_ - ili.nnilami * V m 4/V ttuk Pa K 


Reuters 

SEOUL — South Korea, brushing 
aside the release by Pyongyang of five 
captured seamen, ruled out resuming 
rice aid to the North on Wedneday 
unless its neighbor changes its atti- 
tude. 

“There is no change in our govern- 
ment’s position, die deputy unification 
minister. Song Young Dae. “For ad- 
ditional rice assistance, there must be a 
change in North Korea's attitude toward 
us." 

“The return of (he Woo sung crew 
should not be seen as a change in North 
Korea’s basic attitude," he added. 

Tbe handover at the border on Tues- 
day of tbe five seamen, as well as the 
remains of three other crew members, 
was just one prerequisite for additional 


aid, Mr. Song said. “The issue of rice 
aid all depends on North Korea," he 
added. 

Tbe trawler Woosung was seized in 
May after straying into Northern wa- 
ters. 

Two of its crew memebrs were killed 
during its capture and one later died of 
illness. 

North Korea is on the brink of famine 
after floods devastated the summer 
grain crop. 

Seoul shipped 150,000 tons of rice to 
tbe North on h umanitari an grounds this 
year, but it suspended foe aid program 
after Pyongyang rebuffed repealed re- 
quests to release foe Woosung and its 
crew. 

South Korea has since said further 
deliveries can be made only if Neath 


Korea agrees to broader gov emmenM o- 
govemment dialogue. 

It ignored a United Nations call to 
maintain file rice flow and asked Japan 
to follow suit Tokyo shipped 300,000 
tons of a promised consignment of 
500,000 tons of rice. 

On Tuesday, Seoul’s official media 
suggested that the release may have won 
Pyongyang more aid. 

It quoted a diplomatic source as say- 
ing that officials from foe United States, 
Sooth Korea and Japan would meet in 
Hawaii next month to discuss the is- 
sue. 

“ft’s difficult to say that Pyongyang 
is changing its attitude with foe return,’ 
a Unification Ministry official said. 

“It seems to still want nofoiiig to do 
with the South Korean government but 


do a show for the outside world.’ ’ foe 
official said. 

“It’s not enough," said an official at 
foe Foreign Ministry, referring to the 
crew return. 

“If foe North really is desperate it 
should ask for more rice and stop the 
slandering. They should bold talks with 
us." 

Tbe official confirmed the that foe 

said it had not yet been decided what 
issues would he discussed. 

The Yonhap news agency reported 
that die United States would be rep- 
resented by Winston Laid, the senior 
American official for East Asia and the 
Pacific, Japan by Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Shunn Yanai and Seoul by Deputy 
Foreign Minister Lee Jai Chun. 


BRIEFLY 


. r\ /• j n l ru **l JHdia near the border with Bangladesh. 

Lhina Uet^tuis Record So far. assault rifles, anti-tank missiles, rocket 

n TT J - launchers and thousands of rounds of am- 

(Jfl Human Rights munition have been recovered. (AP) 

BHJWG^Qiira praised its human rights Japanese Reactor Chief 

record Wednesday and attacked Western ent- j 1 , r « r *£ 

ics for interfering in its domestic affairs. The ApOlOglZeS TOT COVCT- LID 
official eovemment renorL issued bv the Chi- O J i 


GIs Dispute Responsibility for Japan Rape 


official government report, issued by tbe Chi- 
nese cabinet, appeared to be intended to bead 
off criticism of Beijing before the United Na- 
tions Human Rights Commission in March. 

Its publication came two weeks after a Bei- 
jing court sentenced China's most uncom- 
promising democratic activist, Wei Jingsheng, 
to a 14-year prison term. 

Like most of the government’s justifica- 
tions of its human rights policies, the 23,000- 
word report stresses group rights over in- 


TOKYO — The head of foe state-funded 
operator of Japan’s fast-breeder reactor apol- 
ogized to a parliamentary committee Wednes- 
day for an attempt to cover up foe extent of an 
accident that forced the shutdown of the re- 
actor. 

“The employees lacked awareness regard; 
mg public information disclosure." Hiroshi 
Oishi, head of the Power Reactor and Nuclear 
Fuel Development Corp., told the House of 


Reuters 

TOKYO — A U.S. serviceman de- 
scribed by his co-defendants as the 
ringleader in die alleged rape of a school- 
girl on Wednesday disputed their claims 
that he bullied them into an attack that has 
undermined U.S. -Japan relations. 

In the sixth session of the trial of the 
three servicemen. Seaman Marcus Gill im- 
plicated Kendrick Ledet and Rodrico Harp, 
both Marine privates, in the rape of a 12- 


Harp told the court that he was afraid to 
disobey Seaman GilL 
Seaman GilL 23, has pleaded guilty to 
abduction and rape. Private Harp, 21. and 
Private Ledet, 20, say they joined in the 
abduction but did not rape the girL 


three-judge, panel .is expected..to 
issue a verdict Jan. 19. If convicted on 
charges of rape causing injury, the three 


The store caved during a 
busy early evening when it was 
parjfpd with shoppers and em- 
ployees. 

It was one of several man- 
made disasters that set off pub- 
lic hand-wringing over foe hu- 
man cost or South Korea’s 
breakneck economic growth 
and drew attention to the some- 
times lethal effects of corrup- 
tion. 

Faulty design and poor con- 
struction were blamed far the 
collapse of foe store. Witnesses 
said the roof of the mall had 
been crumbling all day, bat that 
o fficials who met to discuss die 
situation had left after deciding 
to take no action. 

The organization that repre- 
sents the victims’ familie s re- 
peated its stance that both Lees 
should be executed and said it 
would stage rallies to express 
dissatisfaction. 

“We are angry,*’ the fam- 
ilies said in a statement “They 
deserved the highest punish- 
ment possible. They deserved 


serviceman could receive sentences of the death. sentence." 


three years to life in prison. 

In a separate development on Wednes- 


Under South Korean law, 
however, the death penalty is 


Seaman GilL who said on Tuesday that day, lawyers for Private Harp and Seaman not applicable in negUgencqjg 
his two co-defendants “left out the parts Gfll sought a change of venue, caring the cases. 


that made them look bad.” told the court highly political natine of the case. 


that Private Harp, who first 
and Private Ledet were 


Tbe petition said die defendants could 


cases. 

Among those convicted were 
12 city officials who took 


year-old girl on Sept 4, Kyodo news agen- junmed out offoeir rented car and grabbed 
cy reported. her, Kyodo said. 


ones who not receive a fair hearing in Okinawa and bribes m exchange for allowing 


dividual ones. It notes that China has given Representatives’ Science and Technology 
priority to the people's rights to economic Committee. 

development ana political order. (AP) The corporation operates Japan’s prototype 

ci a I • rii • 7 • • fast-breeder reactor, Monju, in Fukui Pre- 

l Accused m Jrfulippines feature north of Kyoto. Monju was closed 
SXCTT C 9 r» vi down 011 Dcc - 8 after liquid sodium, an ex- 

( Jt l/.O. Lnticer S Heath plosive substance, leaked in foe secondary 
J cooling system. 

MANILA — Two rebels captured in a gov- The accident was compounded by a delay in 
eminent crackdown on leftist guerrillas are shutting down foe reactor, a delay in alerting 
suspected in the 1989 killing of a U.S. Army the local community and a cover-up of crucial 
colonel, officials said Wednesday. Colonel information on what happened. 

James (Nick) Rowe was ambushed on April Plant officials were found to have concealed 


cy reported. 

On Tuesday, Private Ledet and Private 
Harp told Naha District Court that they 
were forced by the older and stronger Sea- 
man Gill to help abduct tbe girl. Private 


tnped out of their rented car and grabbed asked for foe trial to be moved elsewhere in 
r, Kyodo said. Japan. The court said die petition was in- 

The case has touched off an outpouring complete and asked that it be resubmitted. 


of resentment in Okinawa at the concen- 
tration of U.S. military bases on the is- 
land. 


Legal experts said chances of a venue 
change at this advanced stage of the trial 
were extremely slim. 


illegal design changes and con- 
struction. Eleven defendants, 
mostly low-level mall and con- 
struction company officials, 
were given two-year suspended 
sentences. (AP, Reuters) 


priority to me people s rights to economic 
development ana political order. (AP) 

2 Accused in Philippines 
Of U.S, Officer’s Death 

MANILA — Two rebels captured in a gov- 
ernment crackdown on leftist guerrillas are 
suspected in the 1989 killing of a U.S. Army 
colonel, officials said Wednesday. Colonel 
James (Nick) Rowe was ambushed on April 


GRAMM: Though He Is Waging an Uphill Fight, Few Would Count Him Out Altogether 


21,1 989, as he was being driven to his office in or tampered with video tapes that showed the 
suburban Quezon City. Two others convicted extent of foe damage. I AFP) 

in the killing are serving life prison terms. 

The new suspects were identified as Or- VAIflC A c : ~ 

lando Bondalian Jr. and Ruperto Lopez Jr. WVIVKJ rrom MSIQ 
Interior Secretary Rafael Alim an accused 

them Wednesday of taking part in foe attack on Mahathir bin Mohamad, prime minister 
Colonel Rowe. They have not yet been of Malaysia, saying that the country's trans- 
charged with the crime. (AP) formation into a developed nation hinges on 


them Wednesday of taking part in foe attack on Mahathir bin Mohamad, prime minister nation, few people count him 

Colonel Rowe. They nave not yet been °f Malaysia, saying that the country’s trans- out altogether. Richard Murray, 

charged with the crime. (AP) formation into a developed nation hinges on a professor of political science 

r - , n . harmony among ethnic groups: “We cannot at foe University- of Houston 

India Investigates Breach ***? at that only relations be- Who has closely followed Mr. 

_ ^ tween communities are good. We want re- Gramm's uolitical career, said 


Continued from Page 1 wrest the Democratic nomina- Gramm, according to an ac- 
tion for the Senate from a pop- count by President Ronald Rea- 
Mr. Dole, not against foe lesser- ular incumbent, Lloyd M. gan’s budget director, David A. 
knowns. In fact, by declaring Bentsen, in 1976. Stockman, provided foe Repub- 

early and raising S20 million, “Phil Gramm is just so easily lican White House with crucial 
far more than any other can- underestimated,'’ Mr. Murray secret information about foe 
didate except Mr. Dole (though said. “He’s smart. He’s tough. Democrats’ budget strategy, 
Steve Foibes is a wild card be- He’s determined. He’s re- Mr. Gramm was booted off 
cause he is spending his own sourcefuL He’s focused.” of foe conwrittee for his heresy, 
money), Mr. Gramm wanted Mr. Gramm has a history of Bui rather than atone, be com- 
foe race to be a two-man duel by shrewdly seizing the political mined apostasy, 
now. advantage. Running behind in a He resigned his seat, inune- 

But if Mr. Gramm is waging race for tbe House of Repre- diately declaring for the vacan- 
an uphill fight for the nomi- senratives two years later, Mr. ’ey as a Republican and telling 
nation, few people count him Gramm seemed headed for foe voters in his district: “I had 
out altogether. Richard Murray, oblivion until the retiring con- to choose between representing 


wrest the Democratic nomina- 
tion for foe Senate from a pop- 
ular incumbent, Lloyd M. 
Bentsen, in 1976. 

“Phil Gramm is just so easily 
underestimated,’’ Mr. Murray 
said. “He’s smart. He’s tough. 
He’s determined. He's re- 
source fiti. He's focused.” 


Gramm, according to an a c- dog, a yellow Labrador named as he often puts it “I was con- 
count by President Ronald Rea- Gus — to counter a recurring servative before conservative 
gan’s budget director, David A. description of him as “mean " wascooL” 

Stockman, provided the Repub- “I think that when you say. Drawing a contrast with Mr 

nrLZt. ft-..— ni— x; L *. ° 


Mr. Gramm was booted off crimson-rock canyons of central 
of the comarittee for his heresy. Arizona. “But people forget that 


‘No,’ in Washington, it makes Dote, whom he described as “a 
you mean,” he said, as a tur- politician in search of a con- 
boprop airplane passed over foe sensus” and someone who was 


Mr. Gramm has a history of Bui rather than atone, be com- when you say, 'No, ’ in ^Wash- 


mined apostasy. ington, you’re making ii pos- 

He resigned his seat, inline- sible for families to say, 'Yes,’ 
‘ claring for the vacan- around foeir kitchen table." 
epublican and telling Mr. Gramm’s pre-eminent 
in his district: ”1 had campaign pledge is to balance 
between representing the federal budget in four years, 
U ory’alL and I chose if he is president, and not to run 
snt y’alL” He won for re-election if he fails to do 
iy, and foe next year so. And in recent weeks— per- 
: statewide election to haps in response to a memo 
enaie. from his own pollster, Linda 

is survived ethics DiValL who warned that foe 


In Air-Defense System tations between members of society, be they 

J J from foe same community or different com- 

NEW DELHI — Tbe government has ere- mumty, to be closer.” f AFP) 

ated a top-level intelligence committee to look 

into gaps in India's air-defense system after a Chiang Chung-Iin. defense minister of 
cargo plane dropped a huge cache of weapons, Taiwan, denying reports that Taiwan's mil- 
news reports said Wednesday. itary was reviving a long-shelved project to 

Five Latvians and a Briton were being ques- develop medium-range missiles capable of 
tioned after the suspicious plane was forced to targeting China: * ‘We have no plans to revive 
land in Bombay by two Indian jet fighters last the Sky Horse project or to change the short- 


land in Bombay by two Indian jet fighters last the Sky He 
Friday. range Sky 

The police were continuing to search for sile. Nor 
weapons that were parachuted in crates into weapons.” 


the Sky Horse project or to change the short- 
range Sky Bow n into a medium-range mis- 
sile. Nor would we develop nuclear 
weapons.” (AFP) 


Gramm's political career, said 
that while “it doesn't seem like 
he plays well on the presidential 
stage.” Mr. Gramm has a his- 
tory’ in Texas of winning races 
in which people did not take 
him seriously at first. 

In fact, foe only race he ever 
lost — long before he switched 
from the Democratic to Repub- 
lican Party — came when be 
tried, as an obscure 33-year-old 
professor of economics at 
Texas A&M University, to 


Gramm seemed headed for the voters in his district: ”1 had 
oblivion until foe retiring con- to choose between representing 
gressman in his district, at a Tip O’Neill ory’alL and I chose 
news conference to endorse Mr. to represent y’alL” He won 
Gramm's opponent, falsely im- smashingly, and foe next year 
plied that Mr. Gramm and his he won foe statewide election to 
wife, Wendy, had a child out of foe U.S. Senate, 
wedlock. Mr. Gramm master- He has survived ethics 
fully seized on the aspersion, scrapes ranging from foe ar- 
using it to build both voter at- suable use of his Senate staff 
tendon and sympathy, and he for campaign activities to a con- 
nanrowly won the race. troversy over a Dallas savings 


has survived ethics DiValL who warned that foe 
ranging from the ar- Gramm campaign “offers pain 
use of his Senate staff and bard choices, no opti- 


issed over foe sensus" and someone who was 
■ons of central “clueless" about foe real 
pte forget that meaning of last fall’s election, 
lo/ in Wash- Mr. Gramm said: 
aking it pos~ “Party activists know that 
say. ‘Yes,’ Senator Dole for 35 years has 
hi table." basically been, in foe context of 

pre-eminent the modem Republi can Party, a 
is to balance moderate. His hallmark has 
in four years, been cutting political deals and 
md not to run I think if there’s ever been a I 
le fails to do time where foe public is not 
weeks — per- inclined to go with a deal cutter, ; 
to a memo it’s now." 

•Uster, Linda Then, he quickly added: ' 
ned that the “Now I know him welL I like ' 


Gramm campaign “offers pam Senator Dole. I’m an admirer of 

tinn horn ■ _ •« 


rennon ana sympamy, and he ior campaign actmdes to a con- mism”— Mr. Gramm has been Mr Gramm does hav<> » tJK 
nanowly won foe race. troversy over a Dallas savings trying to stress foe positive as- ent for offisriTSS 

And in perhaps tbe most leg- and loan operator's paying ai- pects of his plan. Dositions 

endan incident ofhis career, most half Se$n7.0*tataUd- ^All tarn Wash- ■ 

Mr. Gramm appeared to have me expenses on Mr. Gramm’s ineton is the saerifir*. immiw i - 


violated all pOuuMuueuiiuiiiui >omuuii uuure uu iviaryianu s in oaiancmg me lederal bud- nr nrnrt cruTT. fc.Tirt 

a 1982 fracas. As a member of Eastern Shore. Mr. Gramm said get,” be saffl at a construction ine ’ nkvnn* ■ 

the Democratiocontrolled that the man contracted to do riSinpSr-W^S 


ed to have mg expenses on Mr. Gramm’s 
decorum in vacation home on Maryland’s 


All we hear from Wash- 
ington is foe sacrifice involved 
in balancing foe lederal bud- 


tenns. “Tbe social safety net | 
has become a hammock,” he ' 


Budget Committee in 1982. Mr. foe work and that the money 
represented a cost overrun. 

Mr. Gramm’s tenacity is well 
jrr« documented in everything from 

'ge OS mng his political campaigns to his 
® courtship of his second wife, 

Hosokawa, who had Wendy Lee Gramm, whom he 


JAPAN: Tokyo’s Backroom Kingmaker Aims to Shake Up Politics, and Emerge as King 


Continued from Page 1 

organization whose supporters 
accounted for about half of the 
party’s votes in last summer's 
balloting. 

But most observers believe 
foal New Frontier still has mo- 
mentum. especially after a cam- 
paign between Mr. Ozawa and 
Mr. Hata that was praised for its 
open debate on important is- 


C rides said the process was 
flawed because many ballots did 
not include the voter's name and 
telephone number, making it 
impossible to guard against mul- 
tiple voting and other fraud. functions to 300 new “city” 
Mr. Ozawa's victory was governments, 
marked by the kind of radical He also has proposed short- 
proposals for change for which ening the workweek, helping 
ne has become biown in the last women re-enter the workforce 
three years. In this election. Mr. after bearing children and doing 
Ozawa called for fundamental away with employment prac- 
changes to what he called “the tices that favor academic cre- 
entire outdated system of pol- dentials above ail else, so doing 
ides, the administration, the away with foe “examination 
economy and society.” hell'’’ that skews Japanese ed- 

Mr. Ozawa’s 10-year plan, ucation toward rote memoriza- 
which he has described as “ex- tion of facts. 


We don’t hear Inns.’ 


anything about the benefits.” 
To that end, be produced 27- 
year-old Ty Brewster, a strug- 


His chief stra 
Black, said Mr. 


Charles 
m’s big 


pW ^L*T' SIer ’ a Strug ' todotirough would probably ’ 
l^hi?S^- pi08r T n ^ come just after Iowa and New 

Hampshire, in places like Ari- 


sue.s. a rarity in the dosed world changes to what he called “foe 
of Japanese politics. entire outdated system of pol- 

In an effort to open the pro- itics, the administration, foe 
cess further. New Frontier al- economy and society." 
lowed any adult citizen of Japan Mr. Ozawa’s 10-year plan, 
to vote in the election, for a 5 10 which he has described as “ex- 
fee. There are about 490.000 trcmely spicy." calls for big 
registered party members and cuts in taxes on income, land 
associate members’, and 1.6 mil- and corporate earnings, along 
lion ballots were cast since the with major investment in tech- 


He has proposed streamlin- called for the rest of Japan’s Mr. Hosokawa, who had Wendy Lee Gramm, whom he McKenzie. “This is somefoinp 

ing the entrenched central gov- military to be kept at “min- backed Mr. Hata in Wednes- named in 1970 and with whom we’d like to do if we could hisr 

emment bureaucracy into 15 imum defensive strength." day’s election, said in inter- he has two sons, Marshall and get a little more of our tax doilarc 

ministries, and delegating Many of Mr. Ozawa's pro- views that people had “voted Jeff. Both Mr. Gramm and his bade,” Mr. Brewster said. 
many of the bureaucracy’s posals are startling in Japan, for forceful leadership in a time wife say her first response to hiring at a house in foe makSuT 

functions to 300 new “city” where the government bureau- of uncertainty and stalemate.” him was: “Yuck!” Mr. Gramm, proiectincrfwr » 

onvpmmpnK errm n>ml9tM nMflv wm ae. In Tutv IQO^ Mr Om* w* That nrac wKmi M, 1 , F* a 


- Moi8ai1 ^ ^Twbose primary comes . 
McKimzn. ‘This is something one week later.^ * 

Dole's best 


itics. the administration, the away with foe “examination 
economy and society.” hell'’’ that skews Japanese ed- 

Mr. Ozawa’s 10-year plan, ucation toward rote memoriza- 
which he has described as “ex- tion of facts, 
tremely spicy." calls for big In addition, Mr. Ozawa 
cuts in taxes on income, land would like to create a new 
and corporate earnings, along armed force that would be used 


away with the “examination down foe mighty ruling party 
hell” that skews Japanese ed- after nearly 40 years in unin- 
ucation toward rote memoriza- terrupted power, 
tion of facts. He was a key backer of Mori- 

!n addition, Mr. Ozawa hiro Hosokawa. who was elect- 
would like to create a new ed prime minister in July 1993 


balloting .started on Dec. 16. 


wifo major investment in tech- 
nology. railroads and airports. 


exclusively for United Nations 
peacekeeping operations. He 


cracy regulates nearly every as- In June 1993, Mr. Ozawa That was when Mr. Gramm 
pea of fife, but Mr. Ozawa has published “Blueprint for aNew was on a recruiting trip for 
startled the Japanese before. Japan.” The book, notable for Texas A&M, which was ready 
In 1993, he defected from foe its blunt language and criticism to offer a job to Miss Lee. her- 
Liberal Democrat Party, where of some basic Japanese “gov- self an economist. “As a single 
he had been the chief political emment knows best” beliefs, member of foe faculty,” Mr. 
strategist, and became one of was an immediate best-seller Gramm's future wife recalled 
foe reformers who brought and drew angry criticism. him telling her. “I’d be very 
down foe mighty ruling party But Takayoshi Miyagawa. a interested in having you come 
after nearly 40 years in until- political analyst, said Wednes- to Texas A&M.” The remark, 
terrupted power. day: “Ozawa is the only politi- rather than landing Mr. Gramm 

He was a key backer of Mori- dan who can break the block- a sexual-harassment lawsuit, 
hiro Hosokawa. who was elect- ade in Japanese politics. All foe landed him a wife, 
ed prime minister in July 1 993 other politicians try to put off Mr. Gramm cites the evident 
in a remarkable repudiation of foe problems, but Ozawa has affection of his wife — as well 
the Liberal Democrats that few foe courage to confront them as that of foe many long-serving 
thought possible. directly right now.” members of his staff and of his 


„ _ Mr. Gramm, proje3£gtfSta 

That was when Mr. Gramm balanced budget would rat in- 


,xas A*™, wuen was nady points, rattled off figures abcSit 
to offer a job to Miss Lee, her- just how much mewey “aver- 

wIF an n*nnnmicr "At- « * ■ .. . / qrw 


him telling her. “I’d be very 
interested in having you come 
to Texas A&M.” The remade, 
rather than landing Mr. Gramm 
a sexual-harassment lawsuit, 
landed him a wife. 

Mr. Gramm cites the evident 


£S®Arizonans” could save on « One 

l0an£ ' cl «r advantage K?got right 
nimnorf ? f a ^sxer- now is that foe people that are 

bt *a l for “ when they have 
rad everyday that I wslosing. 


state in the whole country/*: 
Mr. Black said in an interview.- 
“New Hampshire, that’s a ' 
northeastern. New England 
gate — you’ve got to expect 
Dole to win those. Then, the ' 
calen d ar gels much more 
Gramm-friendly /' ' 

The senator agreed: “One / 
clear advantage I’ve got right' - 
now is that foe people that are ‘ . 
for me are for me. They have 
been for me when they have V 


you rich by balancing fog f^j, 
eral budget!” he pledged, slap- 
ping foe man on foe back. 

Mr. Gramm is often, gjven 
credit for preaching much foe 
same economic message from 
foe begi nning of his career or. 


They have' been for me under, 
foe worst of circumstances md I . 
they are not going anywfa^-: . r ; 
And if we begin to win, foey *re •>.-£ 
going to get very,, very enmti- ;; ^| 
siasnc about ii And that’s 
strengfo." j 



zr£\ ** 
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e Didn’t Die Earlier 


fi y Craig R. Whitney 

A 27-year-old man idese 
«*■ i< aut borities as one 


had S-feast 

SEE? *&R 25 f 5 ^ “»** maanunkr^ —vr+i w -*• 


- • .. . ^---^-.14~ofthe 

‘16 raft oranbert i£ tiiereinote 
forest^jclearing were' # ic2icd 'b^ rifle 

'■' ’ '£ISe prosecutor, Lo- 

_rans, said the I4,wap probably killed 
W ? twb culfmembers who WereppGce 


former French oSVSSZ 
P» on and da entrepreneur, JeanVuar- 
net, said after the murder-suicide of 53 
^nbers of the .Oider of the Solar 
temple m Switzeriand and Canada m 
potober 1994 that be and his mnft irr 
™d both been members of the apoc- 
alyptic Cult. " 

At * j* • . uy iwu uiiiTDemOGF 

maoiJ? ar i2 r my *“ to,d 
anat are both ^wondering why we “rice pistolsT ' ;:!J 
Mr ^ ^1- 

Geneva. JSSfL ^ om ^ ^ founcfcr.i^ JoiirbL^a-Bdgian 

^ days ago. 'cJpctor. and Joseph di Kfcpfe— died 

^ c h®ffred body and* mSelhari a i^agoT Thra- r^iains 
those of his mother, Edith; Ms com- were recovered amoaig the*bodies im- 
pamon, Ute Vdrona, and Ms. V&ona’s/'jnnlarediii 
6-year-old daughter, ’ Tank, 


-ifi^rpsesriaifr'OBt ra- net family is well known in France. 
^ ; 'icEogp- The head of the family, Jean Vuamet, 

ercors "neatly 63, helped found the ski resort 
of Avariaz in the Rench Alps and was 
also closely associated with the nearby 
resort of Morzine. He heads a business 
that licenses the family name to man- 
ufacturers of stylish sunglasses and ski 
equipment 

Mr. Vuamet said on French tele- 
vision over die weekend that he was 
aware that his wife and die youngest of 
his three sons bad kept in contact with 
members of the cult even after its two 
leaders and 51 of their followers were 
found burned to death last year. 

The Ftendi authorities said they 
would release a list of all of those 
found dead in the Vercors after the 
completion of the autopsies, but itis 
expected to be identical to a list of 16 
people associated with the cult whose 
relatives reported diem missing earlier 
this month. 

The service revolvers of two French 
policemen on that list were found 
among the charred bodies last week- 
theVuar- end. 

r.ix- <r. ... . 


One of them. Jean-Pierre Lar- 
danchet, stationed in the French Alps, 
was missing with his wife and two 
children, aged 2 and 4. In all, three 
children's corpses were found last 
weekend. 

French cult experts said that the 
Order of the Solar Temple mixed el- 
ements of Christianity, astrology and 
medieval legend about the Order of 
Knights Templar, dissolved in 1312, 
and speculated that the 13 adults died 
or were lulled as part of a winter 
solstice ritual; the solstice, which 
marks the shortest day of the year, 
occurred Friday. 

“These people knew too much and 
were murdered,” speculated Renaud 
Marine, a French author who has pub- 
lished a book on the Order of the Solar 
Temple. 

In an interview published in I’Ex- 
press after the massacres last year, 
Patrick Vuamet said that be had been 
introduced to the cult by an astrologer 
in Geneva, and that he had decided to 
join after discussions with his mother, 
described by friends as an emotionally 


Paris Denies 
Caver-Up 
On Pilots 9 
Treatment 


Reuters 

PARIS — France denied 
Wednesday that it was shield- 
ing the Bosnian Serbs after &.- 
newspaper said that two French 
airmen had been told to covct 
up alleged torture during 104! 
days as captives in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

“We have not accepted any 
conditions” fear the puces' re* 
lease, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Yves Dortrianx, ' 
said. 

The weekly Lc Canard JEnp . 
chafod said Tuesday that a 
French general had ordered tbe 
airmen to “say that everything 
happened according to the 
Geneva Convention,” though, 
it said, they were badly beaten, 
poorly fed and subjected to. 
mock executions in which they 
were choked and their broken 
legs kicked. 

“I don't think it's a way to 
protect the Serbs,*' Mr. Don-' 
triaux said, “ImmafiaiiGte^ 
their release am hefbas thepr^ 
release we said we were hot , ] 
ready to discuss with die Sober ' 
any conditions. We said it then, 
ana we can repeat it now” 

Lieutenant Jos6 Souvignct 
Jvd Captain RddSric Onfibt 
were freed by the commander of 
the Bosnian Serbs, General 
Ratko Mladic, on Dec. 12, elim- 
inating a final stumMing block to 
the signing of the Bosnian peace 
accord in Paris iwq days later. ' 

The paper sad Captain Ch& 
fot’s nose was broken (faring , 
beatings and an employee of the 
hospital where bent men were 
mured for broken limbs contin- 
ued to hit Captain Griffot’snose, 
knocking him unconscious sev- 
eral times. A Defense Mmistiy 
spokesman denied the mints had .. 
been told what to say dxwt then- 
captivity but would neither con- 
firm nor deny the paper’s account 
of their treatment. 

Cap tain ChifFot’s father, 
Jean-Louis Oriffot, saidln in- ’ 
terviews that the article was 
“very precise.” 



unstable woman who felt neglected by 
her husband. 

“The theme of thepassage from life 
to death came up again and again ,” he 
said then. “Jouret explained that there 
was nothing to fear — quite the con- 
trary, I began to feel close to sac- 
rifice. 

. "What I thought was true is false, 
and I failed to recognize that." 

But over the weekend of Dec. 17, 
authorities believe, be drove his moth- 
er, his companion and her child the 
150 miles (240 kilometers} from 
Geneva to the forest above the French 
village of Saint-Pi erre-de-Chfrermes 
for the final passage. 

Jacques Guyard, head of a French 
parliamentary commission on sects 
that was set up in 1994, said there were 
1300 of them active in France, from 
Scientology to splinter groups, with 
150,000 members. 

Mr. Guyard said the commission 
would propose closer supervision and 
new laws to make it harder for sects to 
claim immunity from prosecution for 
committing crimes. 


BOSNIA: 

Serbs Accused 

Continued from Page I 

points, in die first real test of 
their willingness to honor the 
Dayton peace deal. 

“It’s going pretty -well but 
the local commander is allowed 
to be a little flexible and we’ll 
wait until midnight to make a 
judgment,” said a NATO 
source who asked not to be 
named. Under the peace accord, 
rival military forces are re- 
quired to pull back from des- 
ignated sites along the con- 


JobGilaMpiMchHw-taK 

SNO W BOUND— Boats blanketed with snow Wednesday in the Yorkshire town of Filey. In the Shetland Islands, 
some roads reopened, but hundreds of people lacked electricity and more snow was forecast for the weekend. 
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„ Harness 

ForBoya^Sfail’s ‘Snail 5 

, la, B ritain, electronic mail and con- 
ventional mafUnay just have found a way 
to Ijve tpgether.Tbmiks toatechnological 
crossover promoted by a private on-line 
company ^computer .Hsers will be able to 
sepdrn^^g^ to those who do not have 
compute^ -fair nexfday delivery any- 


;aJwcMBODth trial, users (^soft- 
ware otferedby die PhooeLink company 
will send &srail messages much as they 
would have before, reports The Sunday 
Times. PhooeLink’s computers will pass 
pq those destined far conventional de- 
livery — <- " snail mad;” in the Internet 
t-ijto ibe» Royal. Mail’s electronic 
services headquarters in London. There 
-they will be printed out, placed in en- 
velopes and ^sorted for delivery. 

“Wo think, of itas having a postbox on 
your, .desk,” says Chris Knowles, a 
FhcfteLtak spokesman. “And one which 
happens#) oe at the center of the Royal 
Mail's postal services.” 


fa the future, tbe Royal Mail may also 
offer custom-designed envelopes and 
color printing of E-mail documents. 

PhoneLink does not have an exclusive 
arrangement wife the Royal Mail, so if the 
experiment is a success, imitators are 
bound to follow — taking some of the 
“snail” out of snail mafl. 

Around Europe 

The 12-mile coastline between 
BlackhaO and Ryhope, in northern Eng- 
land, was known for scenic wooded val- 
leys referred to locally as “denes” — 
until die coal mining industry arrived in 
tbe last century. The lovely coast of East 
Durham became the infamous “black 
beaches,” polluted by mine waste. But 
two years ago, the last deep mine closed. 
Local, regional and national groups are 
now raising £10.5 million for a cleanup 
that will include removal of two huge slag 
heaps. The East Durham Task Force 
hopes eventually to reopen six railroad 
stations thar once brought thousands of 
vacationers to the coast 

It is a most European story: B. D. 
Cremer was a youth of 14, living in the 
Dutch city of Groningen, when German 
soldiers, on their way out of town, entered 
the family home one dark April day in 
1945. When they took the young boy's 
most prized possession, a stamp collec- 


tion, he screamed so loudly that the sol- 
diers threatened to shoot his father. After 
die war, he painstakingly assembled a 
new collection,, only to have it stolen 
during a break-in. Illnesses in the family 
left Mm without the wherewithawal to 
start over. So he turned to the Germans — 
who else? — for help. In a letter to the 
daily Die Welt of Hamburg, he asked for 
gifts of stamps to allow him to build a new 
collection, saying, “Germany has. in die 
Emopean Union, become our true 
friend.” The response has reportedly 
been most gratifying. 

In the past, some elderly French peo- 
ple left their fortunes to be administered 
by die village or city government, which 
each year would confer an award on a local 
person or couple of unusual merit. The 
quaint-sounding practice endures, but it has 
required some updating. In 1 892, one Yic- 
torine Gilbert left her fortune to provide 
annual awards to “die person who, at great- 
est risk to life and limb, has managed to stop 
a runaway horse in Paris.” The City of Paris 
has combined and modernized such prizes, 
now recognizing, for example, a person 
“displaying great courage.” Years ago, a 
certain Mademoiselle GarbiUier left her 
own fortune to award “virgmly maidens of 
the seventh azrondissemenL” Now there is 
an award for a "deserving young wife.” 

International Herald Tribune 


ration line by Wednesday, 
eight days after NATO formal- 
ly took over the peace-keeping 
mission from the United Na- 
tions. 

The alliance also summoned 
rival militar y co mman ders to 
Porebrice, in northern Bosnia, 
for their first regional peace 
talks in a bleak no-man ’s-land 
of bunkers and minefields cho- 
sen by NATO to drive home the 
horror of tbe conflict. 

U.S. Major General William 
Nash, head of U.S. troops in 
NATO's Bosnian peace force, 
convened the gathering so die 
waning parties’ commanders 
could discuss implementing 
peace by removing millions of 
mines strewn across the coun- 

tey- 

Tbey met in the remains of a 
shelled restaurant straddling 
snow-covered front lines in an 
area where Muslims, Serbs and 
Croats fought some of the war’s 
fiercest battles. 

The grim battlefield zone 
was meant “to symbolize the 
horror of war and get on with 
fee peace,” General Nash’s 
aide. Colonel Henry Strathman, 
said. 

Mr. Sarirbey, who was meet- 
ing Pentagon officials later 
Wednesday, described a 
smooth transition in Sarajevo as 
critical for persuading Serbs 
living elsewhere in Bosnia that 
they need not fear living under 
Muslim rule. 

To calm Bosnian Serbs, he 
said the government was bring- 
ing more of them into a multi- 
ethnic civilian police force and 
would welcome monitoring by 
human-rights groups of the re- 
unification of Sarajevo. 

The peace drive came under 
attack from tbe weather when 
flash floods hit a French For- 
eign Legion camp and threat- 
ened to delay the building of a 


Pro- West Turk Parties Seek Pact 

ANKARA — Turkey’s political parties set about forming 
a secular alliance Wednesday 10 block Islamists from taking ! 
power after weekend elections, bnt mutual resentment bc£ 
tween the party leaders showed problems loomed. 

“I believe there will be a coalition soon — there are no top- 
level meetings at the moment, but behind-the-scenes work is 
going on, 1 1 stud an aide to Prime Minister Tansu Ciller. “But 
I don’t think the coalition can last long, and I can foresee new 
elections in less than two years.” 

Mrs. Ciller’s True Path Party and the rival conservative 
Motherland Party finished together behind the Islamists in 
elections Sunday, winning about 40 percent of the vote 
between them, against a bit more than 21 percent for the 
Islamist Welfare Party. 

Analysts fear a further power vacuum in Turkey, where 
there has been a stopgap government since Mrs. Ciller's 
right-left coalition collapsed in September, if conservatives 
cannot unite. (Reuters) 

Kozyrev Sent on Afghan Mission 

MOSCOW — Russia’s foreign minister, Andrei V. 
Kozyrev, was still clinging to his job Wednesday after a 
meeting with President Boris N. Yeltsin. But be was clearly 
on notice. 

Mr. Yeltsin said this fall that he would replace Mr. 
Kozyrev. The question was when. Many observers expected 
Mr. Kozyrev to emerge from the meeting Wednesday with his 
resignation in hand. Instead, be was told to go to Afghanistan 
and negotiate the freedom of Russian pilots downed there by 
Islamic fundamentalists. (AP) 

Hints of More French Unrest 

PARIS — Tbe co-leader of the recent wave of strikes in 
France is threatening more unrest at the end of January when 
new tax increases bite into pay slips, according to an interview 
published Wednesday. 

Marc Blondel, the leader of the Workers Force union, told 
La Tribune Desfosses, a business newspaper, that, “come tbe 
end of January, when taxes will hit, mere will be an awak- 
ening of demands.” 

He said the union's executive committee would meet Jan. 15 
to “see what are die attitudes of our organizations” and to 
“examine the situation for further actions.” Mr. Blondel said 
the unions would press die government of Prime Minister 
Alain Juppd to limit parliamentary oversight of the social 
security system to disbursement of tax revenue and not of 
revenue from worker and employer contributions. (AP) 

Polish Prime Minister Stays On 

WARSAW — The Polish prime minister, Jozef Oleksy, 
who has been accused of spying for Moscow, said Wednes- 
day that he would not suspend his duties until prosecutors 
reviewed die allegations. 

“The tasks and duties of die government are substantial, 
and it is not time for such gestures," Mr. Oleksy said in a state 
radio interview, responding to suggestions that he should take 
a leave of absence. 

The espionage allegations against Mr. Oleksy arose last 
week, just as Resident Lech Walesa was to hand over the 
power to Mr. Oleksy's colleague, Alexander Kwasniewski. 
Mr. Oleksy has rejected the charges as groundless. He \ 
acknowledges frequent contacts with Russians, but says die 1 
evidence against him was fabricated by Mr. Walesa’s sup- ^ 
porters. (Reuters) 

New Clue in Palme Case Dubious 


A gun being examined in connection 
>f the Swedish prime minister. Olof 


STOCKHOLM 
with the 1986 murder of 
Palme, may not even have been in existence ar the time of the 
killing, tbe police said Wednesday. 

Forensic experts were examining the revolver, a Smith & 
Wesson 357 Magnum, which was handed over to police after 
an anonymous source gave it to die tabloid Aftonbladet 

"A technical investigation is under way,” a police spokes- 
man said. “It may be feat the barrel, or even the whole gun, 
was made after 1986.” 

He said the police hoped the tipster, who has commu- 
nicated with the police only through Aftonbladet, would 
come forward for proper questioning. ( Reuters ) 


135 Massacred in Raids 
By Rival Zulu Groups 


SLOVAKIA: Democracy at Risk GYPSIES: Czech Law Makes Citizemhip Difficult butif^^Sipters 1 plucked 

1 some 60 Legionnaires to safety 


Continued from Page 1 

deputy chairman of die Chris- 
tian Democratic party, have re- 
cendy reported being assaulted 
on the street by thugs who were 
not interested in robbing them. 
Both suspect that the beatings 
were a form of retribution or 
warning from elements of the 
rvttrly Invigorated secret po- 
ll*. 

Last month. Parliament ap- 
proved a law requiring the use 
of the Slovak language m mmy 
circumstances. Like many Slo- 
vak laws, this one is vague and 
open to various interpretations. 
Bui it has deeply upset lexers 
of the country’s ethnic Hun- 
garians, who constitute about 
f ] percent of the population. 
The Hungarian ambassador, 

Jeno Boreal* 
"bureaucrats at lower levels 
would use the law nttoni- 

^te.Mr.Boios^Tx^rev- 

cral cases that have atarfy 
come to his attention, including 
in which anetteucHim- 

Srian was not allowed to send 
a telegram in Hungarian. 

•re is an ok! expression 


ed States. followed with one 
utging the government to place 
“greater emphasis cm the tol- 
eration of diverse opinions." 

Soon after, the . European 
Pariuanent adopted a resolution 
charging the Slovak govem : 
meat with following “policies 
which show no respect for 
democracy, innrain «nn minor- 
ity rights and tire rule of law.” 

The rh&innan of Slovakia's 
Parliament, Ivan Gasparoyic, 
who is a close ally of Mr. Me- 
dar, warned that these condem- 
nations were - Mreatm^dange^ - tionon 
ous tension and nervousness in > change 


Continued from Page 1 


fairly weak on this,” a UN 
refugee official said. 

Aside from the basic ques- 
tion of human rights, the 
refugee agency has also ex- 
pressed concern lhat tire Czech ’ 
law is encouraging Gypsies, 
frustrated at the lack of security 
at home, to free to Western Eu- 
, rope. Several hundred Gypsies 
have sought asylum in Ger- 
many in the last two years. 

There bas so far been no ac- 
to the Czechs to 
law and bring it into 


know, the sions, mt. 

lan- “Meciar was elected by fee 


the country. 

“A large number of Slovaks . 
are b eginning to have serious 
doubts abort the sincerity of. 
Western states' desire to mlxK 
grate Slovakia into the EU and 
NATO,” Mr. Gasparovic said. 

Mr. Gasparovic and Mr. Me- 
dar declined repealed requests 
for interviews uils month, but 
one leader of the governing par- 
ty, DusanSIobodmk, c h ai rm an 
of the parliamentary committee 
on foreign affairs, agreed to. 

no^^nuy in foe world is 


Mr. Slobodmk said. 


T tt0 r mnt m !an- Meciar 

new expression. Ttw more™ ncooie. and in our political sys- 
Sages you know, the worse pe^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Slov ak you are- power be needs. We have mote 

jys Ss5 ^ ■ d * L-5 • = 


governments have ^ have’ elections arid a free 

Sirt concern about ^ ^ in any democratic 

«Iopiwnisin ^try. Nothing fappens bae 

Shat is not in accordance wift 

injdc 3 the «**iiy 10 defend 

SSSSSSEt.— com,ny ” 
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line with tire standards of the 

Everything Goes 
To Qatar Sheikh 

Martm Bennett, the 
owner of Charlotte’s 
near the Marble Arch in 
London, celebrating tbe 
sale of the entire contents 
of his fiinrishings shop to 
a sheikh from Qatar who 
misreadthe sale sign and 
offered a half- million 
dollars for the store’s 
stock. The merchandise 
wifi be shipped to Qatar, 
where the sbeikh is the 
owner of a large 
shopping complex. 

Ran* Htwnto i mrn fir m* P n m c 


Council of Europe, of which the 
Czech Republic is a member. 

Critics say this is partly be- 
cause Mr. Havel has been un- 
willing to push to change a law 
that public opinion surveys 
show is hugely popular among 
Czech voters. 

Ladislav Zamfaoj, a social 
worker with the Toloance Foun- 
dation, said Mr. Havel had told 
the foundation this year that he 
was powerless te change what he 
agreed was an unfair law. 

In response to criticism, 
Czech officials have denied that 
the law is disemninatory. 
Zdenek Matejka, a government 


citizenship expert, said that 
medical and unemployment 
benefits were conditioned on a 
permanent residence card, and 
not on citizenship. 

In practice, however, social 
workers say that residence 
cards are difficult to obtain and 
that government agencies de- 
mand evidence of citizenship 
before giving benefits. 

The Czech Interior Ministry, 
which oversees citizenship pro- 
cedures, reports that Czech cit- 
izenship has been given to 
360,000 Slovaks since 1 993. But 
most of these people are non- 
Gypsies, social workers say. 


Legionnaires 

when a tented camp for 1,C 
paratroops outside the southern 
Bosnian town of Mostar was 
engulfed by tbe flooded river 
Neretva. 

Spanish troops and armor 
crossed into Serbian-held areas 
of southern Bosnia for the first 
time to assert NATO’S “go 
anywhere” peace mandate. 

In driving rain, a column of a 
dozen vehicles, including BMR 
armored cars with 25mm can- 
non and 1 2.7mm machine guns, 
headed east from a checkpoint 
outside Mostar toward the 
Bosnian Serbian town of 
Nevesinje. (Reuters. AFP) 


Reuters 

DURBAN, South Africa — 
At least 135 people have been 
killed in political and criminal 
violence tn South Africa’s Zulu 
heartland province since last 
Friday, the police said Wednes- 
day. 

The toll compared with 90 
victims of violence in KwaZu- 
lu-Natal province over the same 
period a week ago. 

In one of the worst incidents, 
the police said more than 600 
Zulus armed with spears, axes 
and guns swept tiirough rural 
villages of Shobashobane in 
Izingolweni, on the KwaZulu- 
Natal south coast, burning, 
killing and looting in a sus- 
pected politically motivated at- 
tack on Christmas Day. 

At least 19 people were 
killed in tbe attack on homes of 
families of African National 
Congress supporters. 

Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki on Tuesday visited the 
scene of the massacre outside 
Port Shepstone, 160 kilometers 



(100 miles) south of Durban. 

Tire ANC’s spokesman in 
KwaZulu-Natal blamed the Zu- 
lu-based Inkatha Freedom Parr 
ty for the massacre. 

But an Inkatha spokesman, 
Phillip Powell, denied the al- 
legation, saying Inkatha mem- 
bers had been subjected to a 
wave of killing in die past three 
months. 

A police spokesman said 
Shobashobane was quiet 
Wednesday, and that be expect- 
ed the toll to rise as more bodies 
were found in burned houses. 

“Shobashobane is a ghost 
town,” he said. “Thai means it 
is quiet since the attack. I can 
say that nobody has been ar- 
rested. There are units of the 
South African National Defense 
Force and the Internal Stability 
Unit patrolling tbe area.” 

A human rights watchdog 
group, the Network of Indepen- 
dent Monitors, called on Safety 
and Security Minister Sydney 
Mufamadi to allow an indepen- 
dent investigation. 


France Is on Top 
Of Dutch Hit List 


Reuters 

AMSTERDAM — Dutch 
antipathy toward their German 
neighbors is notorious, but a 
recent poll Iras shown that they 
like the French even less. 

Many observers thought that 
bitter memories of World War 
II occupation and intense ri- 
valry on the soccer field had 
secured Germany’s status as 
least-favored-nation here. 

But a poll for De Volkskrant 
newspaper revealed that m fact 
the Reach were seen as the 
most arrogant and least demo- 
cratic of the Netherlands' near- 
est European neighbors. 

The Belgi ans were die most 
popular, closely followed by 
the British, with the French nar- 
rowly edging out die Germans 
for the title of least-loved. 
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SributtC Turkish Elections Complicate U.S. Bosnia Strategy 

THE WASHINtfim POST 1 ' fl* PaWg® Stti ite H 


The Islamist Victory 


1 Few countries are as strategically im- 
portant to American interests around the 
world as Turkey. During the Cold War, 
■ Washington valued its large army and long 
land frontier with the Soviet Union. Since 
the Soviet collapse, Turkey's pro-Western 
leaders have promoted it as a bastion of 
secular democracy in the Muslim Middle 
■East, a strategic counterweight to Iran. But 
Turkey, which is a NATO member and 
■aspires to be a member of the European 
Union, has never quite lived up to its 
ambitions, or Washington's. It has waged 
-a brutal war a gains t its Kurdish minority 
and its human rights record is abysmal. 
Now its secular character is under siege. 

■ The mili candy Islamic Welfare Party 
finished first in Sunday’s elections, its 
strongest showing ever, opening a difficult 
new phase in Turkish politics. Even 
though the party drew only 21 percent of a 
fractured vote, it invokes the Muslim faith 
professed by 98 percent of Turkey’s peo- 
ple. Its success threatens the long-term 
viability of the secular republic established 
72 years ago by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. 
The party's gains also threaten Turkey's 
international and economic policies since 
the party is hostile to NATO, Europe, 
Israel and entrepreneurial capitalism. 

The party has material as well as spir- 
itual appeal for Turkey’s urban poor, its 
greatest base of strength. In Ankara and 
Istanbul, both of which it has governed 
since early last year, the party has offered 
cheap bread, health clinics and other so- 


cial services desperately needed by hun- 
dreds of thousands of recent migrants 


from the countryside. These include 
many Kurds who have fled fierce army 
repression in their home region. Local 
governments controlled by the Welfare 
Party have also closed battered women’s 
shelters and have campaigned against 
Western- influenced art and culture. 


Turkey's secular parties understand- 
ably feel threatened. They are now 
scrambling to put together a broad left* 
right coalition and hint that the military 
could somehow step in to defend 
Atatmk’s secular legacy. The secular par- 
ties would do better to reach out to Wel- 
fare’s voters with social programs, po- 
litical dialogue and a halt to military 
pressure against Kurdish civilians. 

Prime Minister Tansu Ciller, who re- 
signed Monday, pressed for Turkey's in- 
tegration into the European Union to re- 
inforce Ankara’s ties to the West Two 
weeks ago, the European Parliament with 
an eye to helping secularists in the election, 
overlooked its objections to Turkish hu- 
man rights abuses and approved a customs 
union. But the voters seemed to care less 
about Europe than their own economic 
survival, made harder by the austerity poli- 
cies international lenders have driven 
Ankara to pursue. 

The Welfare Party's leader is Necmet- 
tin Erbakan, a former deputy prime min- 
ister and a wily veteran of Turkey’s po- 
litical wars. In the 1970s, he led an earlier 
Islamic party into a governing coalition 
with the Social Democrats, the first breach 
in Atannk's secular wall. Since then he 
has advocated friendship with Iraq, hos- 
tility to Israel and Europe and hard-line 
support for Turkish rule in Cyprus. 

His most formidable enemy is the 
army, which sees itself as the guardian of 
Ataturk 's legacy. After the military took 
power in 1980, it convicted Mr. Erbakan 
of trying to set up an Islamic state. 

Neither military repression nor the nar- 
rowly based economic boom of the 1980s 
has slowed Islamic political gains in 
Turkey. It is not too late to demilitarize 
the Kurdish conflict and expand social 
services, but time is running short. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Misery as Propaganda 


A study commissioned by the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization estimates 
that a half-million Iraqi children have died 
because of the international economic 
sanctions in effect since the end of the Gulf 
War. To this stunning toll must be added 
the malnutrition and disease affecting the 
many others, children and adults, who are 
still alive. It adds up to a second Gulf war 
of historic p ropo rtions — a war whose 
immense civilian casualties apparently fall 
most conspicuously upon die young. 

But that is not the sum of it The po- 
litically and morally defining feature of 
this second Gulf war is not die extent of 
the casualties but that they are being 
inflicted in what amounts to an unde- 
clared and unequal civil conflict On one 
side, fully armed and fully ready to 
apply its arms, is the regime of Saddam 
.“Hussein. On the other, completely dis- 
mantled, are hs citizens, involuntary recruits 
tin a war dial could be recognized as an 
-exercise in savagery on the model that 
; Stalin and Hitler conducted against their 
-people in their time. 

; - Some good-hearted people in the West 
. and some Arab and Islamic sympathizers 
■can regularly be heard calling on the 
! winners of the Gulf War to have a heart 


for the children of the losers. But Saddam 
Hussein could instantly ease the plight of 
his population. Trade restrictions on Iraq 
permit the licensed entry of food, medical 
supplies and humanitarian aid. The UN 
Security Council has offered Baghdad 
opportunities to sell oil under its super- 
vision to pay for such civilian needs, but 
Mr. Saddam has refused, saying these 
plans would infringe on Iraqi sovereign- 
ty. In short, it is entirely by his decision 
that a half-million Iraqi children, if that is 
the right number, may be gone. 

The point is not simply to engage in a 
contest of words with die Iraqi dictator. 
His readiness to countenance mass death 
and suffering among his people provides 
the keenest available clues to his thinking 
about his adversaries. The man who uses 
the death of Iraqi children as a propaganda 
display is the same man who, according to 
the indefatigable UN commission that 
tracks his weapons-building, has never 
stopped trying to gain the means to avenge 
his Gulf War humiliation. Any question of 
whetherhe would be ready to use weapons 
of terror against foreigners dissolves 
against the reality of his continuing mur- 
derous victimization of Iraq's children. 

—THE WASHINGTON POST. 


States’ Burden 


The Republicans say one of their goals 
; in cutting the budget is to transfer power 
to the states, and so they would But a 
recent report on states' finances is a re - 
.minder that they would be shifting a major 
burden as well. It's not dear the states 
.would have the resources to take it on. 

Medicaid is at the heart of the federal- 
; state relationship. The federal govern- 
ment now provides more than a fifth of the 
;money state and local governments have 
available to spend each year. The federal 
■share of Medicaid is more than a third of 
this, by far the largest share — and Med- 
icaid in turn is easily the fastest-growing 
major element of state budgets. The recent 
report by the Center for the Study of the 
States at the State University of New York 
says that in fiscal J 990, Medicaid was 9.1 
percent of state spending. By 1994 it had 
reached 12.8 percent, a 40 percent rise. 

Some of that increase was the result of 
accounting games and the states' own 
doing. Because the feds pay a tittle more 
than half of Medicaid costs, the states 
shifted into the Medicaid program all 
kinds of services they had provided on 
their own, including some phantom ser- 
vices whose only purpose was to jack up 
the federal matching grant But caseloads 
and health care costs were rising sharply as 
well. The Medicaid caseload increase 
through this period is all that kept the 
number of uninsured in the country from 
rising even faster than it did and putting 
even more pressure on state and local 
governments and the health care industry 
to provide so-called uncompensated care. 


The Republicans, however, would 
sharply cut projected federal Medicaid 
spending, let the states cut their share as 
well, ana at the same time limit Medicare 
spending in such a way as to add to the 
burden on Medicaid, which is the backup 
program of the two. 

The center notes in its report that Med- 
icaid’s rapid expansion is already causing 
some other programs within state budgets 
to be crowded. Higher education's share 
of state spending fell from 1990 to 1994 
— more of die burden was shifted to 
rapidly rising tuition — and the share 
going to elementary and secondary ed- 
ucation remained the same despite almost 
a 7 percent increase in enrollment 

The argument is that if the states have 
greater flexibility, they will be able to 
provide health care for the poor with 
greater efficiency and at lower cost. No 
doubt if the budget is cut there will be 
some of that. But the likelihood is that cuts 
as large as the Republicans propose can’t 
be absorbed at the state level. The hard 
choices at the state level will only be 
intensified; the federal budget problem 
will be solved at state expense. If the states 
are already having to choose between 
increasing tuition at state colleges and 
providing health care for the poor, what 
are they going to be doing — particularly 
those with the greatest problems — when 
the flow of federal funds is sharply cut? 
Neither the Republicans nor those gov- 
ernors who want the greater flexibility 
have answered that basic question. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 
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W ASHINGTON — Bill Clinton and 
Bob Dole were of course not can- 
didates in the national parliamentary elec- . . 

tiens in Turkey on Sunday. But the po- Instead, the administration proposes that be anchored more solidly in ine ww 
[ideal fares of the president and the Turkey manage the train-and-arm effort. dirough expanded 
Republican front-runner may have been The Dec 24 Turkish election casts a The election returns imdfiilme tow aix- 

grazed by that distant balloting, in which shadow over that strategy that the Clinton ficult a task that is. Toe aamjiB5w«n 
Islamic fundamentalists scored big gains, administration would be reckless to ignore, must be careful to avoid trying to n *JP. 

The ricochet passes through Bosnia and Having displayed boldness in achieving the Turkey by drawing it more de^iy mro 
the gathering struggle between President Dayton accord and deploying American Bosnia and asking it to take Miramar 
Clinton and Senator Dole over the training troops into Bosnia over the Christmas sea- responsibilities there. Pursuing tnose oo^ 
and equipping of the Bosnian Army dur- son, the administration must now tread jedhtes would guarantee ‘‘missiOTCTe^i 
ing the year in which 20,000 U.5, troops warily as it sorts out the role of U.S. troops of the most disastrous kind 
are to keep the peace in the Balkans. in Bosnia. So must Mr. Dole. largeT, unavowabie TOhbcal commitnutois 

Mr. Dole has long favored direct U.S. Turkey's fundamentalists did not win beyond immediate battiradd anns. 
military logistical help for the Bosnian the election. But they got 21 percent, the sion creep turned Somalia mto apolitical 
government. His pressure helped force the largest score of any party, and became an disastexfortbis a^mnistra^iL ^ . 

administration into a still hazy commit- important, strongly anti- American force in In looking at Bosnia, the Cuntro ac^ 

meat to arm and train the Bosnian Army to Turkish politics. Turkey’s secular parties ministration must dunk Europe, jwtMinme 
defend itself in die future. Without that expect to form a coalition to keep the East. Bosnia is not an existential LSS ^f . Ior 
commitment to level the battlefield, Mr. fundamentalists out of the government. Turkey and the other Islamic c omma , 
Clinton's derision to send troops to Bosnia But the government will now constantly be took rhetoric to the conlraxy^notwitnstsgKi- 
would not have been politically sustainable looking over its shoulder at the Islamists, ing. ft. is such a question for Europe, .wnicn 
in Congress or in public opinion. ft is unclear if the White House ever must be willing and able totake mi the 

But the Pentagon refuses to have Amer- believed the Turkish option was a real dominant security re^xmsibmyOTBqs^ 
ican troops provide arms and training while answer to the problems created by the after the one-year deadline Mr. Cfmton has 
they separate the warring Serbian, Croatian Pentagon's refusal to undertake “arm and set for the withdrawal of U.S. troops. _ 
ana Muslim forces. Mixing those roles train.” Turkey was for some a convenient Mr. Dole favors the United States using 

would expose U.S. troops to open Serbian way of promising that somebody else its uroops to arm and train the Bosnians as 
hostility and ham. the Pentagon argues, would take care of those problems. their primary task, despite the apposition 


By Jim HoagUnd 


But some senior policymakers have long 
argued that Turkey is the most important 
post-Cold War ' ‘front-line state” and must 
be anchored more solidly in the_ West 


grazed by that distant balloting, ia which 
Islamic fundamentalists scored big gains. 
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The election returns underiine how dif- 
ficult a task that is. The admini stration 
must be careful to avoid hying to ‘Tidp 
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Clinton and Senator Dole over the training 
and equipping of the Bosnian Army dur- 
ing the year in which 20.000 U.S, troops 
are to keep the peace in the Balkans. 

Mr. Dole has long favored direct U.S. 
military logistical help for the Bosnian 
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responsibilities there. Pursuing those ol> 
jectives would guarantiee ' ‘mission creep 
of the most disastrous kind — tidin g on 
larger, unavowabie political commitments 
beyond immediate battlefield aims. Mis- 
sion creep turned Somalia into apolitical 

disaster for this administration. 


in Congress or in public opinion. 

But me Pentagon refuses to have Amer- 
ican troops provide arms and training while 


ana Muslim forces. Mixing those roles 
would expose U.S. troops to open Serbian 
hostility and harm, the Pentagon argues. 


mDSt DC Willing tutu tunc uu> ^ 
cfcHnmanr sccuriiy respcHisfoflfry for Bo snia 
after the one-year deadline Mr. CKnton has 
set for the withdrawal of U.S. troops. 

Mr. Dole favors the United States’ using 
its troops to arm and train the Bosnians as 
their primary ewk, despite the opposition 


^sS^wbringiheBost^upto 
military parity and hope fhai detastbe 
Ste^Ooats after tto Aroerteans 
leave. Politically, Mr. Dole has hem 
argument, especially in the wake of the 

Bosnians appeals both to logic and honor 
Sre&yto do^tteroncon- 

. vinchK GiniOT 

kgand training the Bosman^^elsr 
lamie worid while winking at the Serbs. 

Bur Mr. Dole will be vulnerable to 
criticism if he does push the Pentagon arto 
a mission it opposes and thingstom go 
badly in Bosnia. There are nsks for him ro 
pushing an activist, co mm itted U-S. role 
too far, too fast. 

• The Dayton accord forbids any arms 
imports into Bosnia for the first 90 days 
after the Dec. 14 formal signing. Mr. 

C3inton and Mr. Dole should agree now to 

use that delay to come to a common 
ifnAnyraniiing on bow Americans get out 
of Bosnia and what follows their exiL 
Such an understanding could ensure that 
their political interests, and the U.S. na- 
tional interest, emerge from Bosnia with- 
out unnec essary harm. 

Washington Post Writers Grotqr- 


Israeli-Syrian Talks Seek to Blaze a New Path Around Obstacles 


L ONDON — The assassina- 
tion of Prime Minister 


By John Chipman 


Yitzhak Rabin served as a form of 
shock therapy for President Hafez 
Assad of Syria. Previously, Is- 
raeli leaders’ claims drat there 
was not universal domestic sup- 


port for the exchange of territory 
for peace were mated as mere 


for peace were treated as mere 
negotiating ploys. 

But the circumstances of Mr. 
Rabin's death convinced Mr. 
Assad that he should, as he told 
Western leaders in private, 
approach a renewal of peace 
discussions with creativity and 
flexibility. 

Sensing his own mortality (his 
health is not good) and die little 
time that remains before 
Israeli elections — which might 
bring to power a government 
unwilling to withdraw from the 
Golan Heights — Mr. Assad 
has decided to test just how keen 
the Shimon Peres government 
is on peace. 

The latest round of talks be- 
tween the two countries, which 
began Wednesday near Washing- 
ton, will also test just what ini- 
tiative and artistry Mr. Assad has 
allowed his negotiators. 

Mr. Peres, on assuming the 
mantle of prime minister, offered 
Mr. Assad the negotiating forum 
of his choice: secret talks, talks 
between leaders, large or small 
negotiating teams, talks mediated 
by the United States or strictly 
bilateral talks. 

This was an offer difficult to 
refuse. The talks in the United 
States, which will involve some 
U.S. mediation, will set the agenda 
for further discussions and the 
methods for dealing with the 
many interlocking issues that a 
peace treaty between Syria and 
Israel would entail. 

The trick will be finding a for- 
mat that ensures all major issues 
can be discussed simultaneously, 
which would prevent a deadlock 


on one issue from blocking dis- 
cussions on others, and which 
would build toward a comprehen- 
sive agreement that incorporates 
compromises across issue areas. 

In roughly ascending order of 
negotiating difficulty, there are 
five major problems to solve. 

• The first is the problem of 
borders. The Israelis are likely to 
insist that in the event of a frill 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, die final borders should 
be the “international borders,” a 
tine drawn in 1923 in British- 
mandated Palestine and slightly 
different from the 1949 armistice 
line. The Syrians, for their part 
will want to see the borders of 
June 4, 1967, that is, the area that 
Syria controlled before Israel oc- 
cupied the Golan. Israel will in 
response argue that this border is 
not really a border because it was 
never demarcated. 

To return to the status quo be- 
fore the 1967 Six Day War will 
therefore require detailed discus- 
sions on territory, since some of 
the areas that Syria controlled at 
the time were gained in skirmish- 
es between the Israelis and the 
Syrians in the 1950s and 1960s. 
This is a fact that the Israelis will 
use. to die annoyance of the 
Syrians, in claiming that in the 
spirit of the negotiations, terri- 
tory gained by the use of force 
should not count in the claim- 
ant’s favor. 

• For Mr. Assad, the important 
thing will be die ability to credibly 
claim that he has "recovered all 
Syrian territory.” For the Israelis, 
the issue of borders is closely 
linked to die second problem of 
water. They will want an arrange- 
ment that does not have the Syr- 
ians in complete control of the 
waters of Lake Tiberias (the Sea 
of Galilee). There is a great Israeli 
fear, in any case, chat whatever the 


actual border, the introduction of 
many more people and animals 
into an area newly controlled by 
Syria might lead to the contam- 
ination of water or to the Syrians’ 
drawing more than their “fair 
share.” The water issue will 
therefore also require careful ne- 
gotiation and perhaps some form 
of international guarantees. 

• The security issue is even 
more complex. Much attention 
has been focused on the Israeli 
demand for an early-warning sta- 
tion on the Golan. The previous 
talks foundered on this point. The 
Syrians may now accept an early- 
warning station manned by foe 
Americans, though the traditional 
Israeli fear of mo rtgaging the 
country’s security to a third pow- 
er, no matter how close, and an 
American reluctance to have U.S. 
soldiers play a trip-wire role may 
work against this compromise. 

More important will be die ac- 
tual balance of ferees agreement 
The Israelis will wish to have the 
Syrians prohibited from deploying 
close to the Golan and will argue 
nor merely for their redeployment 
toward foe north but for their re- 
structuring, so dial they have 
much less heavy armor that could 
be moved to die new bonder. But 
the Israeli argument that, since the 
Syrian-IsraeJi border will be only 
3 percent of Syria’s frontier and 
should therefore have a corre- 
sponding percentage of Syrian 
armed force deployed near it, will 
fell on unsympathetic ears. The 
Syrians will be sensitive to the 
issues of sovereignty involved in 
an “Israeli-mandated" reconfig- 
uration of their armed forces. 

• The pace of an eventual with- 
drawal may be easier to negotiate. 
Previously foe Syrians seemed to 
want a full withdrawal within a 
year. While foe Israelis might now 
agree to a fast withdrawal, a two- 


or even a two-and-a-half-year pe- 
riod might be acceptable to Syria, 
particularly since there is tacit 
agreement to coordinate the pace 
of withdrawal with the intensity 
of nor malizatio n. The Syrians 
are not keen to quickly see an 
Israeli flag flying in Damascus 
and hordes of Israeli tourists de- 
scending on Aleppo and Palmyra. 
The Israelis, particularly under 
their visionary prime minister, 
would be unhappy with a “Cold 
peace” , that gave them no con- 
fidence in the hew arrangements. 
D efining normalization wfl] be a 


• Ultimately, die most difficult 
challenge - will be bringing foe 
Lebanese into the discussions. 
The Lebanese, whose foreign pof- 
icy in the area is but an echo of 
Syria's, want to see withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from ftteir land in 
compliance with UN Resolution 
425. Israel will do so only when 
assured it is free of the risk of 
Hezbollah attacks. The- Syrians 
are foe key to ensuring the even- 
tual disarmament of Hezbolliih in 
return for peace. Syria retains 
40,000 troops in Lebanon and a 
desire to keep die country in its 
sphere of influence. The principal 
Israeli requirement is seemity. Is- 
rael may withdraw fr o m the south 
and accept continued Syrian 
suzerainty in Lebanon. • 

But would it be good for Israel 
to_achieve its own security at the. 
price of Lebanese independence? 
And what would be the value, in 
security terms, of a deal on the 
Golan that nevertheless implicitly^ 
allowed Syria unrestricted move- 
ment in Lebanon? 


many conditions cm Syria’s ac- 
tivity in Lebanon. Fdr these rea- 
sons, the Lebanese, Who carmot 
have direct, public negotiations 
with the Israelis for fear of Syrian 
censure, are concerned that' in 
die upcoming peace discusrioqk 
their country will be on the tawF 
but not at iL 

Syria and Israel have both 
made a strategic choice for peace. 
Their negotiations may not be so 
complex as the ones' between Is- 
rael and foe Palestinians that cul- 
minated in foe Oslo accords. 
However, Israel wilt be involved 
in “final status’ ’ negotiations 
with the Palestinians.. by May 
1996; foe pace of foe negotiations 
with Syria wQl therefore have to 
be fast if a Syrian-Isradi accord 
is not to be horribly empeshed in 
the requirements oTffie intense 
and sensitive negotiations with 


te raicsuiuaux. , ^. t \' - 

In the next few Weeks, the 


This may be the most sensitive 
element of the negotiations, for 


Syria sees itself as a major Arab 
power with interests in Lebanon, 
and one that has helped to return 
that country to some measure of 
normality. Israel will not be able, 
and may not want, to place too 


world will know ifKesi3ehz As- 
sad can give ^ negotiating 
team the aiUhocyy apd latitude 
to make a co^^eoaiVe peace. 
He wartts a better && than Egypt 
got at Camp David and a better 
deal dian tin Palestinians got 
fof thefoselveS." 

ButJhenecds* tea&Lof expert 
negotiators, and he needs to give 
foexti power ^fhe^ mkaromanages 
foepe^cej^e^^^;^^ apdif 
he makes.toQ xnpefra. viflaedf his 
renowned patience, he may run 
out of time. 

■ As for Israel; # needs to ma|£ 
foe best of foe midtiple-issu! 
negotiation ' it has offered foe' 
Syrians if this peace, which will 
require tough compromises, is 
to be sold to a still skeptical 
Israeli public. 


The writer, director of -the 
[emotional Institute forStrate- 


Intemational Institute for Strate- 
gic Studies, contributed this com- 
ment to the International Herald 
Tribune _ 


How to Succeed in Business: 10 New Year’s Resolutions for China 


B ANGKOK — The year 2000, 
which is supposed to herald 


XJ which is supposed to herald 
the start of the much-hyped “Pa- 
cific Century," is less than 1,500 
days away. But as the date 
approaches, there is concern 
that it may be more a Sinified 
Century. 

The hardheaded business lead- 
ers who attended the recent Pa- 
cific Rim forum — a prestigious 
annual gathering of East Asia's 
business community — want 
evidence that as China grows 
strong, it will also grow 
more sensible. 

Businesspeople want to see re- 
al evidence that Chinese nation- 
alism will be constrained by eco- 
nomic interdependence. China’s 
behavior in 1995 in Hong Kong, 
the South China Sea and. espe- 
cially. in the Taiwan Strait has 
them worried. 

So what resolutions could Chi- 
na make to put hearts at ease 
in 1996? 

First, China could show its 
willingness to accept the con- 
straints of interdependence by 
cutting its average tariff level 
from 36 percent to 15 percent — 
the norm for developing coun- 
tries. If this were reinforced with 
cuts in import quotas, foe abo- 
lition of tax rebates for exporters 
and dear movement to World 
Trade Organization standards 
for foe operation of foreign en- 
terprises in China, then Western 
businesses and governments 
would be impressed. 

Until Beijing takes such steps, 
a strong suspicion will remain 
that China wants entry into 
the WTO without the constraints 
of interdependence. 

Second. China should abide by 
economic agreements ft has al- 
ready signed. Continued massive 
violations of the 1 995 intellectual 
property accord with the United 
States is likely to lead to retal- 
iation by Washington in 1996. 
Pirated software sales in China as 
a percentage of total software 
sales stand at 9$ percent and 
could ai least come down to 


By Gerald Segal 


Brazil’s level of 77 percent. In 
Britain, foe level is 43 percent. 

Foreign businesses warn to 
know that China’s signature 
on economic agreements actually 
means something. There is 
already much concern that cor- 
ruption is undermining a vir- 
tually nonexistent domestic 


legal system. 

Third. China might finally ful- 
fill its often-stated promise to ac- 


Nationalism needs 
to be constrained 
by economic 
interdependence . 


cept full international conversion 
of its currency. The Chinese 


economy could then be held to 
standards of good economic man- 
agement by the international 
money markets. 

Fourth, China could stop 
threatening Taiwan with military 
force. Missile rattling, or worse, 
ahead of the Taiwan presidential 
election in March would suggest 
that Beijing is no more prepared 
to let the island, which ft regards 
as a rebel province, retain its own 
system than it is to let Hong Kong 
genuinely live according jo "one 
country — two systems." 

fifth. China might cease taking 
disputed islands in the South Chi- 
na Sea where it has overlapping 
claims with Taiwan, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Brunei. Or is ft really not pre- 
pared to negotiate matters of 
sovereignty, and does ft see foe 
United Nations Convention on 
the Law of the Sea only as some- 
thing to govern how others relate 
to what is to be owned and 
controlled by China? 

Sixth, Beijing could agree to a 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
that really meant no testing of 
nuclear weapons. Russia is likely 


to agree in 1996, leaving China 
as foe last holdout. 

Seventh, China might finally 
agree to play a positive role in 
international security by begin- 
ning to take a major part in UN 
peacekeeping. The experience of 
putting its troops under foreign 
command would be a demonstra- 
tion of military transparency and 
help build confidence about 
Chinese intentions. 

Eighth, Beijing could publish 
its promised “white paper" on 
defense policy. If the paper were 
to tell the world something ix 
did not know, or confirmed what 
are so far only Western musses 
about foe real level of Chinese 
defense spending, ft would in- 
crease China’s credibility. The 
so-called white paper on arms 
control issued in November by 
Beijing is merely a compilation 
of official Chinese news agen- 
cy handouts. 

Ninth. China could accept for- 
eign human rights delegations 
and allow them to go where they 
wanted, whenever they wanted. A 
country with nothing to hide 
should have no fear. 

Tenth. China might stop 
banning foreign academics who 
write critical articles. Behaving 
as if it has something to hide (toes 
not suggest foe ruling Commu- 
nist regime has much confi- 
dence in itself. 

Of course, compared to when 
the nation started its economic 
reforms in 1978, China has ac- 
cepted some constraints of inter- 
dependence. Beijing has aban- 
doned support tor revolutionary 


movements, opened its economy 
to foreigners and foreign trade 
and signed the Nuclear Nonpro- 
liferation Treaty. 

But do Chinese leaders really 
understand interdep endence 
is not a one-time concession to 
common sense? It needs to be an 
ever-increasing commitment to 
let social, economic and even 
military policy be sex to an 
important degree in agreement 
with foreigners. 

Thus China needs to realize 
that even if it met all 10 tests, it 
would be asked for more. Tariffs 
and quotas would have to be elim- 
inated so that there could be *' ‘free 
trade" by 2020 as agreed by 
APEC, foe Asia-Pacific Econom- 
. ic Cooperation forum, of which 
China is a member. Beijing would 
also be expected to let foreign 
banks deal in foe Chinese cur- 


rency. It would have to abide by a 
much wider range of arms Control 
agreements and. accept -con- 
straints on its actions that affect 
foe headwaters of foe Mekong 
River, which flows from soofoiem 
China into Southeast Asia. ^ 

By January 1997, if we are 
lucky, China will have k»red4tt 
least five out of 10. If the eval- 
uation date is extended to mid- 
1997, when the Pacific RSnrfb- 
rum next meets in Hong Kong, 
participants will be able to ob- 
serve foe handover of the ooflemy 
to Chinese rule arid make- some 
judgments of their own. . 

- \ii 4 - :„«*■ 


The writer, a senior fellow at 
the International Institute., for 
Strategic Studies and director wf 
Britain’s Pacific Asia Frogrdfi, 
contributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune.' . 


IN OUR PAGES; 10Q, 75 AND 50 -YEARS- AGO 
1895: Healthy Company The crowd mistookhim fora 

and he was sordy beaten before be 

could reveal his identity. * ' 


PAR IS — - A society has been 
formed with foe object of prop- 
agating aiKl popularizing the 
methods of the Pasteur Institute in 
medical treatment ftis entitled foe 
Soa£t£ d ’Application des Meth- 
odes Pastoneanes and the articles 
of association were duly si gnal on 
Thursday [Dec. 26). The objects 
of the society include foe acqui- 
sition of numbers 22, 24, 26 ref 28 
of the me Dutot with foe object of 
erecting there. a hospital where in- 
oculation treatment will be made a 
specialty. The duration of the so- 
ciety is fixed for 99 years and hasa 
capital of 10.000 francs. 


Letters intended fi* pub- 
lication should be addressed 
“ Letters to the Editor " and 
contain the writer' $ signature, 
name and full address. Letters 
should be brief and are suhfevt 
to editing. We cannot be re- 
sptmsibk for the return of un- 
,«i Hated manuscripts. 


1920: Pastor Pommeled 

DETROIT - — The Reverend Har- 
ry G. Miley, pastor of St Paul’s 
English Evangelical Church, was 
set upon by a crowd as he left the 
church yesterday [Dec. 25) with 
the Communion Cups under his 
arms and started hurrying home. 


1945: Assembly Scare. 

PARIS — The National Con- 
stituent Assembly was thorough' 
ly unseat e d during the course of a 
boated debate on. courtroom ro - 
form yesterday [Dec. 27) when * 

twenry-five-year-old Romanian 

student leaped from ape of lb® 
spectator’s galleries to the As- 
sembly floor brandishing a saber 
and shouting that he bar! come to 
deliver France. Later identified as 
VuCdno Romame Dc nriim quKfe 
was carried off for a mental ex - 
amination while excited deputies 
suited whether he had said ■** 
be was a son of JufiusCaeser, foe 


Lofos the Seventeenth. All Jpc 

a g re ®d- on one point, -however. 
The swtird^ ^ and its brandishing 
a PP®»ted to bt very- rest dnnhS 
fo e bri ef departure from Pariia- 
"tentety procedure. ' 
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i tionversation 


Tokyo Christmas , J945 


By EdwinM, YodCT jt‘ J ‘ 

W ^ to Ridimd^Nhon’s 

m * oil?® 11 * now fa- 7 Watergate'coVCT-an'. ' - M ■*■ • = 

White wj^offv : - Beyond that, anyone who dares 

: to 0“y prove- White Hou^.wfiatfr to 

' since is io catiin^ UwyeF-pliem cc^ 

• by Dorothv 1 iS?'^S Z Was un * e ^ c< * dentiality or to the moire portentous 

• mhSZ^ 10 ^ ■-. - » ‘ ' ‘‘««»mv6'p^ {wises 'foe 
H<^ K c ^T^>£^ WW ? same g^Notle least of.Hres- 

igasMaswa: »a^s&-‘ 

Wfi^e Whitewater portfolio tan \ al9QB^f(" 

■ tw ^*L personal lawyers. pmrflege were the nmwhceL of 

• TJen feme, or infemy, aetivrir 

• °/ Senators AF ' berarid foe lusticei^ep^air in 
■“Hf £ Amato and Land* Fair-, fipeariy 

clwh, two Republicans who have teract Senator Joseph' R. Mo- 
. obsessively pursued foe notes in an Catty** demago^dSriroiion of 
! fisbin « 1 , ^pedteoiV, execifove department The 

w£Sf lS** c ? uI ** show to idea wasandis tothowamandeof 
; House aides uu^upcrly pro- confidentiality around that busi- 
' confidential information. : pes% e^etially foe confidemial ad- 

' r^^!° VCmiD ?V -seek^-SS of- 

• turns to those personal lawyers. ficift enfenrage * 

The White House denied that, and ^= &«Wottfd appear fojnrteholarfy 
nad refused to turn over foe notes, ...CJ^orationS offi» idea by Telford 


leges. But Mr. D Amato finally dmyfo-^foate^eafoveFHvikgeis 
shook foe papers loose last week by cdpstiiutionally questionable. It has 
perauaamg the Senate to ftreatea yet to receive judicial approval, save 
Mr. Kennedy with contempt of God- w;a few muddled lines by foe laie 

is riddy instinctive. It shows again must Jdddto foe needs of i arhnmal 
that foe ghosts of Watergate stilt -tnak farced Mr. Nixon to produce 
*haunt the impoverished imagine- the Watergate taw*? 
x?™ ® ma ^*b° n5 bguiffltors like foie notion itself is of im- 

Mr. D Amato and Mr. Fairclofo, mease practical value. Executive 
and their journalistic allies. At foe . eqgBdflCtiH li^-oifa.h road <*nm cter, 
root of it all is the familiar post- whatever one caQs it, has Us place. 
Watergate impulse to criminalize Shipped of legsdfctic folderol, it 
normal politics. A i&foe nofioufoat^presidait should 

jyticles about foe notes never ex- .i» entx>uraged to seek unsparing 
plain privilege, whtehiswhyapre^'jl^ candid adVice; hind it is pre- 
ident s aides (lawyers or not) arenot somed foat foe risk. of farced dis- 
fiee to discuss any political hazard ■ closure would dampen and-discour- 
to their boss. As we know, even age that candor, 
frivolous and unfounded rTfm*»h» of 

tions in the press can hurt pres^foe White House is well known to 
ldential effectiveness. . ... encotarage slavish deference to pres- 

Here, however, the ghosts ofWlak ~ r jdarts artdfoeTrwbims and imp nlgp^ 
tergate invariably set up a {pear > Any practice foat encourages brac- 
moaning and clanking of chainsjteu- r ^afodC&^ould be welcomed as a 
Watergate, there was indeed a hqge contribution to sense and sanity, 
effort m the White House to corrupt Al Kings Had flieffr mith-ietling pnwt 
foe processes of justice. So fine, no : jesters and popes their private oon- 


cvidencc has been ofiexed that any 
of foe gatherings in foe Clinton 
White House (such as the one where 
Mr. Kennedy took foe notes) has 
had any such nefarious purpose. Yet 
imagined parallels persist, even 
wheal no one can cite the sli ghtes t 


lessors. A president, .tor foe same 
reason, should have relief from yes 
men. Arid he wcri’thave if the likes 
of Senators D’Amato and Fairclofo 
can.pofce their noses into every 
White House conversation. 

■ Washington Post Writers Group. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


What the OECD Can Do 

Regarding “Together We Need 
Balanced Coimnu to Guide Our 
Sovereignties" (Opinion, Dec. 20) 
by Georges Berthoin: 

■ Many people in favor of creating 
a coordinating forum for market: 
economies or a merger of all “ob- 
solete” inte rnati onal institutions 
have failed to see that a strong in- 
strument for policy dialogue and 
coordination already exists: the Or- 
ganization for Economic Cooper- 
ation and Development 

Only the 25-member OECD, with 
its dialogue with non-member coun- 
tries ana its analytical capacity and 
expertise, is equipped to be foe 
“germ'’ of the post-hegemonic sys- 
tem foe wise men are seeking. 

The OECD is the only relevant 
economic global body where all the 
major players can meet in a con- 
fidential setting of a “members on- 
ly 1 * club. It is a network for gov- 
ernments, the business world and 
academics. Together foe OECD and 
the Group of Seven industrialized 
nations could play a prominent role 
in helping foe world meet the chal- 
lenges of the new order. 

The OECD can also help national 
leaders deal with current problems 
and avoid future ones as well as spur 
litem to coherent discussions on 
strategic choices. Thus the OECD 
can promote coordinated long-term 
decision- making in OUT capitals — 


and encourage nations to I earn from 
one another’s mistakes. 

PASIRUTANEN. 

Paris. 

The writer is Finland’s ambas- 
sador to the OECD. 

Preventive Measurements 

Regarding “For Preventive Ac- 
tion Against Man-Made Disaster ” 
(Opinion, Dec. 12): 

J. Brian Atwood’s article makes a 
powerful case for preventive action 
to forestall violent and possibly 
genocidal conflicts. Such preven- 
tive action could take foe form of 
development aid to reduce poverty 
and unemployment and increase ac- 
cess to basic services, measures foat 
are both more humane and cheaper 
than coping with war. It could have 
helped in Rwanda, and could still 
help in Burundi. 

But tite question Mr. Atwood does 
not answer is why such an obvious 
policy of prevention rather than cure 
is not being followed. However ob- 
vious and impressive the case for 
prevention may be to foe profes- 
sional economist or average person, 
it still seems far from obvious to our 
politicians and civil servants. 

That is because they are being 
asked to act before the war has ac- 
tually happened. If foe preventive 
action is successful, they be crit- 

icized that their action was unnec- 
essary because no war happened. 


What we need is objective in- 
dicators foat quantitatively measure 
the chances of conflict. Mr. Atwood 
makes a start in mentioning a cor- 
relation between a country's vul- 
nerability to collapse and high infant 
mortality and other factors. May we 
hope that Mr. Atwood’s organiza- 
tion, die U.S. Agency for Interna- 
tional Development, will address it- 
self to this problem? 

REGINALD GREEN. 

SIR HANS SINGER. 

Brighton, England. 

Paying for the Rich 

Regarding ’ ‘Inequality, or Just a 
Competitive Edge?” (Dec. 19) by 
Reginald Dale: 

Mr. Dale misses a salient point 
when he dismisses advocates of 
greater income equality as having a 
“fallacious assumption that when 
the rich poll more of foe blanket over 
themselves, the poor have less.” 

American chief executives show- 
er themselves with salary, options 
and bonuses to larger multiples of 
companies' average salaries than 
elsewhere in the world. Despite Mr. 
Dale's argument, someone has to 
pay for mis largesse: either cus- 
tomers through higher prices (which 
is uncompetitive) or shareholders 
though lower corporate earnings 
and value (which is unsustainable). 

DAVID RIVINGTON. 

Paris. 


By AlRossum 


P ARIS — An icy wind blew a 
dust of snow into our frozen 
feces. The three of us had hitched a 
ride on a military track from our 
base to central Tokyo. 

We passed miles of destroyed 
houses. Jerry-built shacks were 
rising among the ruins. Fires 
burned in hibachis, Fr anklin 
stoves or open hearths, tended by 
people wearing 

~ MEANWHILE 

foe only clothes they had, uniforms 
or kimonos. The smell of smoke, 
cooking and sewage was every- 
where. The only objects higher than 
a man were telephone poles and a 
few tall buildings near foe emper- 
or’s palace, deliberately spared. 

We headed for foe main market 
near the railroad station, where we 
could trade our cigarettes and 
chocolate rations for souvenirs, lo- 
cal “whiskey,” sake and beer. We 


The European Invasion 

Regarding “Out of Old Europe. 
Endlessly Pining for Bygone Glo- 
ry ” ( Meanwhile , Dec. 19): 


I am sony to discover that Amer- 
icans like Liesl Schillinger think their 
country is so weak that a movie about 
a butler can be responsible for its 
economic, social and moral deteri- 
oration. And products from Europe 
are flooding into a capitalist society 
willing to pay fro- the trappings of a 
vanished elegance? Shocking! 

But maybe /should pine about the 
increasingly explicit violence foat 
the American movie industry floods 
Europe with, not to mention foe 
highly nutritious fast food outlets 
popping up at an hourly rate. Give 
Europe another decade and we will 
be pining about inheriting foe obe- 
sity gene from Americans. 

The problem is, if I were to blame 
American influence for Europe’s 
economic and social slump, T would 
sound just like Ms. Schillinger pa- 
thetically pining for bygone glory. 

JOHN ELBEN. 

Zurich. 

What’s a Tenth of a Euro? 

Euro, OK. But nobody seems to 
have thought of, let alone discussed, 
a name for the change; cent, pfennig, 
pence, ore or what? 

AKE DANIELSSON. 

VUlonnes. Fiance. 


ate at street stalls selling vegeta b l e 
and rice or noodle dishes, some- 
times with fish, but no meat. We 
were lucky enough to find a mer- 
chant who sold us hand-sewn silk 
clothes, embroidered with dragons 
for our families. * 

We had our portraits painted on 
silk squares by a street artist. Trou- 
ble arose when we discovered that 

he insisted on giving us blue eyes 

the Japanese symbol of the gaijin, 
foreign savages — regardless of our 
natural color. Only threats of non- 
payment made him change his mind. 
I still have the portrait, my brown 
eyes rimmed and backed with bine. 

We saw notices in Japanese and 
English about a performance of 
Handel's “Messiah.'’ Fortunately, 
foe theater was nearby, for there 
were no street signs. 

The theater was missing half its 
roof. Crammed into small seats 
made for Japanese, bags frill of 
shopping loot in our laps, hunched 
down in our bulky GI overcoats, our 
scarves pulled up over our faces, our 
haxs polled down as far as posable 
against foe cold, we passed around a 
bottle of “Scotch’ f as antifreeze. 
Thus equipped, we enjoyed a con- 
cert by a choir made up of Japanese 
and Americans. 

Upon leaving, it was dark as well 

A * Silent Night ’ in a 
reawakening land. 

as cold. For a few minutes, we were 
tempted to seek false warmth in the 
red-lanterned “floating” district, 
but we finally decided to return to 
the main railroad station, and home. 
We were pushed into our train along 
with a mass of Japanese. Feeling no 
pain or cold, thanks to whiskey and 
h uman warmth, we started singing 
Christinas carols. 

After a few minutes, we were 
conscious of a gentle tugging at our 
sleeves. Looking down, we saw 
force Japanese women, dressed in 
colorful kimonos. 

One said in English: “Please, 
sirs, may we sing with you? We are 
Christians and it has been years 
since we could sing these songs.” 

And so our day ended with 
“Silent Night,” sung to an aston- 
ished and uncomprehending crowd 
of Japanese travelers by three 
Japanese women and force Amer- 
ican soldiers. 

The author, a writer in Paris, 
contributed this comment to the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune. 
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By Alan Truscott 

I N “Tales Out of School,” 
(available for $12.95 from 
The Bridge World, 39 West 94th 
Street, New York, N.Y., 10025, 
USA) David Silver is an in- 
structor at die fictional Mohican 
College. He teaches remedial 
English in a class called Bridge 
101 while contending that bridge 
building is based on a “close 
vocabulary and context-deter- 
mined syntax," and that lan- 
guage skills are enhanced by 
learning “a semantic subset of 
the English language.” 

Hie hilarious proceedings 
reach a climax when die author 
plays against die Devil to de- 
termine his afterlife home. 

On the diagramed deal Silver 
is South, playing three no-trump 
redoubled with the Devil on his 
right North is an overbidder, and 
the Devil's double suggests that 
he has knowledge of the hand. 

A spade is led to the queen, 
and Silver has to decide whether 
or not to hold up. He does so, 
which is right when East has the 
heart ace. And he does. It would 
have been wrong if West had 
held the heart ace. but that was 
less likely. 


The Devil led his last spade, 
and West won and played a third 
round. Unfortunately for Silver, 
the Dev Q discarded the heart ace. 
an appropriately diabolical play, 
and the declarer was. literally, 
doomed. There was no way to 
take more than two heart tricks 
without conceding the lead to the 
hand with two spade winners to 
cash. 

That meant a penalty of 400 
and a step on the road to hell. To 
discover the result of the match, 
you will have to read the book. 


NORTH (D) 

♦ 882 
OB7S3 

* K84 

♦ A J3 

EAST 

I *Q5 

OA4 
0 J 10 7 3 
♦ Q 9 6 5 4 


WEST 

♦ A 20 9 74 
O J82 

0 692 

♦ 102 


SOUTH 

♦ K J3 

? X Q 10 6 
O A Q9 

♦ K87 

North and Sooth were vulnerable. 
The bidding: 


North 

East 

South 

West 

Pass 

Pass 

1 N.T. 

Pass 

3 N.T. 

DbL 

RedbL 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




West led the spade seven. 
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HEALTH /SCIENCE 


■ IN BRIEF 

Studying the Cause of Alzheimer’s 

WASHINGTON (WP) — Alzheimer’s disease may be the 
price humans pay for the ability of brain cells to recover after they 
are injured. 

William Wallace and colleagues at the National Institute on 
Aging’s Baltimore laboratory and at the Bronx VA Medical 
Centerreported at the American Society for Cell Biology's annual 
meeting that the “amyloid precursor protein,” implicated as a 
cause of Alzheimer's, may be part of the brain's normal system for 
restoring function lost when a brain cell is damaged. 

A common finding in brains of Alzheimer's victims is clumps 
of accumulated material (rallead “senile plaques,” made up largely 
of fragments of the protein. It is not dear how — or whether — the 
plaques cause Alzheimer’s but the implication is strong. 

Malaria Parasite and Pregnancy 

‘ • WASHINGTON (WP) — Scientists in Kenya have discovered 
a form of malaria parasite that specifically infects pregnant 
women, binding to cells in blood vessels of the placenta. There it 
can retard growth of the fetus, causing low. birth weight and even 
fetal death. Other forms of the parasite already were known to bind 
to blood vessels in other parts of the body. 

Michael Fried and Patrick Duffy of the U.S. Army Medical 
Research Unit and the Kenya Medical Research Institute reported 
that their finding explains a once-puzzling observation. It was 
known that pregnant women were especially vulnerable to malar- 
ia because the immune system is normally suppressed during 
pregnancy. But the greater risk applied only to fust and second 
pregnancies. Dr. Fried and Dr. Duffy said their finding suggests 
why. After getting the placenta-binding form of malaria once or 
twice, the women's immune systems formed antibodies to attack 
it By the second or third pregnancy, they were immune. 

Hormone Level Linked to Ovarian Cancer 

CHICAGO (AP) — A new study links relatively high or low 
levels of certain hormones to ovarian cancer, raising questions 
about using hormone therapies to lessen the risk, of other ills. 

“I think we need to really look at what Is happening with our 
own hormones before we jump into trying to manipulate them.” 
said the lead researcher. Dr. Kathy J. Helzlsouer of Johns Hopkins 
University School of Hygiene and Public Health. The findings, 
published in The Journal of the American Medical Association, 
don't suggest that currently available hormone therapies be 
withdrawn, only that doctors proceed cautiously with new ones. 

Dr. Helzlsouer and her colleagues tracked more than 20.000 
women in Washington County, Maryland, for 15 years. Thirty-one 
cases of ovarian cancer developed in women who were not taking 
hormones when they began the study and gave blood samples in 
1 974. Their blood was compared with that of 62 cancer-free women 
among the sample who also had nor been taking hormones. 

Ovarian cancer was found to be associated with lower levels of 
gonadotropins, which stimulate the production of eggs. The cancer 
was also linked to higher levels of androgens, which stimulate 
sexual drive. 
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EW YORK — Losing nying a new report in Tbe Journal of found toar “zxjncentral obesity” is nor 
weight may be more ef- the American Medical Association, a benign condition, and in fact may 
_ fective than aerobic exer- Dr. William Hazzard noted that the sometimes be as important as centra] 
■ vB cise in helping obese men study was designed to prevent tbe men obesity, and sometimes more impor- 
reduce their risk of heart disease, a who exercised from losing weight tant, in predicting coronary risk. In the 
study has found. "American sedentary behavior,” Dr. study, both noncentra] obesity and 

The study, conducted over nine Hazzard wrote, is a primary cause of central obesity were associated with 
months among 170 middle-aged and acquired obesity and die coronary risk higher blood pressure and higher 
Older men, found that a 10 percent factors that accompany it And weight cholesterol levels. “Noncentraliy 
reduction in weight was more likely loss without an increase in physical obese individuals require continued 
than an exercise program to improve activity is typically doomed, he said, health education to reduce weight.” 
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levels and the body's ability to process futile cycle, followed by weight reac- Dr. Dale Gelskey of tbe University of 
blood sugar, ail of which influence cumulation." Manitoba in Winnipeg, concluded, 

coronary risk. A second report in the journal cau- In most studies, efforts at weight 
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to improve coronary artery disease abdomen, the centrally obese, who A regular program of aerobic ex- by 10 percent through a diet that cut 

Life With Parkinson’s Disease 


iVfH 1 York Times Service 

EW YORK — When At- 
torney General Janet Reno 
_ announced last month that 

H she had Parkinson's dis- 

ease, she joined an estimated 500,000 
ro 1 million Americans with this still- 
mysterious neurological disorder. 
Each year, about 50,000 people in the 
United States — most of them over 50 
— receive a similar diagnosis, based 
on the presence of symptoms char- 
acteristic of the disease and an in- 
ability to find any other explanation 
for them. 

Parkinson's disease results from a 
progressive loss of cells in the brain's 
motor control center, the substantia 
nigra. These cells produce a substance 
called dopamine that transmits nerve 
messages crucial to normal, fluid 
movements. Without sufficient 
dopamine, patients commonly devel- 
op tremors, rigid muscles, difficulty in 
initiating movement, slowness of 
movement, a stooped posture, a shuf- 
fling gait, loss of balance and some- 
times a slurring of speech. 

Symptoms are usually minimal at 
first — Reno’s current symptom is a 
tremor in her left hand — but gradually 
get worse over the years. In addition to 
physical symptoms, depression af- 
flicts some patients — depression that 
goes beyond what would be expected 


after receiving the bad news of the 
diagnosis. And one in three of Parkin- 
son's patients will eventually develop 
Alzheimer's disease, a rate three times 
that found in the general population of 
elderly people. 

Parkinson's disease is chrooic. pro- 
gressive and incurable. When Reno 
announced her condition, she ex- 
pressed confidence in her continued 
ability to perform her job and, with the 
aid of medications and following a 
regimen of self care, to remain vital for 
many years to come. There are a grow- 
ing number of drugs and still-exper- 
imental surgical treatments to slow the 
progress of die disease and reverse or 
at least temper many of its symptoms. 
But Reno's attitude may very well be 
her best weapon. 

Y aunt. Ruth Tischler. 
now in her upper 80s, has 
had Parkinson's disease 
for more than 20 years. 
The diagnosis did not stop her from 
traveling abroad, attending cultural 
events and going on shopping expe- 
ditions that would exhaust a healthy 
person half her age. At 85. though 
quite deformed by her disease, she 
gave herself a birthday party attended 
by friends and family who were en- 
vious of her indomitable spirit 
A neighbor and friend in her early 


50s whose Parkinson's disease was 
diagnosed just last summer at first 
became seriously depressed by tbe 
prospect of a premature and progres- 
sive loss of her ability to continue her 
work as a psychotherapist, sculptor 
and author. Buz with the help of med- 
ication and counseling, she has shed 
the crippling yolk of depression and 
returned to ber pursuits, although at a 
less frenetic pace. 

The primary treatment for Parkin- 
son's is levodopa, or 1-dopa, which is 
converted to dopamine in the brain. 
Unfortunately, 1-dopa tends to lose ef- 
fectiveness after three to five years, so 
its use is often delayed and modi- 
fications made to keep it active longer. 
There are also now several drugs that 
can suppress different symptoms of 
Parkinson’s and at least one drug. El- 
depryl (selegiline), that may slow its 
progression. Still other drugs are under 
study. There are indications that high 
doses of vitamin E may also delay me 
progress of the disease. 

Surgical possibilities include com- 
puter-guided stereotactic surgery in 
the brain to relieve tremor, a burning 
out of hyperactive neurons in an area 
of the brain called die pallidum (pal- 
lidotomy) and transplants of fetal 
brain tissue. 


Jane E. Brody 



An AIDS-Killer Beckons 



By Gina Kolaia 

Ne*- York Times Service 

EW YORK — 
When AIDS re- 
searchers discov- 
ered a new natural 
defense against the human im- 
munodeficiency virus this 
month, they stumbled on a para- 
dox. 

On the one hand, they had 
found substances secreted by 
white blood cells that seemed to 
stop the AIDS virus in its tracks. 
On the other hand, as a cadre of 
immunologists could teL' them, 
these substances. called 
chemokines, are closely linked 
to a wide variety of serious dis- 
eases in which the immune sys- 
tem is the culprit, either causing 
the disease — as in arthritis or 
lupus — or in reacting to an 
infection so strongly that the re- 
action itself causes serious dam- 
age. 

In fact, in recent years, drug 
companies throughout the 
world have been working fu- 
riously to develop drugs to 
block chemokines. 

“Chemokines are a very, very 
hot family of molecules.” said 
Dr. Charles McKay, director of 
immunology at Leukosite. a 
biotechnology company in 
Cambridge. Massachusetts. 
•‘Almost every major pharma- 
ceutical company has a program 
looking at the function of 
chemokines and trying to block 
them.” Leukosite. in fact, was 
formed expressly to develop 


drugs to block these substances. 

The work on the AIDS virus. 
HIV, reported this month, 
raised hopes that it might lead 
to new treatments for HTV in- 
fection. 

One group of researchers, led 
by Dr. Robert Gallo, director of 
the Institute for Human Virol- 
ogy at the University of Mary- 
land. reported that three 
chemokines. called Rantes. 
MIP-lalpha, and MIP-lbeta. 
can completely stop HIV in lab- 
oratory experiments. 

A second group, led by Dr. 
Reinhard Kurth. president of 
the Paul Ehrlich Institute in 
Langen. Germany, working 
with monkey cells, reported 
that a different chemokine. 
called interleukin 16, bad the 
same effect. 

Bui Dr. Gallo said he bad 
known nothing about 
chemokines before making his 
discovery. 

In essence, said Dr. Joost J. 
Oppenheim, chief of the lab- 
oratory of immunoreguiation at 
the National Cancer Institute in 
Frederick. Maryland, 

chemokines “give marching 
orders to inflammatory cells to 
go where you need them.” 

When an inflammation be- 
gins. cells release chemokines 
to call for reinforcements to 
battle the irritant, which could 
be anything from a bacteria to a 
transplanted organ. 

Dr. Alan M. Krensky. an im- 
munologist at Stanford Univer- 
sity Medical Center, said that 


Signposts for Recruits in the Immunity Wars 

Substances called chemokines marshall immune cells from the blood and guide them to 
the site of infection. First, a circulating white bk»d oeSis snagged and slowed to a roll by' 
receptor proteins called selectins.' qoSfet&tone place on the blood 

vessel wall and signal the iriwrtoriqcefi to adhpw ainebto become abrasive. The traction - 
enables the white ceifto push ftreryessel .^^ Tl^ce&.foliovvrs a path 
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(fibrous cells 
that migrate 
to injury or 
infection, 
filUng in gaps 
and making 
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andmake 
new wave of 
chemokines. 


Tbe New YoATlnei 


the beauty of the system is that 
the body sends out different sig- 
nals depending on whether it 
needs to call in immune system 
cells dial are special i zed to fight 
bacteria or viruses or parasites. 

It is a system that almost al- 
ways works beautifully, and it 
is tbe chemokines that carefull v 


orchestrate the immune . re- 
sponse. The problem is that any 
perturbation in the process can 
lead to disease. 

"If you get a severe inflam- 
mation in toe lung, you get a 
tremendous release of all kinds 
of chemokines and you can get 
a hell of an inflammatory re- 


sponse.” Dr. Oppenheim said. 
“It can fill your lung with so 
much debris and crad.that you 
can die of suffocation.” 

In fact, some animal and lab-’ 

oratory research imHeaftss that 
chemokines can cause compli- 
cations that arc worse than tbe 
infection they axe trying to help 


-X - : V _ 

tbe , body fight. Immunologists 
say they are not certain what 
would happen if someone tried 
to treat HIV' infections by apj 
jeering patterns wiiT 
chemokines. 

. Jerome Groopman, a blood 
researcher at Harvard Medical 
.School, said Ire: suspected it 
might be a disaster because 
cbonokuies are meant to work 
locally in (he body. If they fight 
HTV. toey do so in the imme- 
diate area of an infection. “It’s 
probably a matter of a measured 
dose of poison,” he said. 

IL Oppenheim said 
that when he injected 
chemokines into 
- mice, it cut immune 
responses. The reason is that the 
circulating chemokines de- 
. strayed toe body’s ability to no- 
tice chemokines released local- 
ly. He noted that treating AIDS 
patients, with chemokines 
.“could make them more sus- 
ceptible to infections.” . . 

. On the other hand, immu- 
nologists said, it might be. pos- 
sible to stimulate white blood 
cells to step up their own local 
production of chemokines to 
fight HTV, rather than to simply 
swamp the body with injections 
of chemokines. 

Furthermore, they said the 
idea that chemokines mightao- 
tually have antiviral effects is 
so new that no core can say what 
would happen if the chemicals 
were tested as an' AIDS treat- 
ment. . 


THE WORLD'S DAIli %ETtSH\PER 



International 

Classified 

Marketplace 


Monday 

International Recruitment 

Tuesday 

Education Directory 
Wednesday 

Business Message Center 


International Conferences and Seminars 
Friday 

Real Estate Marketplace, Hobdays and Travel 

S&turday 

Arts and Antiques 

Plus over 300 headings In International Oass/fied 
Monday through Saturday 

For further information contact Fred Ro nan in Paris: 
Tel: (33-1)414393 91. Fax: (33-1)41 439370 

4 < ivtUMTHisu. ,« 

licralOs^i^enbunc. 

rm*« iHiirsi >ma %k» skpi.k 


PATTON: 

A Genius for War 

By Carlo D'Esre. 977 pages. 

$35. HarperCollins. 

Reviewed by John Prados 

F EW American generals, at 
least of those since the Civil 
War, have inspired quite as much 
emotion as General George S. 
Raton Jr. Alternately viewed asa 
master of mobile warfare, a mar- 
tinet. a knight in shining armor, a 
jealous and narrow man and an 
exemplar of military efficiency. 
George Ruton triggers a torrent 
of opinionated comment. Much 
more so than his peers — Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, often seen as a 
diplomat in uniform; Omar 
Bradley, a low-key commander: 
or Courtney Hodges, a plodding 
but competent lieutenant — Pat- 
ton blazed a trail into the hearts 
of his countrymen. 

Among World War !1 U3. 
Army leaders, probably only 
Douglas Mac Arthur is better 
known. Thus it is perplexing to 


realize, upon reading this fine 
biography by Carlo D'Este. that 
in fact George Patton toe man is 
poorly understood at best 

The subtext here, that Patton 
had a genius for war. few would 
disagree with. A pioneer of new 
military methods, he helped 
create toe first American tank 
units in World War I and, in the 
next war. led key formations in 
combat in North Africa. Sicily 
and Northwest Europe. D'Este, 
author of four works of World 
War II history, including books 
on Sicily and the French cam- 
paign. is ideally suited to take 
on the subject of this contro- 
versial American general. 

Tracing Patton's lineage to 
ancestors who played military 
roles as far back as toe French 
and Indian War, D’Esie presents 
an unparalleled portrait of the 
influences that shaped toe man. 
In particular we discover that 
Parton was dyslexic: as D'Este 
puts is. “dyslexics experience a 
need to justify to themselves and 
those who have no grasp of toe 


WHAT THEY'RE READING 


• Marie- Antoinette Valois, 
director of social affairs at the 
Catholic Institute of Paris, is 
reading, ” Honeymoon " by 
Patrick Modiano. 

“Page after page. I am 
amazed by toe intrigue and mys- 
tery.*' (Charlotte Sector, IHT) 



nature of their problem that they 
are as good or better than or- 
dinary people.” Certainly, Pat- 
ton seemed driven, but previous 
observers have attributed this to 
burning ambition. As for mil- 
itary bent, there were numerous 
tales of forebears, many of them 
graduates of the Virginia Mil- 
itary Institute, and Civil War 
veterans, not to mention family 
friends such us John Singleton 
Mosby. Patton's aunt read him 


Xenophon, tales of Alexander 
the Great and “anything and 
everything about Napoleon.” 
Years later Patton’s own scrib- 
blings would be peppered with 
references to the military stars 
of antiquity, and his comments 
on glory rival those of any 
Napoleonic memoirist. 

Raton attended VMI but 
moved on to West Point, and his 
early career included cavalry 
posts, service with John J. Per- 


shing's Mexican expedition. 
Weald Wte* I and a unit com- 
mand at Fort Myer, all classic 
experiences in the army of that 
day. Patton met ami married 
Beatrice Banning Ayer, toe 
childhood sweetheart he en- 
countered during summer vaca- 
tions on California's CataJinals- 
land. Beatrice, various Ayer 
family members, and Beatrice 
and George's children are major 

characters in “Patton: A Gemus 

for War.” Viewed less sympa- 
tnencaHy, but also a character, is 
Jean Gordon, who had an affeir 
with Patton in the mid- 1930s, 
which she may (or may not) 
have resumed in Europe durum 
World War DL 

Along whh the treatment of 
Pattern the man, mote emerges 
for those who take a jaundiced 
view of Patton toe general Sev- 
eral incidents that cost Patton 
deariy, in which he slapped or 
otherwise harassed soldiers 
whom he considered shirkers in 
Sicily or Europe, are well 
known. Bui .D’Este recounts 


other instances of petty rule- 
niaking or behavioral extrava- 
gance that evoke the Patton seen 
in ‘Patton,” infamous as toe 
movie Richard Nixon watched 
repeatedly to steel himself tor 
the invasion tf Cambodia. This 
is unfortunate for D’Este, Who 
opens his biography with toe 
expressed intent to distance Pat* 
ton from "Patton.”. ■ 

Like the tanks, Carlo D’Este 
moves on to the Baitie of toe 
Brtlge. Then come the final days 
of the war, Patton’s encounters 
with Russians, his time as m 3* 
itaiy governor, in Bavaria, and 
his death in 1945.: attended by 
toe faithful Beatrice, . Carlo 
D'Este is faithful in rendering 
toe toll, spectrum of Paaon’s 
proclivities, prejudices and po 
tential. "Panom A Genius for 
War” could be tinkered with 
but can hardly be surpassed 

John Prados, a historian qf 
national security based.-' in. 
Washington, wrote this far The 
Washington Post . . 
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Data Show 
Economic 
Slowdown 
in the U.S. 


C ‘o*r^byO*-SuffFrcmDnparhes 

.NEW YORK — Two reports 
released Wednesday showed 
signs of a weakening U.S. econ- 
omy, but the government shut- 
down caused by the political 
dispute over the budget will de- 
lay the release of farther dam, 

American consumers turned 
-less optimistic in December, 
with the consumer confidence 
index falling to 98.7 from a re- 
vised 101.6 in November, die 
Conference Board reported. 

The business research 

group’s widely followed 

monthly survey on consumer 
confidence showed that fewer 
Americans thought the eco- 
nomic environment was good, 
fewer thought jobs were plen- 
tiful, and fewer planned major 
purchases such as cars or 
household appliances. 

Some analysis said the index 
was shgjnfy weaker than expect- 
ed. But the results were not con- 
sidered truly surprising, as con- 
sumer confidence is bed to die 
labor market, and with job 
growth slowing and more com- 
panies announcing layoffs, con- 
sumers are less secure. 

ty, home resales dc- 
1.7 percent in November, 
more than expected, to an annual 
rate of 4.04 million, the Nati onal 
Association of Realtors said. 

The decline, die second con- 
secutive fall, suggested that de- 
clining mortgage rates were not 
enough to overcome home buy- 
ers’ concerns about the slowing 
economy, analysts said. 

Meanwhile, die Conference 
Board said it expected to re- 
lease leading indicators for 
November in Janaary. 

“The availability of tins im- 
portant information hinges on a 
return to work by die relevant 
government agencies,'’ it said. 

11 ‘We currently anticipate that 
sufficient data will be available 
in early January.” ( Bloomberg , 
Knigkt-Ridder. AP) 


Bitter Truth ofTsingtao 


By Seth Faison 

New York Tima Service 

TSINGTAO, China — Not 
long ago, Tsingtao Brewery 
Co. looked unbeatable. 

With a high-quality prod- 
uct a well-established name, a 
booming beer market and am- 


ket 


growth , 
by bum 


Auction in five years, Tsingtao 
seemed perfectly positioned 
to ride China's locomotive- 
like economic growth. 

In 1993, when the govern- 
ment allowed China's top 
companies to list shares on the 
Hong Kong Stock Exchange, 
Tsingtao was chosen to go 
first and its stock was one of 
the hottest issues of the year. 

But now, Tsingtao is going 
nowhere. Its profits are sag- 
ging, its stock is near an all- 
time low, and its expansion 
plans have stalled. Tsingtao 
managers have been reluctant 
to explain why the $190 mil- 
lion they raised in 1 993 has not 
been invested in expansion. 

Tsingtao’s story straddles a 
central paradox in Prim today. 
In this country's wrenching 
shift from a plarnwi to a mar- 


economy, explosive 
has been accompanied 
bumbling financial opera- 
tions mired in a hopelessly in- 
efficient system run by the 
Communist Party. The entry of 
Chinese stocks into securities 
markets in Hong Kang and 
Shanghai has been a dud. 

Unforeseen difficulties are 
inevitable, of course, when 
capital markets are being built 

Chinese brewer 
has failed to live 
up to its potential. 

from scratch. But in China, 
such problems are compound- 
ed by a situation that most 
Western investors have a hard 
time fathoming: Companies 
that say they want to make 
money are still run ty Com- 
munist Party bureaucrats who 
care more about meetings and 
government policy than rev- 
enues or profit margins. 

Tsingtao’ s difficulties are 
especially sinking because 
the opportunity is so great 


China's beer market is now 
about 1 18 million barrels an- 
nually, roughly IS times as 
big as it was in 1980 and 
growing so fast it has over- 
taken Germany to become the 
world’s second largest, after 
the United States. 

But Tsingtao, which is not 
accustomed to entertaining 
questions from anyone but 
government officials, is al- 
most completely indifferen t to 
investors and analysts, offer- 
ing them little info rmation. 

Of lfae 17 China-based cora- 
now listed on the Hong 
ig Stock Exchange, only 
one, Shanghai Petrochemical 
Co., trades at more than its 
original listing price. Tsiflg- 
tao’s shares in Hong Kong 
closed Wednesday at 1.79 
Hong Kong dollars (23 cents), 
down 3 cents, well below the 
price of 2.80 at which it was 
offered. 

Any analyst can list a num- 
ber of reasons Chinese stocks 
are down this yean Many 
have suffered from Beijing’s 
tight credit policy, others were 

See BREW, Page 13 


Rise in Output 
Fuels Hope for 
Japan Recovery 


India Identifies Its Export Targets 


Reuters 

NEW DELHI — India, aiming to meet an 
annual export target of $75 billion by the end of 
the decade, unveiled a short-term export strategy 
Wednesday focusing on 15 products and 15 
destinations. 

“In the short ran, the focus must be on products 
and markets where we have competitive 
strength," the commerce minister, P. Chi- 
dambaram, said. 

The strategy aims at increasing India’s share 
of world trade to about 1 percent by 2000 from 
0.6percent, Mr. Chidambaram said. 

Tne products are gems and Jewelry; ready- 
made garments; cotton accessories; cotton yam 
and other fabrics; marine products: drugs and 
pharmaceuticals; transport equipment; manufac- 
tured metal goods; machinery and instruments; 
manufactured leather goods; leather footwear; 
man-made yam and other fabrics; dyes and in- 
termediate products; plastic and linoleum prod- 
ucts, and synthetic fibers. 


* ‘Put your money where your market is,” Mr. 
Chidambaram said to exporters and business 
leaders, referring to the 15 destinations identified 
as target markets. 

They are Bangladesh, Belgium, Britain. 
France. Germany. Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, the 
Netherlands. Russia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, 
Thailand, the United Arab Emirates and the 
United States. 

Those 15 markets now take nearly $20 billion 
of India's $26.2 billion of annual exports, the 
minister said. “Out of that, $17.1 billion came 
from these 15 products alone,** he said 

If India could increase its share of these prod- 
ucts in these markets, exports would grow 
sharply, he said. 

Underlying the importance of fee United 
States as a market for Indian exporters, Mr. 
Chidambaram said it was a significant market for 
India in 14 of the 15 products. 

“We cannot underplay the importance of the 
U.S.,*' he said 


Goep&rf by OurSuff Fran DtpaKka 

TOKYO — Japan said 
Wednesday that its industrial 
production rose by 13 percent 
in November over October, 
brightening fee nation’s eco- 
nomic outlook. Economists bad 
predicted that output would fall 
by 0.1 percent. 

It was fee second consecu- 
tive monthly rise, said Japan’s 
Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry. Output was fore- 
cast to rise 0.5 percent in De- 
cember and another 03 percent 
in January, according to a sur- 
vey of manufacturers. 

The survey prompted the 
ministry to improve its assess- 
ment of manufacturers by say- 
ing that industrial production 
was starting to recover. 

Analysts were optimistic 
about the H«m “I think the 
economy is poised for a rel- 
atively strong recovery," said 
Akio Yoshino, an economist at 
Crfdit Suisse in Tokyo. 

Economists said growth was 
likely to be bolstered by capital 
investment and public-works 
money from the government’s 
143 trillion yen ($138 billion) 
stimulus package announced in 
September. Some added that 
electronics and machinery 
makers would benefit from 
healthy demand for computers, 
telecommunications equipment 
and construction machinery, 
fueling economic expansion. 

Those forces were partially 
responsible for the production 
growth posted in November, 
die ministry said. 

Signs of Japanese economic 
recovery were likely to support 
fee stock market, brokers said. 
Although the output statistics 
were released after financial 
markets tod finished trading for 
die day, investors appeared to 
be optimistic about the econ- 
omy. The Nikkei stock average 
closed above 20,000 for fee first 
time in more than 14 months. 


mm 


and many brokers said prides 
bad room to grow. 

“The rise through 20,000 is a 
significant achievement in the 
recent bull run, but we do not 
need to be too cautious yet,” 
said Harushige Kobayashi, 
deputy general manager at Ya- 
rn aichi Securities. 

The Nikkei average finished 
107.04 points higher, or 034 
percent, at 20,01 1.76 — its high- 
est dose since Oct. 13, 1994. 

Many brokers said foreign 
investors would propel the rally 
further. 

“Most foreign investors 
were on die sidelines today, bin 
buy orders from investment 
trusts underpinned overall 
prices,” said Tadayasu 
Hasegawa, general manager at 
Kokusai Securities. 

‘ ‘Their buy orders convinced 
other investors that the down- 
side is solid, and bargain-hunt- 
ing in volatile, low-priced is- 
sues continued,’’ he added. 
“When foreigners resume buy- 
ing, trade will be revitalized and 
we can expect further gams 
from fee 20,000 level.’ ' 

The auto industry was a drag 
on production in November. 
That was reflected in the 21 
percent drop in vehicle exports 
announced Wednesday by tlx: 
Japan Automobile Manufactur- 
ers Association, the 1 1th con- 
secutive monthly decline. 

Japanese carmakers are ex- 
porting fewer vehicles because 
of fee strong yen, a slowdown 
in the U.S. auto market and fee 
shift of production by carmak- 
ers offshore. 

Ministry officials warned 
that fee government had not de- 
clared fee economy to be in a 
state of recovery. 

Moreover, some economists 
cautioned that inventories re- 
mained at high levels, having 
fallen for only die third time in 
the past 12 months. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 
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Enron Treads Warily in Africa 




By James C. McKinley Jr. 

New YorkTbnex Service' - ' 

B eneath the rolling grasslands of 
southern Mozambique lies a huge 
reserve of natural gas feat if piped to 
neighboring South Africa . could 
bring S100 millio n a year m hard curre n c y to 
what may be the poorest country urfee worid. 
Last month, an aggressive American com- 
pany, Enron Corp. ofHouston. triumphed aver 
several competitors and signed an agreement 
■with. Mozambique to develop fee. fieJd. 

Enron plans to construct an 800-mfle 
pipeline (l,3(X)-]d3o(aetex) into South Airica, 
provided it can find a customer. The only 
problem is feat during the bidding, Enron may 
have alienated many of fee Sooth African 
energy companies feat were the most promis- 
ing customers. Some of those co mpanie s Tgd 
wanted a stake in the pipeline themselves. 

“If they don’t have a buyer foonhe gas, feed 
Enron loses its rights,” said Eric DaSem,,a 
World Bank official. “They can’t sit on it 
forever.” Enron must find a customer by June 
or seek an extension from the Mozambican 

government. 

Tbe joint venture between Enron and the 
state-owned energy compan y took diplomacy 
to put together, company executives and U.S. 

officials said. . . .. _ 

It nearly fell apart several times m the last 
three months as Mozambican energy officials 
complained that they were under political 
pressure from the United States to accept what 

they saw as a bad deal. , 

Enron is navigating tbe political waters of 
southern Africa against fee background of its 


plant in Maharashstra state was 
last summer after nationalist politi- 
cians charged that the company had padded 
costs and bribed officials to get the contract. 

In the end. fee Mozambique accord came 
only after Enron agreed to give the state energy 
company a bigger share of fee venture, 
Mozambican officials said. Along die way, 
U.S. diplomats and several senators mounted a 
lobbying campaign to persuade Maputo to 
sign wife Enron. 

“Elements of die embassy did & bit of 
lobbying for fee company, which I find a bit 
strange, because this is a commercial agree- 
ment,” said John Kachamda, the minister of 
energy resources, who negotiated fee deal. He 
contended dot be was “told that other aid to 
Mozambique might be in jeopardy if feis 
agreement was not signed.’ * 


for its budget and receives about $40 million a 
year in U.S. aid. 

U3. officials, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, denied that any specific threat to 
cut aid had been made. 

“It was a little mare nuanoed than feat,” 
one official said: Mozambican officials were 
told that the U.S. Congress would be less likely 
to approve the same level of aid for the country 
if it rejected a major capital project. 

“It is difficult to say we should give 
Mozambique $40 million a year if it’s going to 
take an opportunity for a $700 million project 
and not doit," theofficial said. 

But Enron is hardly home free in Mozam- 

See ENRON, Page 13 


Cordis Stock 
Plunges on 
J&J Doubts 


Reuters 

NEW YORK — Stock in 
Cordis Corp. stock plunged 
Wednesday on fears that John- 
son & Johnson may ter minate 
its $1.8 billion agreement to buy 
tbe maker of medical devices. 

Contis shares fall $1030 to 
$96.00 in late trading after John- 
son & Johnson, which agreed 
last month to buy Contis fra: 
$1 09 a share in stock, said it was 
extending a study of fee com- 
pany's operations. 

Some of Cordis' s most suc- 
cessful devices are used in con- 
junction with Johnson & John- 
son products for treating 
clogged arteries. 

Johnson & Johnson is ex- 
tending the period for it to re- 
view Cordis’ s finances until 
Jan. 22. The period had been set 
to end Wednesday. 

Johnson & Johnson declined 
to say why it had extended the 
review or whether it was still 
committed to the deal. But an- 
alysts said the transaction was 
now in doubt 

“It is a tittle troubling in feat 
maybe J&J has found something 
cut,” said Kurt Kruger at Ham- 
brecht & Quist 

Johnson & Johnson shares 
rose 123 cents in late trading, to 
$86,625. 
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The IHT Pocket Diary 
Fits In The Palm 
Of Your Hand. 



Year after year - even at a period when 
diaries abound - the International Herald 
Tribune flat, silk-grain leather diary is the hit of 
the season. 

Ingeniously designed to be thirmer-than- ' 
Ain , it still brings you everyAing ... including a 
built-in note pad with always-available “jotting 
paper”. Plus there are comersion tables of ' 
weights, measures and distances, a list of 
national holidays by country, a wine vintage 
chart, and many other useful facts. All in this 
incredibly flat tittle book that slips easily into a 
pocket. 

The perfect gift for almost anyone ... 
including yourself. 

- Please allow three weeks for delivery. 


Please send me 1996 IHT Pocket Diaries. 

Price includes initials, packing and postage in Europe: 

1 -4 diaries UK £22 {U.S.S34) each initials 

5-9 diaries UK £20 50 (VS.S32) each u p«»3pa- diai y 
10-19 diaries UK £18 (U.S.S28) each I 


• Measures 13x8cm (5tflx3m.). 

■Black leather cover 
with pit metal comers. 

* PersonaM with gilt initials. 

• Week-at-a-glance format, printed on 
French blue paper with gilded page edges. 

■ 1996 noiable dates and nadcmal 
holidays in over 9Q countries; world time- 
zone table; international telephone dialing 
codes and country prefixes: conversion 
tables of weigbtSt 
measures and distances. 
• Blue ribbon page marker. 
• Includes removable address 
book feat fits snugly into its own silk 
pockeL No need 10 re-write your most 
important phone numbers — the address 
book will fit right into next year’s diary. 

* Each diary packed in a blue gift box. 

• Corporate persoializanon and 

discounts are available. 
For details, lax Paul Baker at 
(44-181)944 8243. 



• Blue notepaper sheets fit on 
the back of the diary — a 

simple pull removes top sheet. 

1 00 refill sheets included. 
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EH Additional postage outside Europe £4.50 (U.S.S7) 

O Check here for delivery outside Europe by registered or 
certified mail: £5.75 (U.S58.90) per package phis postage. 

Payment is by credit card only. AH ms^or cards accepted. 

Pkase charge to my credit card: 

D Attest O Amex D Diners Q Eurocurd EH MaaeiCard El Visa 

CaniN 0 , 
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.Signature. 


Name. 
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City/CodeCountry. 


TeUFax. 


Company EU VAT ID N®_ 

<FOR CORPORATE PURCHASES! 


28-12-95 
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Mail or fax this order form to: 
International Herald Tribune Offers, 

37 Lambton Road, London SW20 OLW U.K. 
Fax; (44 181)9448243 
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‘Strange Bed Partners 9 Plague RJR 
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By Glenn Collins 

New York Times Service 


y m 

•v (| >UM1 iliflTR 

< UO ~ — a 


y 1W 



p 1-30 J A S O N D i 80 J A 'S 0 N D 
Ur 1885 *; 1985 


d. --..^Wn^sspAsw,. • - •• 

.. Chang* 

7^&0S " ; 
v-jp*y : *o&*. 

£r "• •S&PtflQ-; „ '.>^' "S8&8fr^.i 8B8.77r : - .*0-02 
WSE^ - ' COT^te 1 ;' '5^T 328,1^ ; \ -: ag?^ ' >0*5 .. 
Iks, ■■:■ i -Na^Qompa slavfWfclS . 104*3?./ -0.12. 
ifiST"- 5(170 S3SJ29 


Bofca , i <}- 


m&r<"p£ t' j 

Efe-'-assf 

LIS: /- HfX20“ 


NEW YORK — Each year, groups with 
a strong social conscience or a pressing 
policy agenda may ask stockholders of 
giant corporations to vote on resolutions 
calling for anything from equal-employ- 
ment opportunities in Northern Ireland to 
the preservation of endangered species. 

And each year, dozens of such reso- 
lutions are treated with perfunctory cour- 
tesy and then soundly defeated; The av- 
erage entry gathers only 8 percent of 
shareholder votes. 

But this holiday season, die concerns of 
one group of shareholders identified with 
religion have inadvertently meshed with 
the profit-seeking interests of powerful dis- 
sident shareholders to put RJR Nabisco 
Holdings Corp., an $8.6 billion consumer- 
products company, on the defensive. 

The company has firmly opposed in- 
vestor calls for an immediate spin-off of its 
food business from its tobacco operations. 


saying that would lead to dire legal li- 
abilities and lower credit ratings. 

RJR Nabisco’ s legal mi ght had been 
directed against the investors Carl Icahn 
and Bennett LeBow. They own 13 million 
shares, ora4.8 percent stake, in RJR Nabis- 
co and have filed for a consent solicitation 
that would penult RJR Nabisco’s 450.000 


shareholders to vote on a spin-off. 

Now, the legal thrust has been redirected 


to oppose new and unlikely barbarians at 
the gate: two small groups of Roman 
Catholic priests pushing RJR Nabisco for 
die same spin-off — who together own 980 
shares and belong to a large ecumenical 
confederation, die Interfaitfa Center on 
Corporate Responsibility in New York. 

If the LeBow-Ieahn proposals do not 
survive RJR Nabisco’s legal challenges, the 
priests' resolution could provide a clear-cut 
choice on a spin-off for shareholders at the 


company’s annual meeting in April. 
None are more struck by the oddn 


None are more struck by the oddness of 
the alliance between God and the Mighty 
Dollar than the allies themselves. 


“If a celibate can nse the phrase, some- 
times you end up with strange bed part- 
ners,” said the Rev. Michael Crosby of the 
Interfaith Center, a brother in the Capuchin 
Erancdscan order in Milwaukee who wrote 
the priests’ resolution. 

Mr. LeBow, who had not known about 
the priests’ proposal, said with a laugh: 
“Interest in an immediate spin-off is clearly 
nondenominarional He a dd ed : “We are, 
however, disturbed that RJR Nabisco keeps 
going to extraordinary lengths to prevent ns 
shareholders from having a voice.” 

Last month, the priests asked RJR Nabis- 
co to put their resolution, calling for an 
immediate spin-off of the food business, on 
the ballot for the April meeting. RJR Nabis- 
co’s lawyers asked the priests to withdraw 
the measure, then tried to bargain with 
them. The priests have refused. 

Now the company’s lawyers are urging 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
to block die priests' resolution, contending 
that, among other things, it duplicates Mr. 
LeBow’s consent solicitation. 


Budget and Bonds 
Keep Stocks Mixed 


CarfHtdb)OyrSKffFm Dbpetdm 

NEW YORK— stocks were 


rations for a decline in U.S. 
interest rates and a Treasury 
bond rally sparked by optimism 
that the white House and Con- 
gress were making progress on 
a budget deaL , 

Rany aud frnp™**”' shares 
gained, but slumpfflg metals 
stocks tempered the advance. 

The Dow Jones industrial av- 
erage closed 434 points lower. 


Association rallied S4, to a 
record 124%, after the comparer 
said it would buy bode as mu ch 
as 9 percent of its common 

stock. . 

“As we go into 1996, in- 
vestors are looking to the fi- 


LLS. STOCKS 


I Cm wet* - - CapthM 

Source: Bloomberg, Reuters 
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Happy Ending for Hollywood? Not in ’95 


Very brief ys 

Daiwa’s N.Y. Branch Chief Indicted 


NEW YORK (Bloomberg) — The former general manager of 
the New York branch of Daiwa Bank Ltd. was indicted Wednes- 
day on charges that he had helped a former Daiwa trader conceal 
a $1.1 billion trading loss from U S. bank regulators. 

The former official, Masahiro Tsuda, was charged with de- 
frauding the U.S. Federal Reserve Board between July and 
September 1995 and concealing a felony. The losses were in- 
curred by Toshihide Iguchi, a former government-bond trader 
.who previously pleaded guilty to hiding the $1.1 billion loss from 
Dajwa executives and from U.S. bank regulators for 12 years. U.S. 
prosecutors said If convicted, Mr. Tsuda would face a maximum 
sentence of eight years in prison and a $500,000 fine. 

•The Federal National Mortgage Association said it would sell 
SI billion of preferred stock to buy back its common shares; The 
company, known as Fannie Mae, also plans a 4-for- 1 stock split to 
take effect Jan. 12 for shares of record on Jan. 8. 

•Spiegel Inc. is eliminating its quarterly dividend of 5 cents a 
share to dedicate the funds to strategic growth programs. 
•Carlyle Group Inc. raised its stake in GTS Duratek Inc. by 
buying 500,000 shares from National Patent Development 
Corp. Carlyle now holds 2.2 million shares in GTS. an en- 
vironmental services company. 

•Peru raised $1.15 billion in 1995 by privatizing 47 companies. 

• •Venezuela’s gross domestic product rose 2.2 percent this year as 
an expanding oil industry helped the economy grow for the first 
time since 1992. [Reuters. Knighi-Ridder, Bloomberg ) 


The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A record box-office 
take. Nearly 13 billion North American 
ftrimiRsirffyi. Blockbusters such as “Batman 
Forever” and “Apollo 13.” Thar doesn’t 
sound like a bad year in Hollywood — both 
was. 

Despite a projected $53 billion gate, the 
1995 film season was very disappointing, 
studio executives say. Time Warner Inc.’s 
Warner Bros, and Walt Disney Co. enjoyed 
good returns, but profits were scarce and 
margins slim elsewhere. This year’s 
movies cost much more to make and dis- 
tribute than in 1994, and higher ticket 


prices did not offset flat admissions. 


“We're sort of in a tailspin right now, 
and it’s gening worse,” said Tom Sherak, 
senior vice president of News Corp. 's 20th 
Cemury-Fox. After the Christmas week- 
end, domestic theaters had sold about $5.15 
bUHon in tickets. Daily Variety reported. At 
that point in 1994 sales were $5.1 1 billion. 

The weekend’s top-grossing film was 
“Waiting to Exhale,'’ which earned $14.1 
million. Following it were: “Toy Story,” 
$12.1 mini on; “Jumanji,” $10.6 million; 
“Grumpier Old Men,’ $7.8 million; and 
“Hear,” $7.3 milli on. 

Even though 1995 will probably be Hol- 


lywood’s biggest ever, topping die 1994 
mark of $S3billion as calculated by Va- 
riety, it did not come cheaply. The 1995 
increase of 0.8 percent hardly covered 
higher production costs. Hollywood spent 
an estimated 15 percent more this year 
bringing movies to the screen. Just to break 
even, films now have to make $100 mil- 
lion. Tea 1994 releases readied that marie, 
compared with seven in 1995. 

This year's top two movies were “Bat- 
man Forever” ($184 million) and “Apollo 
13” ($172 million). The uq) two of 1994 — 
“Forrest Gump” ami 'The Lion King’’ — 
t>*rh made more than $300 minion. 


at 5,105.92. But advancing is- 
sues outpaced decliners by & 
narr ow 13-40-12 Tatio OH the 
New York Stock Exchange. .. . 

The 30-year Treasury bond 
rose 14/32 point, to 1 1 1 29/32," 
for ayidd of 6.01 percent, down 
from 6.04 percent Tuesday. 

Republican leaders and Pres- 
identBiD Clinton are scheduled 
to meet again Friday to discuss 
proposals to balance die budget 
m seven years. 

Even amid die budget de- 
bate. Treasury bond yields have 
fallen on expectations that eco- 
nomic growth and inflation will 
be moderate in 1996. 

PNC Bank gained 1%, to 
31V4, Bankets Twist New York, 
rose 114, to 67V4, and First 
Chicago NBD added 1%, to 
39%, as investors bet that 
falling interest rates would lift 
profits of companies that lend 
money. 

Federal National' Mortgage 


and acquisitions,” said Jeffrey 
Roberts, managmg damor at 

XrendlioeReseartm&Manage- 

menL In addition, he said, "the 

interest-rate environment is 

dearly very friendly.” 
peter DaPazzo, senior man- 
aging ’ director at Cantor , 
Fttzgoald & Co., said, “If the 
Ffed was willing to ease during 
the budget crisis, tfaere’sa feel- 
ing that the Fed wffleontinne to 
kjwer raies. The market still 1 ms 
a little buoyant feel IQ it” 
Aluminum and copper stocks 
fell on concern that deman d 
may fall as 1996 begins; hulling 
prices and profits along the way. 
On Tuesday, Smith Barney low- 
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era! metals companies, mostly 
because of weaker shipments in 
the fourth quarter. 

Alcoa dropped IX, to 49%. 
Phelps Dodge slid to 60%, 
Reynolds Metals dropped l t to 
53, and Cyprus Amax Minerals 
weakened^ to 25% 

Microsoft fell 1%, to 88%, 

Intel slid J4, to 58%, Oracle 
dropped %, to 43%, mid Bay 
Networks fell l%^to 4I-%- 

Anto shares fell on reports 
that earnings could be weaker* 
than expected m 1996* 1 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 


French Franc Gets Lift From Data, but Labor Concern Looms 


CaapOed H Or tofFiOm Dbpacha 

NEW YORK — The French franc 
rose Wednesday after a batch of fa- 
vorable economic news, but die threat 
of further labor unrest kept gains in 
check. The statistics office INS EE said 
household consumption of manufac- 
tured goods in France rose 4.4 percent 
in November from October. Consump- 
tion was up 1.4 percent from a year 
earlier. 

French durable-goods orders rose 


52 percent from October, led by pur- 
chases of household electronics and 
furniture. 

The dollar closed in New York at 
4.8975 French francs, down from 
4.9092 francs Tuesday. 

But optimism about the data was 
tempered by a warning from die leader 
of the Force Ouvrierc union that 
France could face a new wave of 
strikes early next year. 

French unions staged more than three 


weeks of crippling strikes starting in 
late November, and analysts expect 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 


economic data feu December to reflect 
slowing growth because of the labor 
unrest and related disruptions. 

Meanwhile, the dollar edged up as 
investors hoped President BUI Clinton 
and Congress would soon end their 
budget standoff. 


“The mood is that when you walk 
into the new year they may have some- 
thing accomplished,” said Steyien 
Saslow at HSBC Securities in New 
York. ‘ 

But not everyone was optimistic 
that a budget accord could be readied 
by year-end. 

“The longer rt takes, the more we ’ll 
worry about it.” a dealer said. 

The U3. currency rose to 1.4335 
Deutsche marks from 1.4305 DM on 


Tuesday, to 1.1570 Swiss francs from 
1.1540 francs and to 102.83 yen boot 

102-33^rai. Xhe poopd^ ^vas steady at 

T&ddBvw^fffltoa^asttheyen 
by .ajga*o( strength. inJapau’s econ- 
omy, whid/cpuH .totnmte into in- 
creased xmp6rfs/heavfer capital out- 
flows and alowertradeiaiipins with the 
United States. It also could drive in- 
vestors from Japanese bonds. 

(Knight-mddcr, AFX, Bloomberg) 
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EUROPE 


Russia Insists SlI^IblksATe Closed 
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Reuter* 



10 acqnirc a 25 pej^ai &a]§ m lie " s 

SST un ^ a£i, 2 ls c ^ B my^yy^ \««ww« 

official ° F» a ^“ss^pnvatizaoon deal as voy because they bad not received the 

lem ” 9 crJS^L 411 J 8 ( * m ^ 3ied »^ sAea-prob- The Russian government owns 51 percent of 

Centpie^'w 811 fartbe RussianRav^ization Svyazinvest, a holding company set up last sum- 
JamS^r^r WeconsTd^this mat^droedln mar' dud. owns a majority stake in 85 of Russia’s 
imiSd JnJ* 0 ?. 8 K" 87 regional telephone rompandes. 

^ to^ow.STT^ is.imlikely _ ‘ , WedonTSBk£he negotiations are closed,” 
cS^ 6 ' a S' IbT spokesman said Wednesday. '"There are 

staTfi-wSSi-S >W ^? r ’ * sp okesn^^or.-fialy’s further -stuefies needed, and we are absolutely 
telKo nm iamcatkxns r holding ..willing to cany. Jhem ottt.” But the Russian 
^ was not( kad- privatization official said the government was 
ninc 7 ~, m ° nm ’- S J ET a tender fi gJZypearccm # ndt conducting any negotiations with STET. 
miJl W^^S?' aZ1 ? VesL STEThndbwWIO 5TETwontheim^ 

a iJSSSSR St ^* ^ 101115 calfedforij invest of France Telecom, Deutsche Telekom AG and a 

R^^£r° two years. . RtBsiah umt of US - West Inc. The company 

«JfLj ■ s ~ f™ay that it was+fUtiog the denied reports suggesting it had been scared 
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polished diamonds, the head erf 
the Russian association of di- 
amond produces was . quoted 
Wednesday as telling the In- 
terfax news agency. 

De Beers Cons olidated 
Mines Ltd. is under consider- 
ation as a possible co-founder, 
Ararar Evoyan said, with other 
likely co-founders being the Fi- 
nance Ministry and & state 
co mmi t t ee on precious metals. 

De Beers and the R ussian di- 


staiemerit released in London. 


had agreed Jo extend the five- 
yettrsaks agreement between 
Rosnaand De Beers until Feb. I. 
Bqqye^ by the comments from 
both ^es, analysts expressed 
optimism that De Beers and Rjus- 
sia wotild reach a . marketing 
agreement, but many said ne- 
gotiations would probabfy drag 
-orastiReh/I. ‘ “ 

■ James Allen of the stock-bro- 


side wanted to walk away from i 
deal. 

“I would personally expect 
the contract to be extended 
again before they reach a final 
agreement,” he said. 

Under the current deal, Rus- 
sia sells 95 percent of its rough 
gems through De Beers’s Cen- 
tral Selling Oigamzation. 

Russia 1ms argued that it 
should be allowed to sell more 
stones independently. 

(AFX, Reuters) 


Mercedes Sees Salek ^ 
Revving Up 1995 Mqffi 

C aiyikd by Our Pram OitptKier 

STUTTGART — Mercedes-Benz AG 
said Wednesday that sales this ye^>wduldbe 
Up, and the Vfthvilft- mifflrrfW^TT wg imif jq f 

Daimler-Benz AG forecast further gains in 
1996. • ••vv- 4S vT- 

Helmut Wemer, chief exedatiye; said 
sales this year should rise 2 penman, to 72 
billion Deutsche marks ($50 baffion)! Pas- 
senger-car sales slipped to 580,000 from 
592,000 in 1994, while coramaaal vehicle 
sales rose to 320.000 from 290,400. 

Mr. Wemer said the strong Deutsche 
mark had cost the company .roose feaa,! 
billion DM, but be said cost-cuttmg had 
offset that drag on earning s- lire company 
expects a higher profit for 1995^desnpite the 
currency difficulties. Profit m- .-1994 .was 
1.85 billion DM. (Bloomberg, Routers) 
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Bank of Israel Investigates 
Sale iEEvdking Safra Family 

• V; 

Reuters 

TEL AVIV — The Bank of Israel said 
Wednesday that it was investigating die 1986 
sale of. Fust Intemational Bank of Israel afro- a 
suit was filed against the bank’s owners, the 
Safra family. 

' Thesrat was filed by an Israeli businessman, 
.Jack Nasser, who bought Ernst Internationa] in 
1986 and transferred control of the bank to the 
Safras in late 1990. 

Mr. Nasser has said that in bnying the bank he 

was acting as a front man far Edmond Safra of 
Republic Bank of New York. 

■ ‘*What we are talking about began many years 
ago, even before 1986, ’ r a central bank spokesman 
sad, noting that the officials who had approved 
fee sale no longer worked ai the centra] honk. 

Hist International, Israel’s fourtb-largest 
bank, ^control! (pd by .Mr. Safra ’s two brothers, 
‘' Who five iztBraziL The suit namcs aU three. 


European Liftoff in 1996 


Bloomberg Business News 

PARIS — Europe’s 
aerospace industry is expect- 
ed to see the beginning or bet- 
ter times in 1996, as reorga- 
nizations dictated by a 
prolonged slump in civilian 
jet sales and cuts in defense 
budgets begin to pay off. 

Aerospace and defense 
companies in Europe should 
also see further consolidation, 
as cost-cutting mergers by 
U.S. competitors and con- 
straints on research and de- 
velopment budgets compel in- 
dividual European companies 
to join forces. 

In contrast , Europe’s airline 
industry, which has returned to 

a downturn in 199‘fash^jre- 
pares for deregulation. 

The aerospace industry 
“has to consolidate in order to 
gain the economies of scale to 
compete and collaborate on 
more equal terms with the 
Americans,” Dick Evans, 
British Aerospace PLC's 
chief executive, said recently. 

Consolidation will help cut 
costs, but indnstxy executives 
and analysts say most Euro- 
pean companies need to keep 
dashing costs so they can com- 
pete more effectively with their 
American counterparts — par- 
ticularly because a weak dollar, 
the currency used in aerospace 
transactions, gives U.S. com- 
panies an advantage. 

At present, British Aero- 
space is way ahead. After four 
years of operating losses, Eu- 
rope's largest defense contrac- 
tor more than doubled its pre- 
tax profit in the first half of 
1995. to £160 million ($248 

million). 

Nick Cunningham, an an- 
alyst with Barclays de Zoete 
Wedd, said the company 
should have a full-year pretax 
profit of £279 milli on, exclud- 


ing special items. Thar puts 
BAe in sharp contrast with the 
Continent’s chief aerospace 
companies, Aerospatiale of 
France and Daimler-Benz 
AG’s aerospace unit. 
Deutsche Aerospace AG. 
Neither of them can match 
BAe’s 22 percent reduction in 
operating costs, and neither is 
expecting a profit this year. 

Deutsche Aerospace, stung 
by the effects of the weak dol- 
and high labor costs, had an 
operating loss of 1.6 billion 

Consolidation will 
help cut costs, but 
most European 
aerospace 
companies need to 
keep economizing. 

Deutsche marks ($1.1 billion) 
in the first half of 1 995. Daim- 
ler-Benz took a 1.2 billion 
DM charge to cover the cost of 
reorganizing the unit. 

“Daimler are essentially 
where we were th r e e or four 
years ago,” says John We- 
ston, chief of British 
Aerospace’s defense unit 
BAe cut its work force to 
45 .000 this year from 133,000 
in 1988, largely by selling its 
Rover automobile unit to Bay- 
erische Motoren Werke AG. 

After further reorganization 
charges, Daimler-Benz now is 
expected to post a full-year 
loss of around 2 billion DM. 
and .Manfred Biscboff, chief 
executive of the aerospace 
unit, has said he does not ex- 
pect the unit to postanet profit 
before 1997. 

Deutsche Aerospace's ef- 
forts to cope with a weak dol- 
lar. including firing 8,000 


workers by 1998, should nar- 
row its losses as early as 1996. 
however. 

Aside from Daimler's own 
problems, the German compa- 
ny win have to sort out another 
critical issue in early 1996 — 
the fate of Fokker NV. 

The aircraft maker, con- 
trolled since 1993 by Daimler- 
Benz and partly owned by the 
Dutch government, risks 
bankruptcy unless it can win 
cash infusions from its main 
shareholders. 

Battered by industry price 
wars, a weak dollar and high 
production costs, Fokker re- 
ported die biggest loss of its 
75-year history for the first 
half of 1995, a deficit of 651 
million guilders ($406 mil- 
lion), and has since asked 
Daimler and the Netherlands 
for a bailout package of 
around 23 billion guilders. 

Daimler in mid-December 
agreed to extend beyond the 
first of the year a line of credit 
that has been keeping Fokker 
afloat for several months. The 
company's fate could be de- 
cided early in 1996 in The 
Hague in negotiations between 
the government and Daimler. 

Aerospatiale also is not ex- 
pected to make a profit in 
1995. Although its chief ex- 
ecutive, Louis Gallois. began 
the year by forecasting at least 
a break-even result, analysts 
expect die weak dollar to push 
the French government- 
owned company to its fourth 
consecutive annual loss. 

Airbus Industrie, a collab- 
oration among Aerospatiale. 
Deutsche Amo space, BAe 
and Construed ones Aeronfiu- 
ticas SA of Spain, expects to 
sell more aircraft in 1996. 

But Airbus, which last year 
narrowly edged out Boeing 
Co. in new orders, is unlikely 
to do that again this year. 
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ImcncxuKuI Ffcnld Tnbanc 


Very briefly: 


•Heineken NV acquired a 6.9 percent stake in Zywiec Breweries 
PLC of Poland from Bank Handlowo-Kredytowy SA, raising its 
holding to 31.8 percent. 

•Chelyabinsk Regional Property Fund of Russia sold a 15 
percent government stake in South Ural Bauxite Mines at a 
special auction Dec. 15, the Interfax news agency said. The 7,715 
shares were started at 20,000 rabies ($431) and sold for 39,400 
rabies each. 

•Rostelekom, Russia’s biggest telecommunications company, 
will split its shares 5 for 1 on Monday. 

•Westdeutsche Landesbank Girozentrale plans to move its 
investment research into a separate unit as part of the expansion of 
its investment-banking activities. 

•Bayer AG plans to cut about 1 ,000 jobs in Germany in 1996 to 
try to remain competitive internationally, its management board 
chairman. Manfred Schneider, said. 

•Colonia Konzern AG’s net profit for 1995 is expected to again 
rise about 18 percent, lifted by growth in premium income. The 
insurer had a profit of 161.8 million DM in 1994. 

(AFX, AP, Knight-Ridder, Bloomberg, Reuters) 


Huarte Shares Surge on Pact With Creditors 


AFX News 

MADRID — Huarte SA’s stock jumped 
12 percent Wednesday as investors 
cheered the construction company ’s agree- 
ment with its creditors that would allow the 
creditors to buy out the majority stake held 
by Huarte’s parent company. 

Ifoaite finished ar 620 pesetas ($5. 1 0), up 
65, lifted by news that Huarte 's bank cred- 
itors had signed an agreement giving them 


an option to buy Grupo Hasa’s 50.03 per- 
cent stake in die company. 

Under terms of the accord reached with 
five of its main bank creditors, including 
Banco Central Hispanoamericano and Ban- 
co Exterior de Espana, the banks have three 
months to take up the purchase option. 

Huarte said die accord would permit the 
reopening of credit lines to die company. 

Huarte’s debt currently stands at 50.4 


billion pesetas, including 7 billion pesetas 
of corporate bonds. Analy sts said Hasa still 
owed Huarte about 12 billion pesetas for 
construction work carried out for Hasa’s 
real-estate development unit 
The brokerage concern Benito & Mon 
jardm said the agreement was “positive’' 
but said uncertainty would remain until 
problems such as debt owed by Hasa and rhe 
valuation of real-estate assets were solved. 


G-7 Ministers to Convene 

Knight-Ridder 

PARIS — Finance ministers 
of the Group of Seven leading 
industrialized countries will 
meet Jan. 20 in Paris, the Finance 
Ministry said Wednesday. 

A spokeswoman for Finance 
Minister Jean Arthurs confirmed 
the place and date but gave no 
details about the agenda. Fi- 
nance Minister Masayoshi 
Takemura of Japan had said the 
ministers would probably meet 
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(Ovktond are shown tor the new. stocks only. Unless otherwise noted, rotes of 
(OvtoenlhaniennudldisiNinernentsbosediiniraiatoddeclarortlon. . 
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Est. sates 9.927 Tue*s. setfes 7716 
Tue'sopenbit 65788 OH 36 

FSDER CATTLE (CMER) 

SMMO fct- ewes per to 

Jan 96 6260 6270 6275 -045 3484 

MCT96 6055 60.10 6020 -055 4,987 

APT 96 M5S 6070 >172 -O*® 2.512 

MOV 96 6052 60.17 6022 -030 1744 

Aug 96 6235 6175 6270 -072 1773 

Sen 96 62.10 SUB 6170 -075 W 

Est sales 4730 Tue's.ute* 3789 

Tue'sopenlnt 15714 up 359 

HOGS (CMER) 

40000 «».- cents eer to 
Feb 96 5038 4977 4972 

APT 96 4955 49.15 4972 

Jun 96 5*92 5452 5472 

JU96 5*37 5372 5375 

AW 96 S2J5 M 5255 

Oct 96 4750 4775 <7.12 

Est sales 3449 TWs-sates 
Tue’sopenbit 34753 off 61 

PORX BELLES (CMBU 
40700 tet-certi per to 
P*b96 5975 587C 5855 

M(rW 5950 5875 5872 

May 96 6070 5955 5970 

All 96 6175 6055 61^ 

Aug 94 58ul5 S75 STS 

Est soles 1719 Toe's, sates 
Tub's open H 6,919 off 2 


Food 

cocoa wesej 

Mar 96 1OT ^ w 
1310996 1392 1^ 1® 

juJM 1315 1302 1305 

Sep 96 1333 1330 1337 

Dec 96 1355 1355 U54 

Esl sates 5797 Tue’x jcSm 
Tub’s open be 82720 

COFFEECtNCSB 
BAOH-BeffiWD.. .. 

vS»6 96J0 9470 9570 

May« 9575 9470 9435 

£?« 9*25 9425 

wS 9430, 9A0S 
M sales 3.747 Tuff’s, sales 
tS-sdStiW 27715 

SUGAR. WORLD u (MCSE) 
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Mot 96 IW» ”12 
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est. sates 4759 Tito's, sales 
wSnH 151731 
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Spot 1010% 1011% 1023H 1024% 
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Financial 
UST.BLLS (CMBU 

SI mBion- MS Of 100 pct. 

Mar 96 95.11 9578 95.10 +074 7,190 
Junto 9572 9570 9530 + 073 3.702 
Sea 96 9578 9537 9577 +072 74 

Est. sates 1736 Tie’s, sates 710 
Toe's oaen int 

SYR. TREASURY (CBOT) 

6)66760 Brin- pts 8 32nde 0(106 pa 
MartolUWO 139-27 110-005+ OSS 137737 
junto 109-265 109-24 109-245+ 055 9732 
Sep 96 109-26 109-245109-245+ 055 2J76 
Est. sales 7700 Tub's, sates 2787 
Tub’s open int 180741 up 79495 

10 Yft. TREASURY (CBOT) 

1100760 prtn- pis L Unas aflOO pa 
Mw 96 114-06 113+26 114-02 + 07 215721 
Jun 96113-17 113-09 113-14 + 07 17,961 
SOP 96 113+16 + to 300 

Etf.xatac 1M99 Tie's, sates 7,544 
Tuff's OPenim 240756 off 1037 

U5TREA5iniY BONDS (CBOT) 

[8 PO+llOILOOO-afcA DstePt 160 Ptfl 

Mar 96120+31 120-10 120-23 + 13 36*586 
Jun 96120-16 120-00 13-10 + 14 16710 
Sep 96120-00 119-26 119-26 + 13 *46$ 
DffCto 119+14 119-48 119+10 + 12 177 

EsLsates 68700 Tuff's. sales 36741 
Tuff's open int 482,993 off 510 

LONG GILT (UFFE) 

£5*000 - pH, 1 33nd* flfl 00 pa 
Oecto 110-22 110-70 110-19 +049 Ullp 

Mato 110-30 11045 110-23 + 026 130789 

JIMW N.T. NX 11045 +0-36 0 

Esl sales: 1 3.170 Piw.sotes: &13? 
Ptov-ppenbiU 143.90$ etf 209 

GERMAN GOVERNMENT BUND (UFFE) 

DM2SO000 - bm pf 100 on 

Mato W.li 98.95 *9.15 +073 1*7704 


EsLsates 1714 Tue's.sotes 929 
Tue'sopenbit 27708 off 237 

GERMAN MARK (CMER) 

1 2*600 marfce. I per met 
Mor 96 7026 4990 7000 —17 48760 

Junto 7048 7025 7000 —17 2781 

Septo 7065 7055 J059 —16 1787 

Dec 96 7086 —15 11 

Est. sales 10709 Tue-xsates 778 7 
Toe's open bit 52739 off 1049 

JAPANESE YEN (CMER) 

1JJ mUon ten, % per HO van 
Mar to 709899 709837 709842 —56 61795 

Junto 710001 709957 709962 —59 1772 

Septo 710080 —63 164 

Est. sides HA -niff's, sates *255 
Tue’i open tat 6X213 up 268 

SWISS FRANC (CMER) 

13SJM0 iron, s per franc 
Mar to 7750 7703 7716 —24 32723 

Junto 7825 7780 7793 —24 944 

Septo 7865 -24 87 

Est.sefes 6755 Tuff's. soles 4795 
Tub's open tat 

l-MOKTH STERLING CUFF El 
£500.100 - DL. of 100 OCT 
Morto 9378 9371 

Junto 93.W 9377 

s*pto 9196 9179 

Decto 9375 9378 9374 + 0JU 

MOJ97 9169 <062 9169 - 0.M 

J 14197 9147 93SZ 9147 t 076 

Sac97 9128 9X31) 

DBC97 9HM 9101 

Moito 9181 9271 

Junto N.T. N.T. 

Septo VlXi 9243 

DerfB 9275 9274 

Est. so By 25.199 Pm.idtes: 7700 
Picv.oobo lot: 340782 up VA 

3-MONTH EUROMARK (UFFE) 

DMi miaon ■ pis of loo pa 
Motto 96.42 9679 9442 +ftft4 

Junto 9674 9W4 9674 + UP 

Septo 9*54 9676 9674 + 070 

Dec96 9677 9672 9L37 +077 

M0I97 96.13 9607 9614 + 009 

Jan97 9576 9579 9576 +106 

5ep97 9572 9544 9573 +0.10 

Dee97 95.16 95.11 95.16 + 079 

Motto N.T. N.T. 947$ + OOP 

Junto 9*51 9*51 9*55 +109 

Septo N.T. N.T. 9478 +0J» 

DortB 9199 9199 9473 +079 

Est sales 3*827. Ptffv.sotes 1&610 
P1W. open bit; 932.981 off 1795 

3-MONTH EUROURA (UFFE) 

ITL 1 fliBlon - pB atioo pa 

Motto 90.15 9075 90.14 + 004 39.928 

jwto 9070 9077 9070 +110 21154 

Septo 9*60 9049 90*0 +077 US27 

DKto 9040 9040 9070 +077 6306 

l*em 9M0 9073 9070 ♦ 075 2.951 

Jun97 9075 9053 9075 -073 !23 

BL sales: 9491 Piev.safca 6496 
Prev. open taL 83789 up 661 

3-MONTH Pi BOR (MAT1F) 

ffj manon -m* on oo pa 
Mwto 9*99 9*83 9*87 * 102 

Junto 95.11 9574 9S79 ♦ 074 

Sep 96 95.13 9579 95.12 + 073 

D*Cto 9572 9*98 9571 +073 

Mnr97 9472 9*79 9*82 +073 

Jun 97 W43 9*60 9*63 + OJM 

Sep 97 N.T. N.T. 000—9*34 
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Ifigh low (Lae Gigs Ppetf 

Mery 96 0075 7975 8068 +173 9454 

JUlM 8030 79JC 79 JO +070 9,156 

Odto 7050 7770 7843 +038 J716 

Decto 7640 75.95 7635 +030 9751 

Mar 97 7773 +031 . 

Est.sdes NLA. Hue's. scries *689 
Tub’s open tat 57715 up 759 
HEATING ML (NMBR) 
42<000<lot-CMtsMraflf 

Jan 96 6245 6040 6275 +175 74765 

Rebto 6070 5975 6050 +178 5*916 

Mor to 5770 5590 57.10 + 0.98 19747 

Apr to S2M SIM 5270 +078 5715 

May to 5075 5010 5075 — OJB ATM 

Junto 49 78 4085 4970 +003 *320 

Jut 96 49.10 4075 49.10 +008 4J77 

Aug 96 4970 WJM 4970 -0.12 3736 

OCt 9* 5075 5050 »3» —007 14H» 

Decto 5100 5170 5200 +023 

Esl sales 52744 Hue’s, sales 27.908 
Tue’sopentttf 137720 off 5004 

LIGHT SWEET CRUDE (NMERJ 

1400 1**- cuiats per be* 

Feb 96 1972 1974 194? +072 87,744 

MOT to 1976 1870 19JJ2 +018 4*933 

Apr to 1067 1053 1066 +013 24 JIB 

May to 1876 1025 1875 +006 15717 

Jun 96 18,14 1005 18.15 +005 33737 

Jut 96 17 J6 17.92 1776 15731 

Aug to 1775 1772 1774 — 001 9,390 

Oct 96 1777 1762 1764 —005 

Nov to 1761 1769 1761 —002 7.139 

DecM 1767 17 JO 1764 —OJM 3*717 

Jan 97 1760 1760 1760 —073 7.796 

Feb 97 1745 1745 1745 —0.05 

Jun 97 1765 1765 1765 -JUG 

Est. sales 62658 TueV safes 2X944 - 
Tue'sopffnlnt 343642 off 1947 

NATURAL GAS (MMER) 

10400 mm bnn. S per mm baj 

Feb to 2J9S 2461 2668 +400 37^71 

MOTM 2298 2.150 2698 +150 23.186 

Apr to ?JW 1.915 1J99 +B3 16615 

May to 1660 1605 1649 +53 136M 

Junto 1.SS0 1J60 1J84 +38 10620 

JMM 1J75 060 059 +21 7651 

Auo 96 080 1.730 064 +13 7,148 

Seato 085 060 074 +10 *110 

Oct to 1615 1600 1614 +10 5,938 

NOT 96 1.900 1 680 1 696 +10 X7W 

Decto 2600 USB 1.983 +10 7461 

Est.Kdes 40.912 Hue's, setfes 12684 
Tire's open M 1594Z7 off 6015 

UNLEADED GASOLINE (NMBO 
42600 eat- am per gal 

Janto 6040 5075 60.15 +146 10.980 

R*96 58J» 5765 5860 +164 26461 

Mor 96 5*60 55.90 5640 +067 11699 

Apr 9* 5860 57 JO 5360 +047 4.984 

May to 5765 57.10 57^5 +047 5654 

Junto 5*75 5*35 5*75 +070 2410 

Est. sales 17,251 Toe's, sates 12457 
Toe's open Ini 67640 oft 3519 
BRENT OIL OPE) 

U6. daOan per bairel - lots of 1600 brnrets 
Feb 96 18J8 18,10 TBJ5 +0J3 71606 

Mar 96 1766 1746 1779 +041 2*110 

Apr to 1745 1733 1741 + QJ1 U245 

May 96 17.14 1766 17.10 +074 5657 

June 96 16.92 1 6*5 1666 +070 10225 

July to 1*74 1*70 1*68 +0.15 *M6 

Aug 96 1*67 1*60 1*56 + 0.12 2.9* 

Sep 95 1*55 1*4B 1*38 +0.10 995 

OaM 1*42 1*38 1*33 +0Jffl 1^ 

Nov 96 1643 1*38 1*33 +069 838 

DecM 1*37 1*37 1*28 +0.10 22» 

Janto N.T. N.T. 1*23 +*10 650 

Est Bates: 31,705. Open 9 -509 + 1.718 
GASOIL (IRE) 

ILS. dotors per metric ton - lots of 100 lens 
Junto 180.75 17100 18060 +7J0 349M 
Feb to 17*00 171 60 17560 +675 17.150 

Mar96 16960 16775 169JJS *509 

Apr 96 16375 16175 162JS + 370 

Moyto 159.75 15975 15960 tlM 

June 96 15760 15766 15775 + 275 5710 

July to N.T. N.T. 15660 +260 3J6S 

Aug M 15725 15*50 15*75 +260 1604 

Septo N.T. N.T. 15775 +260 503 

ESLMte£6701. OpefliflL02799 

Stock Indexes 

SAP COMP. INDEX (CMER) 
joq x Index 

Mar to 62075 61870 61*55 -16019WM 
Jun 96 62640 623.90 62440 -045 
Dtt96 aim 634.95 +(L7B 42 

Est. sties NA Tuff's, setfes 18730 
Tue’sopenbit 199694 off 401 


Dec 97 N.t. 

Est. aria: 9533 
PtW.opentoL 157264 


060 -94.11 


bidustrialB 

ODTT0N8 (NCTN) 

SUNIS,eeiftparfeL 

Mar to 1175 8860 81.16 +OB3 26451 


... ... 36700 36J46 ♦ »6 6M* 

Junto N.T N.T 36956 + 3M J' ,,e 

Est. sales 3419 PTw.suitt:,'U» 

Prev. open tec- 61156 off 1.113 

CAC 40 (MATIF) 

FF20O per mdex point _ 

Decto 1885.00 1&59J* 188AN + J7-JJ 
Janto 1B9100 1B6760 IBS1J0 +JJ60 
Febto 189360 187*10 189960 -JJJO 
Morto 190860 108460 19076J. + 

Junto 106*00 106*60 18W6018* WJ® 

Septo N.T. N.T. 18P9JW +17.00 
EfLHleS! 29373 

Prev.o penhit: 52710 
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gi.'Sd, 


NLA. 
2697.10 
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A uuippme AirJmes 
Goes Jet Shopp ing 


For $2.7 Billion Outlay 


Bloomberg Business News 

MANILA — Philippine Air- 
lines Inc. wfl] spend $2.7 billion 
K> buy aircraft from Bo eing r 0 
and Airbus Industrie over tibe 

next three years, a company of- 
ficial said Wedn esda y. 

With, its boardroom wrangle 
almost settled, the airline plan s 
to buy eight 747-400s, Boe- 
ing's biggest long-distance jet, 
its chief financial officer. Jaime 
Bautista, said. 

The Philippine flag carrier al- 
so said it would buy four A340- 
300s, eight A330-300s and 12 
A3 20s from Airbus Industrie. 

The purchases are part of a 
plan to expand and return the 
airline to profitability after 
Chairman Lucio Tan hammered 
out an agreement with die gov- 
ernment last week to gain ma- 
jority ownership of the airline. 

“The, chairman believes this 
is the only way for PAL to 
compete with the megacarriers 
and to be able to cope with the 
demanding market,” Mr. 
Bautista said. 

With repairs and service, be 
said, the cost of the fleet re- 
newal will rise to $3 billion. 

While Mr. Bautista refused 
to say bow much Boeing and 
Airbus each would receive, 
Boeing 747-400s cost about 
$ I SO million each. 

Tbe order strengthens Air- 
bus’s backlog at the end of ayear 
in which the European consor- 
tium sold few of its A340 and 
A330 jets in competition with 
Boeing’s new 777 jetliner. The 
big loser in die order was Mc- 
Donnell Douglas Cop. 

“Every order is becoming 
very importan t ,” said Nick 
Cunningham, an analyst with 
Barclays de Zoete Wedd. 


Mr. Bautista said die pur- 
chases hinged on completion of 
^ agreement with government 
institutions that own a com- 
bined 4S percent offoe airline 
to reduce their stakes. “I don’t 
even warn to drink of this agree- 
ment not pushing through.” he 
said-- “We have already dBs- 
cussed with Airbus and Boeing 
the defivery schedule,” 

Under tfaeiownership agree- - 
meat, Mr. Tan wtaddretnam in . 
command by subscribing to a 
• proposed doubling of the air- 
line's, capital to 10 bfifioa.pesos .: 
($581 million). The government 
institutions have agreed to waive' 
their rights to the new. shares. 

Mr. Bautista said tbe capital 
increase would be used to help 
pay for die new jets. 

During a three-year owner- 
ship battle, Mr. Tan frequently 
feora with mino^^ 
holders over his plans to update: 
and qepand die fleet. 

Mr. Tan has controlled PAL 
through his 51 percent own- 
ership of PK Holdings Inc., tbe 
c o mp any that won me bidding 
for 67 percent of the formerly 
state-owned airline in 1991. 

PAL had .a loss of 1.7 biffion 
pesos in the year ended in 
March and has projected a loss 
of 1 J5 billion pesos for the cur- 
rent financial year. 

■ Dday in Partner Choice 

- Aviation Industries of Hima 
has postponed until March the 
naming of a- Western partner in 
tiie Chfoese-South Korean ven- 
ture to build a 100-seat pas- 
senger aircraft, Reuters r eport- 
edfram Beijing. 

The company had been due 
to announce its choice by the 
es&of theyear. * 


Reuters 

TAIPEI — Two years ago, law-abiding 
television viewers in Taiwan had a choice of 
three channels — state television, state tele- 
vision and state television. 

Now, some 200 private cable operators are 
bringing a visual cornucopia to Taiwan's 
homes, attracted by a populace mad about tele- 
vision and the prospect of expanding from this 
island into neighboring China’s vast market 

Foreigners are barred from owning more than 
20 percent of any local cable operator, but 
proposed legislation is expected to allow them 
into the island’s satcllite-TV market, officials 
said. 

•This is a very, very big pie,** said Ding 
Nai-chu, vice president of the private Super 
TV. “The market is huge and has a lot of 
po tential. ” 

hi surveys; more than 70 percent of Taiwan 
residents lux watching television as their fa- 
vorite pastime, and Ms. Ding said about 20 
billion new Taiwan dollars ($732.9 million) 
-was spent an television advertising last year. 

Ms. Ding’s company, set up in October, 
symbolizes a move in the television industry 
away from the fly-by-nighr operators who 
used to illegally wire homes to receive a cable 
service of pirated videos. 

Capitalized ar 775 million dollars. Super TV 
is a giant, in an infant industry and is con- 
sidering a foreign partnership as a way to 
bolster its capital further. 

“We are very ambitious.” Ms. Ding said. 
“We have invested a lot of money in equip- 
ment and personnel.” 

“But I am . q uire confident that the invest- 
ment will eventually pay off,” she added. 

Super TV plans soon to about double its 
capitalization, she said, and negotiations are 


mism 


under way with many foreign companies. She 
declined to identify any of the interested for- 
eign investors. 

“Many foreign funds see Asia’s newly 
emerging electronic tneriia as anew channel of 


Our eventual goal is to aim at the entire Chinese 
market Just close your eyes and think of how 
vast tiie mainland market is. I am very 
bullish.” 

Tbe common lan guage and heritage of Chips 
and Taiwan allow popular culture to transcend 
political differences, and Taiwan soap operas 
are among the most popular imports in China’s 
market of 1.2 bfllioa people. 

The melodramatic tale “Cousin Wan Jun,” 
which traces the love of three brothers for their 
alluring but confused cousin, is just one hit to 
have straddled the Taiwan Strait 

Although Taiwan’s television products can 
be sold on the mainland, its broadcasters are 
still barred. Political tensions will have to ease 
before Beijing opens up. analysts said. 

Betting mi long-term potential, though, sev- 
eral Taiwan conglomerates and die governing 
Nationalist Party have set up their own chan- 
nels. But for foreigners interested in Taiwan’s 
market of 4 minion cable households or in 
finding a conduit to the mainland market leg- 
islative barriers remain. 

A draft law that would allow foreign satel- 
lite broadcast companies to set up in Taiwan 
has been passed by the cabinet bat still needs 
par liamentary approval, and officials said they 
did not know when Parliament would act 
The law restricting foreigners to a 20 per- 
cent stake in local cable television operators, 
however, is not up for review. 


Taipei Bank Eases Rules on Funds 


Bloomberg Business News 

TAIPEI — The central bank announced 
steps Wednesday to liberalize Taiwan’s fi- 
nancial system. 

As of Monday, tbe bank will abolish a $3 
biffion ceiling on the total amnwnt of funds 
raised abroad that domestic companies can 
bring into the country and allow foreign stock 
investors to take money out of Taiwan without 
seeking government consent. 

The lank also said it would double, to the 
equivalent of $20 million a year, the amount of 


new Taiwan dollars that businesses can take 
out of tiie country freely. 

The liberalizations came as Taiwan's index 
of leading economic indicators fell 0.5 percent 
in November from October, the seventh de- 
cline in the past eight months, the government 
said in a preliminary report. 

Slower growth in stock prices, the money 
supply and export shipments plus a decline in 
applications for building permits in Taipei 
were the reasons, according to tbe Council for 
Economic Planning and Development. 


Debts Drive 
China Firm 
To Merger 


Reuters 

SHANGHAI — China’s top 
securities house mil merge 
with three other companies af- 
ter incurring huge debts in bond 
futures trading, traders said 
Wednesday. 

The move could herald a 
wave of similar mergers and 
acquisitions as a prolonged 
slump in China's two fledglmg 
stock markets takes its toll on 
securities houses, industry an- 
alysts said. 

Shanghai International Secu- 
rities is to be merged soon with 
Shanghai Finance Securities, 
Shanghai Pudong Develop- 
ment Securities Co. and Shang- 
hai International Trust & In- 
vestment Co., traders said. 

The resulting entity will be 
called Shanghai New Securities 
Co., they said. 

Securities authorities have 
agreed to the plan, tbe sources 
said, and a formal announce- 
ment is expected shortly. 

“This is a real hit but was to 
be expected," one trader with 
Shanghai-based Guotai Securi- 
ties said. 

Analysts said many securities 
houses had run into trouble after 

tiie S hanghai and ShmThwn 
stock markets plunged in mid- 
1994 and that mergers were be- 
ing accepted as a solution to 
some of their problems. 

Beijing has tightened control 
over new issues and listings, 
resulting in loss of business for 
many securities firms. 

The hard-currency B share 
markets in Shanghai and Shen- 
zhen have fallen to record lows 
in the past week, while domes- 
tic A shares have hovered near 
six-month lows. 

But the B share index rose 
Wednesday on bargain-hunting 
after several days losses, bro- 
kers said. It gained 1.1 percent, 
to 47.769 points. 
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Very briefly; 

• South Korea wil] allow foreign companies to list their shares in 
the form of depositary receipts on the Korean Stock Exchange 
starting in May. tiie Finance Ministry said. 

• Samsung Electronics Co. forecast sales of $27 billion for 1996, 
up 29 percent from an estimated $21 billion for 1995. 

• Tenaga Nasional Bhd. expects Kuala Lumpur to rule in the 
first quarter of 1996 on tiie power producer’s application for a rate 
increase, its chairman said. 

• Chinese work units and owners of private enterprises must report 
employees’ total monthly income to tax authorities in the new year, 
the State General Adminis tration of Taxation said. 

• ITC LtiL’s chairman, Yoge&h Devesbwar, plans a “healing” 
dialogue with the company’s British shareholder. BAT Industries 
PLC. Mr. Deveshwar was elected over BAT’s opposition. 

• Yamaha Motor Co. formed a joint venture to produce and 
market motorcycles in Thailand with Slam Yamaha Co. 

• Sharp Corp- established a fully owned subsidiary. Sharp Elec- 
tronics Malaysia, in Selangor to supply parts for production and 
repair to Sharp manufacturing bases worldwide. 

• NEC Corp. will increase production of mobile phones for 

overseas sale in the year to March 1997 at its plants in Britain, 
Mexico, Australia and China. Reiners, AFX. Bloomberg 


ENRON: Customers Wanted for African Gas Deal BREW: Tsingtao 9 s Falling Profit and Derailed Expansion Plans Leave Investors Bitter 
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bique, as it stepped bo the toes of 
South African companies to ob- 
tain the right to build the 
pipeline. 

One potential buyer. Esfcom 
Ltd., the South African electric 
utility, has said the price befog 
sought for tiie gas a too* high 
Another possible customer, 
SasolUd^ a coal-to-oil process- 
ing company, is still stinging 
Sffrom having lost its bid to bttild 
the pipeline before Enron ar- 
rived on the scene fo late 1994. 

Without sales contracts. En- 
ron will not be able to attract the 
$600 million In financing to 
build the pipeline. World Bank 
officials say. 

Enron executives say they 
have high hopes of finding a 
buyer among South Africa’s 
mining and steel co mpan i es , 
which could use tiie gas for 
mining operations. 

Joseph W. Sutton, president 
of Enron Development, a sub- 
sidiary, said the talks were still 
in a preliminary stage. 

“We are hopeful," he said. 
“Tliis is very early in foe de- 
velopment stages of tins pro- 
ject” 

The pipeline project is En- 
ron’s first foray into Africa. The 
company is the largest supplier 
of natural gas in the world with 
44,000 miles of pipelines in 
South America and the United 
Stares, and in recent years it has 


tried aggressivefy to break into 
new markets in the Third 
World 

Girif Oil Go. foscovexed the 
Pande field iq Mozambique in 
1961 while drilling an ex- 
ploratory well in Inhambane 
Pro yfoc y. Jhe field; measnres 
U i& w .15 nfops and has 
reserves of about 2 trillion cu- 
bic feet <60 billion cubic me- 
ters). The Mozambican energy 
company, EmpresaNacfonal de 
Hubocfobonetos, has exclusive 

rights to develop i*. 

Bnt 20 years of civil war in 
Mozambique hindered dcvel- 
opmertt. That changed when a 
peace treaty was signed in 1992. 
President Joaqnim A. Chissano 
ltes been seeking to increase 
exports, which total only about 
$300 million a . year. _ mostly 
shrimp and cashew nuts. Tbe 
Enron deal is one such effort. 

Although the >«»» « of the 
joist venture are confidential, 
officials witii knowledge of the 
details say Enron controls a ma- 
jority of the shares. 

After Enron pays taxes, how- 
ever, the gov ernm e nt wfll end 
up with about half the revenue 

an expected $140 million to 
$200 million a year. 

But in August, a tentative 
deal between Enron and 
Mozambique began to unravel, 
a VS. official said. American 
diplomats in Maputo fried to 
salvage it, and several U.S. sen- 
ators and W. Anthony Lake, the 
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president’s national security 
advisor, wrote to Maputo. 

Then the World Bank stepped 
in, concluding thar Mapalo was 
accepting too much risk- The 
deal was renegotiated and signed 
in November. 

But Mozambican officials 
then caused a minor political 
controversy by complaining 
about the Ufi. diplomats’ role 
in the talks. 


■ India Unsure on Deal 

The cabinet of Maharashtra 
was continuing to discuss 
whether to revive Enron’spower 
project there, tbe head of the 
state government said Wednes- 
day, according to a Bloomberg 
Business News repeat from 
Bombay. 

Chief Minister Manohar 
Joshi said a decision would be 
made by Jan. 15, the date 
lawyers are set to resume dis- 
cussions. on compensation for 
tiie project’s cancellation- En- 
ron has already agreed to new 
terms for the project 

Bal Thackeray, the leader of 
tiie Shiv Sena party that beads 
the government, earlier said the 
gove rnm ent had made a deci- 
sion. He is demanding further 
concessi o ns from foe company. 


Coatnraed from Page 9 

hit by unexpected tax increases, 
and still others Were simply 
priced badly. But the main 
problem is that it has gradually 
dawned on investors that they 
understand' little about how 
Chinese companies are tun. 
When they do get a peek inside, 
they do not like what they see. 

Tsingtao is a prime example. 
It has been making beer since 
the Germans opened the brew- 
ery in 1903, when they col- 
onized a section of tbe Shan- 
dong peninsula. As it earned a 
reputation for making the best 
beer in China. Tsfogtao gained 
a robust 70 percent of China's 
beer export market 

When tiie company an- 
nounced plans to list shares in 
Hang Kong, Tsingtao execu- 
tives boldly proclaimed plans to 
dominate China’s fragmented 
beer market, in which more 
than 800 breweries compete. 

Tbe response was over- 
whelming, and tbe initial of- 
fering was so oversubscribed 
— more than 100 times — that 
few investors could get in. 

After Tsingtao was listed at 
36 cents a share, it climbed to 
$1 .40, a towering 98 times earn- 


ings, in 1994. Anheuser-Busch 
Cos., the American beer giant, 
bought a 5 percent stake. 

But bad news began emerg- 
ing about Tsingtao in the mid- 
dle of this year. 

Profit in the first half fell 49 
percent, as prices of raw ma- 
terials surged but competition 
prevented Tsfogtao from charg- 
ing more for its beer. More trou- 
bling, analysts looking over tbe 
company's vague annual report 
discovered that Tsingtao’s 
managers had taken Dearly half 
of the $190 million from then- 
share issue and, rather than in- 
vesting it in plant expansion — 
as had been promised in a 
prospectus — lent it to other 
Chinese companies that Tsing- 
tao refuses to identify. 

With its new capital thus 
mysteriously tied up, Tsfogtao 
had to scale back expansion 
plans and halve projected 
growth in beer production, 
which is now at about 3 million 
barrels a year. Worse, it re- 
mains unclear how much of Ts- 
fogtao’s loans will be repaid: 
China’s state-owned enterpris- 
es are famous for losing money 
and remaining immune to de- 
mands for repayment 

Tsingtao executives brush 


away questions about their un- 
orthodox lending. 

“1 don't see what tbe fuss is 
about” said Qiao Qijian. a se- 
nior executive at Tsfogtao. 
“Many investors from Hong 
Kong are concerned. But when 
they come to visit they can see 
that everything is going fine.” 

Mr. Qiao said Tsingtao had 
been unable to invest its newly 
raised capital immediately be- 
cause of shifting policy in Bei- 
jing and had to delay its planning 
throughout 1994 until a meeting 
was held in February 1995. 

At that time, Beijing officials 
informed company executives 
about the need to shift China’s 
alcohol consumption away 
from the traditional favorite, 
grain alcohol, because of a 
growing shortage of grain. 

That meant beer and wine 
production was to be encour- 
aged, which sounded good for 
Tsingtao. Yet the fact that a 
leading beer company's expan- 
sion was dictated by a govern- 
ment meeting, itself most con- 
cerned with foe politics of grain 
production, was an indication of 
tbe way foe emphasis remained 
on government planning rather 
than on market demand. 

Moreover, Mr. Qiao conced- 
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ed, the financing of increased 
beer production had not even 
been discussed at the meeting. 

Some found that short-sight- 
ed. with China 's beer market 
entering an intensely compet- 
itive stage and foreign breweries 
marching into China almost dai- 
ly. Asahi and Kirin of Japan and 
Foster’s of Australia recently 
announced plans to expand, and 
Beck’s of Germany and Pabst of 
the United States are already 
making beer in China. 

[Suntory Ltd. will launch a 
joint venture In Shanghai in 
January to expand its beer busi- 
ness in China. The Asian Wall 
Street Journal reported.] 

Talks between Anheuser- 


Busch and Ismgtao about ex- 
panding the Ufi. company's 
stake to 15 percent or more 
went sour. Anheuser-Busch ex- 
ecutives have told colleagues at 
other beer companies that die 
deeper they looked into Tsing- 
tao, foe more pessimistic they 
became about foe company’s; 
ability to expand its market 
share. 

While Tsingtao is one of Chi- 
na's largest breweries and 
clearly its best-known, it has. 
just 2J2 percent of die domestic- 
market Although its 70 percent’ 
share of China’s beer exports 
sounds good, that accounts for 
just 10 percent of Tsfogtao Y 
overall sues. 
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ErtcDnoertAP 

Buddy Ryan taking field Monday, 
for his last game as Arizona coach. 

Cardinals Fire Ryan 

football The Arizona Cardinals 
coach. Buddy Ryan, whose team 
wrapped up a miserable 4-12 season 
with a 37-13 loss Monday to Dallas, 
was fired by Bill Bid will, the team's 
owner. Bidwill said he hadn't draught 
about dismissing Ryan until be 
watched the Cardmals against the Cow- 
boys. Ryan, also the general manager, 
had two years left on his contract. He 
was 12-20 in two years with Arizona 
after going 43-35- 1 in five years with 
Philadelphia. (AP) 

• The current Eagles coach, Ray 
Rhodes, was voted coach of the year in 
his first season as an NFL head coach. 
Rhodes, formerly the defensive co- 
ordinator for San Francisco, took a 
team that lost its final seven games in 
1994 and compiled a 10-6 record. 

Rhodes received 24 votes in bal- 
loting by The Associated Press to edge 
Dora Capere of Carolina and Marty 
Schottenhe inter of Kansas City, with 
21 each. (AP) 

Sports 9 Most Powerful Man 

• Rupert Murdoch, owner of the Fox 
Television Network and newspapers 
and television stations around the 
world, heads The Sporting News' list of 
die 100 most powerful people in sprats 
for the second straight year. 

“Rupert Murdoch is transforming 
the way sports are seen around the 
globe." said John Rawlings, the editor 
of The Sporting News. “In just two 
years, Murdoch has built a Fox Sports 
programming arsenal that includes the 
NFL and major league baseball, the 
NHL, boxing and die perennially 
high-ratings sport of figure skating.” 

. NBC television's president. Dick 
Ebersol, was second, with Nike’s 
chairman, Phil Knight, third. (AP) 

Orioles Trade for Wells 

BASEBALL The Baltimore Orioles 
obtained David Wells, a left-handed 
pitcher, from the Cincinnati Reds for 
two outfielders, Curtis Goodwin and 
Trovin Valdez. Wells, 32, was 16-8 
yrith Detroit and the Reds last season. 

• The Chicago Cubs signed free- 

agent third baseman Dave Magadan to 
a one-year contract Magadan, 33, hit 
3 1 3 for Houston last season. (.AP) 

No Football for Snowballs 

football The New York Giants 
said 75 season-ticket subscriptions 
will be canceled because of a snowball 
barrage during the Giants- San Diego 
game that left 15 injured and nearly 
resulted in the first forfeit in NFL 
history. Fifteen people were arrested 
and 175 were ejected. (AP) 


Basketball’s Biggest Kid Enjoys Life in a Candy Store 


> 


By William Gildea 

Washington Post Service 

O N AN unpromising bitter March 
morning in 1985, Maria Muiesan 
and her 14-year-old son, Gfce- 
orghe, boarded a transit bus in 
the rural Romanian town of Tretenii. The 
diminutive woman and her tall son — he 
was 6 feet 8 — were bound for the uni- 
versity city of Cluj, some 25 miles distant. 
She was taking her youngest of six for a 
routine dental checkup. 

“We need some X-rays,” the dentist 
said. ‘ ‘Your teeth have not grown as fast as 
the rest of you.’* When die boy walked into 
an adjoining room, a startled dental tech- 
nician looked up in amazement and could 
hardly get his questions out fast enough: 
“Whew. You are a big guy. How old are 
you? How tall are you? Do you play bas- 
ketball?” 

The man was shocked dial Gheorghe 
was only 14. No, he had never played 
basketball. Only soccer. * ‘I have very close 
friends. They teach basketball. They have a 
team, "the man cold Gheorghe. “I will call 
them.” He called, and took Gheorghe to 
meet them. “Maybe I won’t like this,” 
Gheorghe told the coaches. But they per- 
suaded him — and he stayed. 

“I move to Cluj,” be recalled recendy, 
in his improving English. It took the coach- 
es a month, but they found him a pair of 
basketball shoes large enough. “They help 
me a lot They put me in school They give 
me a place to live. They give me rood. 
Every day, 7 to 8:30 P.M., I practice. I say, 
•O.K. O.K, I like. I tike.’ ” 

Muiesan kept growing, and his game 
kept improving, especially his shooting 
and passing. Eventually be moved from his 
high school and club teams to the Cluj 
University club team, then roPau Orthez of 
the French league. In June 1993, die Wash- 
ington Bullets selected him in the second 
round of the National Basketball Asso- 
ciation draft, die 30th pick overall. Muie- 
san wasn't remotely a conventional draft 
choice. Almost immediately, he underwent 
surgery in France for an overactive pi- 
tuitary gland, which accounted for his 
height — 7 feet 7 (23 meters). That’s taller 
than anyone who has ever played in the 
NBA. 

A benign tumor on his pituitary gland 
had grown so large that it intruded on his 
optic nerve and imperiled his sight; the 
surgery eliminated most of the tumor. He 
then was put on daily injections, which he 
still takes. The Bullets expected him to stay 
in France, enjoy perhaps the pleasures of 
Provence as he recovered, touch up his 
game for one more season in the French 
league. But Gheorghe, who does most 
dungs at a leisurely pace, surprised them. 
He promptly landed in America and de- 
clared himself ready to play. That, the 
Bullets have learned, is how it is sometimes 
with Gheorghe. Ask for the salt, he passes 
the pepper. 

The Bullets didn't expect him to im- 
prove from raw project to potential stand- 
out in fewer than 216 seasons. He surprised 
them again, becoming at age 24 one of the 
most accurate field-goal shooters in the 
league. He collected 18 points and 17 re- 
bounds in Portland during the team's just- 
concluded West Coast trip. 

When Muresan first arrived he faced one 
daunting problem after another. The death 
of his mother. A bout with chicken pox. 
Passing his driver’s test while barely able 
to read English; then losing his way on the 
roads. 

“At first I say I cannot drive in the 
United States — everything is too big,” he 
said. “There are so many streets, so many 
bridges. I can’t remember. Now I know the 
route." 

“He was in total darkness for so many 
months,” said Sandra Calinescu, a friend 
who also was bom in Romania. “But he’s 
much more at ease now. Lili copes with 
reality here very well. She’s really a big 
support for ‘Gbita.’ ” 

That’s Gheorghe’s nickname, pro- 
nounced “GEET-za.” Lili is the former 


Lijiana Lazar, a Romanian 
whom Gheorghe met in Guj 
and married at the courthouse in 
Arlington, Virginia. 

One recent afternoon. Gfae- 
orghe hurried home to Liliana 
after a Bullets practice. He had 
on his usual garb: a Redskins 
leather jacket and gray sweat 
pants. He drove a creamy Cadil- 
lac sedan — his wife's car; his is 
a Chevy Blazer. His knees jut so 
high they almost cradle the 
Steering wheel. 

Gheorghe needs headroom as 
well as legroom: he's a well- 
proportioned 310 pounds (140 
kilograms), and there's great 
distance from his waist to the 
top of his crewcuL 

The previous day be had 
shaved off a scraggly growth of 
beard because he said, rubbing 
his smooth chin, flashing a 
smile, “I want to look 
young.” 

Hi s teammate Calbert 
Cheaney found that Muresan’s 
freshly shaven look accentuated 
Gheorghe ’s nose and kept 
laughing and trying to leap up 
and grab it during a lull in prac- 
tice. Likewise laughing, Ghe- 
orghe swaned Cheaney’s hand 
away like an opponent’s shot 
“Everybody loves Gheorghe,” 
said another teammate. Jim 
McUvaine. “The world is one 
big candy store and Gheorghe is 
the biggest kid.” 

Liliana, who is 6-1. greeted 
him in a hi gb-ce dinged hall- 
way. Their living room is as yet 
unfrtmished, totally empty ex- 
cept for one picture hung on a 
wall-the couple on their wed- 
ding day, Dec. 28, 1993. They 
spend much Of their time in a 
large family room, with large 
leather chairs, large sofa, large 
TV.. 

Gheorghe opened a high 
kitchen cupboard that most peo- 
ple would have to stand on tip- 
toe or a chair to reach. Ghe- 
orghe, who can change most 
ceiling light bulbs at eye level, 
simply reached straight into the 
cupboard and pulled out a glass. 

Then he sat down to eat some 
chicken. As he ate, he talked 
about bow far basketball had 
taken him from his northern Ro- 
manian homeland of Transyl- 
vania. 

“Sometimes I miss my 
Tretenii.” he said wistfully, 
holding a chicken leg in his im- 
mense hand. “Some mornings I 
wake up, I remember some- Gheorg 
thing. Going to school. I re- reboun 
member the kids. Sometimes 
soccer. Every day I think of something 
different I play teacher. I look for truck 
drivers. I want to be a truck driver.” 

life was a struggle in rural Romania. 



There's an unwritten : rate 
among some BuUcts: Oant . 
dinner check with Ghc- 

^^The guy can eat,” Gfayta •; 
said. “If tie’s really hungry he t , 
might have two entrees. And the 
waiter might 

we’re expecting rf we re just 
two people eating at the ^ 
table. 

Flaying against Muresan can 

be an ordeal During a .... 
against the Cleveland Cava- 
tiers, Muresan (who wears 
num ber 77 because he s 7 feet . 

7) and John Amaectu pounded * 
on one another repeatedly to 
gain position. At 6-10, Amaechi ; 
looked short next to Muresan. ■ . 
After the game, he also looked 

“If you don’t hit him, he’ll . 

post up so low to the basket it’ll 
be a joke,” Amaechi said. “He - 
can do some damage down low t 
with bis accuracy. If you don’t 
bit this guy, it’s all over. Luck- ' 
fly, I have 270 pounds on my 
side.” 

The Bullets coach, Jim Ly- * 
nam, Yiftri bis doubts about 
Muresan when he was a rookie < . 

andLynam was still in Fhiladel- \ 
pfaia as general manager of the .• 
76ers. But Gheorghe has sur- * 
'prised the Bullets’ coach the : 
past two seasons. ' Lynam w 
praised Muresan’s improved K ) 
«*OTnjna, lateral movement and 
ability to get up and down the 
court. Slow as be looks, Mure- 
san is faster than he used to be. 

Lynam credits -the Bullets 
strength and conditioning : “ 
coach,' Dennis Householder, 
who in tnm praised Gbeorghe’s 
willingness to work. .■ 

lb scoring and rebounding, 
Ghera^gbe is putting op numbers £ . 
the way he did in the French ~ 
league. Will Gheorghe ever ^ 


Gheorghe Muresan, the Washington Bullets'* 7-fbot-7-incb Romanian center, grabbing a 
rebound and keeping the ball away from Bo Outlaw, the Clippers' center, who is just 6 feet 8. 

meriting Romanian people — they are Latin peo- things in Paris be hadn’t seen were the big pleased i 
or truck pie,” he said. “I feel very, very good in beds. He wanted to stop and see the beds in sess his a 


France.” 

Pierre Seiliani, the president of the Ptiu 


the stores.” 

The Portland Trail Blazers was die NBA 


“No. said Lynam. “AL : 
though he’s no 7-footer. He’s a -• 

So what does Big Gheorghe 
ha ve to do to be a finished prodr 
net? ’ 

“Stophisfouls that are care- 
less,” Lynam said.' ‘He misses ■ 
a rebound, then he reaches back 
and tries to strip (the ball from 
the opponent). The other tiring . . . , 
is more mentaL Barkley. Dr. J: • . 
They' all have their way of get- 
ting themselves ready to play, to - 
do it again. To do it again!” ' 

Lynam repeated, louder. He 
bbing a wants Gheorghe fired' up for 
6 feet 8. every game. . - . 

Gheorghe looked alternately v ' 
pleased and concerned when asked to asd-L 
sess his ability, as he finished his chicken^* 
He looked happy because he loves to shoot 
and score; it's defense he must wade an. * ‘I 


Gheorghe 's father. Ispas, worked in a fac- team, decided to sign Gheorghe to a pro 


lory that produced wiring for electricity. 
The Muresans’s stucco bouse had no elec- 
tricity, but it did have four bedrooms and 
Gheorghe was able to move from the small- 
est room to a larger one after an older 
brother had moved oul Gheorghe did not 
tike school. 

His fender remembrances are of his 
years in Guj. He is Guj's boy. renowned 


contract after Pan and Guj had played. 
“The president" — as Gheorghe calls 
Seillant — "say. ‘We do everything we 
can to have him.’ We still are very good 
friends. The president is coming in Febru- 
ary. for a long weekend, io see me.” 

Two agents for ProServ, Kenny Grant 
and Bill Sweek, pursued Muresan. “I saw 
him on French TV and I couldn't believe it 


team most interested in him and bad him play real hard defense.” he stressed. “Ido 
flown in from Europe for tests. The Orica- not like other team in my basket Sometime 


go Bulls also were interested. 

“1 never heard from the Bullets until the 
morning of the draft,” Sweek said. 


I do stupid fouL” 

■ But his salary reflects bis 
He received $150,000 his 


season. 


John Nash, the Bullets' general manager but now he's in the second year of a four- 
called. He bad seen a tape of Muresan. He year, $5.4 mfltian contracL Except foroo- 
had seen photos of Muresan in such Eu- casionsl sprees on clothing, he's very care- 
ropean publications as “Gigantes del Bas- lul with Ins money. 

l-tf" M/I “M/.« D.M/m" __ rv.. J... 1 *7 


for leading Romania in the 1991 Junior — he was huge.” said Sweek. “And the 


World Championships and playing for the 
national team in 1992, when he scored 42 
points in a victory over Sweden. “I feel 
very, very good in Guj,” he said. 

Where in the world would he like to 
live? 

His face parted in a wide smile. "Monte 
Carlo,” he said, eyebrows raised. 


ket” and “Maxi Basket” — incl 
eye-catching picture of Gheorghe 


One day he visited the National Zoo. 
“The moment Ghita showed up the bear 


other thing I couldn't believe, he had this next to a life-size cutout of Michael Jordan, retreated into his hole,” said Calinesc u. 


velvet touch. I just thoughl if people could 
get beyond the way he looks, he had a 
chance. 

‘ ‘The key was a Romanian player on the 
P&u team who translated, Mihai Pulbere. 
We didn’t know Gheorghe and Gheorghe 
trusted Mihai. He was Gheorghe 's con- 


totally overshadowing Jordan. 


We tried it a few rimes. Every time Ghita 


‘My immediate reaction was, ‘Who is showed up, die bear retreated.” 


He had no trouble adjusting to life in fidant. his adviser. In France, Gheorghe 


France, beginning in the summer of 1992. 
‘’The French people are very close to the 


this?* ’ Nash said. After the Bullets drafted Gheorghe shoots pool in his basement 
him. Gheorghe peered into rira TV cameras and reads Romanian novels, especially de- 
and said in English the words Swede had tective stories. 

taught him: “I love this game.” . “I like to stay home with Liliana,’’ he 

The Bullets brought Gheorghe along . said. . 
slowly, firing him a seal on their bench. She is happy in America. ‘ ‘People smite 

" *" L * — 1/ifVt inK'rTTTHw fnr ill fim* ** dw T 1 ri 


averaged 18.7 points, 103 rebounds, 2.8 and providing him with an interpreter for afl the time,” die said. “So I tike this. 


blocks. I drove him around Paris and the two years, Greg Ghyka. 


“It is OJK. for now,” Gheorghe said. 


CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 Kickapoos. e.g. 
• “Tuna-Rshirtg- 
pairtier 

10 Stent one 
14 Emulated the 
Blob 


is Dash 
17 Like 

weli-behaved 

clerics? 

20 Singular 

21 Mirror backing 



22 It can bnnga 
tear to your eye 

2a The Great 
Commoner 
24 Spewing on TV 

23 Like 

mosquitoes at a 
camp? 
32Pem0d 
ingredient 
S3 Hoops ter 
Archibald 
34 -Who. 

Horatius?" 

3s Baker or Battle. 

e.g. 

38 Producers of 
bangs? 

3s Swindle, 
sl&ngity 

28 Put away the 
disbas 

40 Exec's dispatch 

«i Pickle 
4a Lke us-dyed 
dothes? 

48 Hem 

47 Fritzi. to Nancy 

48 Sally 
SlMercyhurst 

College site 
32 Indian 
sovereignty 
55 Like Cinderella 
before the 
Prince’ 

38 Blue dye 
38 Kina of 
thermometer 
co Tick at 
imperative 
M20's 

heavyweight 
Tunney 
ez Street band 
62 Goes me 
distance 


1 Past food option 

2 Crucifix 

3 Shirt label 

4 High-nser. e.g. 

5 High-rise, e.g. 


8 Danny of Taxi" 
7 Okt actor Walter 

b Cruces 

• Mass sections 

10 Deserved 
praise 

11 O'Grady of 
■EigWIs 
Enough- 

12 Ham bits 
12 Screen 

is Reply to the 
UtdeRedHen 
is Seine feeder 

23 City on the 

Amo 

24 Pro-1917 ruler 

2a One of Polly 
Adler's ilk 
28 Gram my- 
wrlnm’ng Baker 

tt Hepaiotograt's 

specialty 
2* Washington’s 

Station 

2» Horse play? 
»-M*A*S*H - 
extra 

31 Rake parts 
s*Spincse 
mammal 

37 Feminine friend 
3* Junk 
4Q Ambulance 
driver 

4i Dakar’s land 

43 Pot 

44 Giving a dam 

45 Trash 

4a Decorative 
drapery 
4f Caen's river 
» Harness part 
51 Garden spot 

82 horn 

fshofar) 

53 Keep 

(persevere) 

54 Jacuzzi set 

58 60's singer Little 

27 Vitamin bone 
abbr. 



Richardson Attacks and Puts England on Defensive 


England limped to 40 for rate Michael Atherton and Jason 
wicket in reply to South Africa's Galtian survived to the close de- 
428 all out on the second day of spite seven overs of dangerous 
the fourth test in Port Elizabeth, spin bowling from Paul Adams, 
South Africa. an 18-year-old making his de- 

The paceman Shaun Pollock buL 
made an early breakthrough Richardson earlier scored an 
when Alec Stewart wafted lame- aggressive 84 after South Africa 


fund the stumps. However, catches to allow South Africa to 
Michael Atherton and Jasoa build up a large total. 


Galhan survived to the close de- «In Melbourne, meanwhile, 
spite seven overs of dangerous Australia extended its over- 
spin bowling from Paul Adams, nigfat 234 for three to 500 for six 
an 1 8-year-old making his de- declared — Steve Waugh hitting 


The paceman Shaun Pollock buL - an unbeaten 131 — andSriLan- 

made an early breakthrough Richardson earlier scored an ka was 29 for oneat the close, 
when Alec Stewart wafted lame- aggressive 84 after South Africa Sri Lanka’s off-spinner, Mur- 

iyai his second ball to give Dave resumed in the morning on 230 tiahMuraiitharazz. who had been 
Richardson a simple catch be- for four. England dropped five no-balled seven times for throw- 
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INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFIED 


(Continued From Page 7) 


ing the ball on Tuesday by the ‘ 
Australian umpire Darren Hair 
bowled 20 overs on the second - 
day with on r being no batten - ’ 
Muralithaxan bowled only from ■ 
the end where Steve Dunne, of. - .’ 
New Zealand, was u mpi ri n g. 

Hair looked on silently from 

X are leg, the position fipijE. 

ch an umpire usually calls a 
bowler for throwing. 
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Solution to Puzzle of Dec. 27 


smaan neoa [333a 
□□E3QB Qana atnaa 
omnsD snaanairan 
Qoaanci aaQaasa 
osci Hnaaaaa 
□BHaaaB aaaaaaa 
aanona taaa 
naQsnsaHaaaaaaa 
Euan nonna 
soQsaaa aaaaacaa 
Qaasaan □□□ 
□BSQHaa anaaaa 
□SBSHaaaQ atjaaa 
aatio aaaaa 
□ado EiBaa Qaana 


To our readers in Budapest 

Hand delivery of the IHT is now available on 
the day of publication. Call today at 
161 - 3068 . 
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TheAstodaud Press 

Home losses to fee Ottawa Seoatom^ 
fee worn team in fee National Hockey 
for four years iimnirig — toe" 

Red Wings to lengfey successful streaks at 
home and shares of the league's pointe ' 
lean. * . • 

Delroil* 8 coMh, Scotty Bowman, tiedfea * 
nhl recom for most games coached as ins - 

NHIKOBBOUP 

Red Wings overcame an early m 
deficit Tuesday night to win. fear l 
g^tgame at Joe Louis Arena, 3-%_ 

In New York, fee Range 
home unbeaten streak to 17 as two* 
by Pat Verbeek and Marie Messier 
York to a 6-4 victory over fee Sent rf rwfe * ^ 

Both teams* last loss at borne, ia ' 
against Ottawa, which fell to 7-26-| v 
season. Each has 52 points, tied wife 
da for the league lead. ^ 

After Bowman’s 1 ,606th gami». as an NfcL 
coach, tying trim wife A1 Arbour atop fee 
career list for games -coached, he seemed, 
unimpressed wife his own accoarphshm^L - 
It s just another game,” he said after 
Dino CiccareUi’s goal wife 7:12 remaining 
provided the winning margin 

Rangmn 8, Swiator* 4 New York im- 
proved to 14-0-3 in its last 17 games at 
Madison Square Garden since losing to 
Ottawa on Oct. 22. 

The home unbeaten streak is the longest 
current streak in fee NHL and the fiffe- 
Irftigest in franchise history. The team 
record is 24, set in 1971-72. 

“It was like a case of David and Goliafe/’ ' 
the Senators’ coach, Dave Allison, said. 

Rangers goals try Sergei Nemchinov and 
Messier in fee thud period put fee game 
: Pitlick tied it at 4-4 four 



3)5 Bulls Lose in Cleveland, 
To End December Streak 


NMi KWllir AiMcuird TVrut 

’s Brendan Witt, left, taking the brunt of a collision with Montreal’s Patrice Brisbois. The Capitals won, 4-0. 


away after Lance 

minutes into fee third 

Pnguina 8, Sihwal 


Lcmieqs and teomir Jagr remained tied 
for fee league’s goal-scoring lead as each 
scared InS 30tfa and* fee Pen gu ins tnnk a 6- 
1 lead into fee fend period. 

gah^ground on Leameux in fee 
scoimg race by adding three assists to 
Lemieax’s one; and h&72 points trail only 
Leraieux’s 78. 

Jr tetanqeraJ, Brain* 3 Boston’s rally from 
ataree-goal deficit in the third period was 
capped when the Bunns defenseman Ray 
Bourque picked off an errant clearing pass 


and scored wife 3:40 remaining in reg- 
ulation at New York. 

. Capitals 4, Cana dia n a O Jim Carey 
sfepped 20 shots for his sixth career 
shutout, and host Washington broke the 
game (men with three goals in a 2:21 span 
of fee third period. 

Btacfchaarks s, stare a Dallas remained 
winless against Central Division teams this 
season after Murrey Craven deflected Eric 
Daze’s long shot past Darcy Wakaluk to 
break a tie wife 3:59 to play at Chicago. 


Flames 4, Canucks 2 Calgary’s defense- 
man Jamie Huscroft, who entered fee sea- 
son wife two goals in 135 NHL games, 
bounced in a shot from the point at 1 3: 14 of 
fee third period to break a 2-2 tie in Van- 
couver. It was his second of the season. 

Avalanche 5, Sharks 1 Colorado, leading 
fee Pacific Division by 1 3 points, took a 2- 
0 lead just 1:39 into the game at San Jose. 

Alexei Gusarov scored on aslap shot from 
near center ice after 31 seconds. Just I .-08 
later, Scott Young screed to make it 2-0. 


The Associated Press 

After a month, fee Chicago Bulls finally 
lost their third game of the season. 

The Indiana Pacers’ 103-97 victory at 
home Tuesday night was the Bulls first loss 
since Nov. 26 at Seattle. The teams meet 
again Friday night at the United Center, 
where Chicago is undefeated this season. 

“We can start another (winning streak). 
We've got a couple of day s to practice and 
get back on track for Friday,” said Michael 
Jordan, who marched his scoring average 

NBA ROUNDUP 

of 30 points but missed 17 of 28 shots. 

Indiana opened a 21-point lead after one 
quarter and a 24-point lead in the second 
period, then held off Chicago’s comeback 
m fee fourth- 

“This was the best first half we ever had. 
This was a very big win for us,” said Rik 
Snails, who led fee Pacers wife 26 points. 
The loss left Chicago cote victory short of 
matching fee longest winning streak — 14 
— in franchise history and prevented it from 
going undefeated in a calendar month for the 
first time. Still, fee Bulls’ 23-3 record leaves 
them on pace for a record of 75-9 or 74-10. 
Either would be the best in National Bas- 
ketball Association history. 

Kings iis. Spurs 98 In Sacramento, fee 
second-longest winning streak in the 
league also came to an end. Walt Williams 
screed 20 of his 25 points in the second 
half, helping Sacramento snap San An- 
tonio’s six-game winning streak. Mitch 
Richmond led all scorers with 31 points. 

Williams, wearing a mask after missing 
fee previous three games wife a broken 
nose, connected on a three-pointer early in 
fee third period to put fee Kings ahead 58- 
54 and stayed hot after that 

Nuggets 114, Hamricks 102 In Denver, 
fee Nuggets extended Dallas’ losing streak 
to six games as Dale ElHs scored a season- 
high 30 points. 

“When I hit the first one, I knew I was in 
for a good night. I wanted to take every shot 


that was available to me. I put up some thaf 
even I was surprised went in. Once you get 
in a groove, it's hard to miss,” Ellis said; 

Jaxz 114, Trail Blazer* 104 In Salt I -air* 
City, Utah, the Jazz also extended Port- 
land’s losing screak to six games, fee Blaz- 
ers' longest skid in six years. 

The Blazers used single coverage on Karl 
Malone. He responded wife 47 points, eight 
rebounds, five assists and three steals. 

“1 was surprised not to see more double- 
teams,” said Malone. “They felt they 
could play me one-on-one, which was a 
great challenge.” 

Rockets 100 , OrizzliosiM In Houston, the 
defending champions had a hard time shaV- 
ing free of fee worst team in fee league. 

“We were close,” said Eric Murdock, 
who led the Grizzlies with 16 points. “We 
tried to bang tough with the world cham- 
pions. We want to hang in there each night, 
and anything can happen. That’s our goal, 
to hang arouDd until the fourth quarter.” 

Hoot 98, Hots 93 In Miami, Pat Riley's 
team avoided falling to .500 for the first 
time this season by w innin g for only the 
second victory in nine games — both 
against New Jersey. 

Lakers 102 , Cottles 91 Eddie JoneS 
scored six ofhis 19 points in a game-ending 
13-6 run that secured the victory for Los 
Angeles over visiting Boston. 

Pistons 1 0O, Warriors 90 In Auburn Hills, 
Michigan, Otis Thorpe had 26 points and 1 1 
rebounds to lead Detroit to its fourth victory 
in five games. Joe Smith, a Golden State 
rookie, left the game wife 3:58 left in fee 
third quarter after losing his balance on a 
rebound and landing hard on his right hip. 

Hawks 94, C&ppers 88 In Atlanta, Steve 
Smith scored 22 points, Mookie Blaylock 
had 13 points, eight assists and four steals 
and Ken Norman added 20 points for fee 
Hawks. 

Raptors 93, Bucks 87 In Hamilton, On- 
tario, the Toronto rookie Damon Stou- 
damire had 21 points and 11 assists.The 
game, played at Copps Coliseum, drew a 
sellout crowd of 17.242. 
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Scoreboard 


BASKETBALL 


NBA STANMN09 


rnhksTM^ - 

D«tw*' v 


35 22 ZT 22—106 
GLSj^UiwriingS9Ml46Mufl1n 5433413.0: 

Thorp# 7-16 12-13 2 ft Rooafon 7-16 34 2a 
SMo 56 (Softs* 10, 

DPnlt 43 (Thorpe in. Assfcts-GoWen State 

vshil 

, rj VWa*a7-a2 7-w » rmmwkj io- 17 7-7 si. 
13L Habeas*— San Antonio so (Rofaknari 14), 
VSDdnmrfito 62 (SaBh 13). Astbfe— Son 
. Antaobll (RnMiwnry Johnson 5), Sacramento 

' 27 caney7X 


HOCKEY 



25 23 21 23— 91 
31 24 30 27-102 
fcHodfc W9 55 23? Fan 6-16 33 15. 1_A_- 
Cotxrias 6-15 5-6 17) Jana 9-15 1-2 19. 
ftrisustfi— Boston 54 (Rnfla U), La Angela 
54 CDivac Ti). Antals— Boston 27 (Bans 71, 
La Angela 22 (Mm EM 9). 

3— Aatotfg 19 31 22 26- 90 

Sncniate 24 29 30 32-115 

5A--EUIott7-17542£ Robinson 9-17 7-10 25. S: 


HHLSundinm 


(Mutariba TO. A»ri i 1^T^;igr aq»iTO 

OUMT37 (AbrtoHbM ^.^JSSSS 

TO 22 25 33— 97 

9**™*™**:*™}* ■ ™wt n««ra»»iQN 

S* TO46 44 Z8-4M a pmstMagti 22 9 3 47 


xiuunicoiviauM 
• L T Pto 
25 a 
23 M) 

2110 
1615 
1415 
1417 
0 21 


GF GA 
52 125 01 
52 130 107 
47 131 90 
35 94 09 
34 103 119 
32 80 88 
22 97* 134 


Brin— 6i CMc6gn40 

46 

toeftstaSOUadononS. 

t7” » » t 

24 ■ M 20 32— TOO 
V. Miatadi ’Fwmwsaltt 7r7 M H.H9 
QkBwno 7-14 47 1ft Ste Sf 6-8 36. 
Rri a—ri ~ Vtmgin jsr' 49 ''.tBeriri . "TO 
Houston 41 (OteiBwon V. A » il «W. Ww i nwwr 
IjS JBft ri to O eift Tkw ri w»fek»nr«K 


IB 15 2 
1616 3 
1414 5 
11 18 5 
726 1 


166 104 
38 105 107 
35 106 111 
33 119 123 
27 85 107 
15 83 137 


10 2C 27-07 

21 w is— a 

V- Robinson 7-17.64 2L- Baker 11-21 0422. T: 
Anderson 6-17 1-1 19: Stanton** 6-U 74 21, 
Kobo— do Mbwutee 61 (RafafeBon T2L 
Toronto 43 (Phcfawy 9L Aafat i - MB aw rise 
21 (Movbenv6L Toronto 26 (StoutoatM ID. 


V W, 24^20-104 P*bbb 
2ft !tt Mr 23— 114 . SLioub 


P:CRoblnson7-17B-M>2fi^WcI<lana8-14 W5 , 

27. U: Malone 21-31 54 4» Jtomaori 6=137-7 
I9. m be a e 0e- P e rtk «) d 43(Dudwy9)rUteii39 
(XritoS).Asristo^PorllaiM]24{SMcftland1iar t 
Utoh 25 (Stockton, Horoaoek 7). 


CBfTfMLDNWON - 

W1.TH* 
25 7 2 
1811 6 
16 12 0 
• 1516 5 
1517 3 
1015 7 


GF 
52 133 
42 116 
40 118 
35 93 
33 123 
27 88 


Colorado 

La Angela 


2111 5 
13 14 I 


47 154 
34 112 


GA 

72 

99 

107 

97 

130 

105 

107 

113 


Vancouver 1214 9 33 122 124 

Anaheim 1321 3 29 111 125 

Edmonton 11 19 6 28 95 141 

Calgary 9 20 7 25 97 130 

San Joe 8 24 4 20 108 164 

lOUUFfimiB 
Buffalo 1 * 3-3 

Pittsburgh 4 2 9-6 

Fftst Period: P-Nedved 13 tlagr, Zubov). 2,8- 
Plante 8 [BanMgb Bomatay). X P- Roche 2 
CSmaOnaU-4, P-Jogr 30 (Lemleux, SmoOnsU} 
(pp).5v P-PniKtell (Jap, Zubov) (pp). Second 
Parte* P-Unhmnc 30 (Franck Zubov). 7, P- 
Jasepb 4 (Fronds. Jagi). TbM Period; B- 
Bamaby 5 (Buntdge Ariey). 9, B-Jaduon 4 
(HoUnger.Roy). Shots n goat B- 6-15-14—35. 
P- 16-17-8—41. Geafles: B-Birarv SMeftfs. P- 
Wregget 

Bestae 0 0 3 0-3 

M. Y. uneriere 1 HH 

First Parted: New Ybik, Berhazi 7 (Anderaoa 

' SdmeWer). Z New Ymfc FWley Second 
Pertoft New York, Groan TO Third Parted: B- 
C»rtcow5*J3 (Oates. Me EoCbem). 5, B- Stevens 
9 (Zomba D Sweeney), 6, B-flaurque TO 
Overtone— None. Shots ao goat B- 6-W1- 
2—28- New York 13-5-7-6-31. GaaSes: B- 
BBRngtan. New York, SoderStrom. 

Montreal 0 B 0-0 

Washington 0 13-4 

Hist P e t te d None Secend Period: W-Bondra 
18 (Gonchart. TMrd Petted: W-Juneau 5 
(Konawoldwk Janes) (pp). X W-Bondra 19 
(Gonchar) (pp). A, W> KanawcMuk 12 
(Gonchar, PIvanka). Shots on gsah M- 6-7- 
7—20. W- 11-13-17—41. Gariks; M-ThftauB. 

W-Carey. 

St laris 2 0 0—2 

Detoril 0 2 1-3 

Hnt Petted: SJ_-Corson 11 (Vopat, Modnnis). 
2, SJ_-Hufl 22 (Madnnls) (sW. Second Period: 
D-Udshom 0 (Coffey, Ytonnon) (pp). 4. D- 
Lmtonov 9 (CkmtelB. Coffey) (pp>- Third 
Pwte* D-OanreU 7 (Bray, Yrirman). Shots 
ongeofcS.L-B-66— 20. D- 3-1 6-9—28. O eaB cs: 
S.L-Fohr. D-Osgood. 

Ottawa 1 2 7—4 

N. Y. Rangers 2 2 2-6 

Fhst Parted: O-Stariur 7 fc 1 New York, Master 
23 (Leridd (pp). ft Now York, Vtoteek 23 


(Graves, Driver) (pp). Second Petted: O- 
Alftedsson 11 (H1L Huffman)- ft New York, 
verbeek 24 (Laetdv Graves) (pp). ft New York, 
Kovalev 9 (Leetch). 7, 0-Qufan 6 (Alfredsson, 
Cunrwyvnrth) (pp). TUrd Petted: O-PWick 1 
(Cuniwywnrtn}- 9, New York, Netndilnov 7 
(Langdon, Beukaboom). ia New York, Messier 
24 (Verbeek) (on). Shots on geri o- 17-16- 
3—36- New York 13-19-13-45. Gaafies O- 
Beaupro. New York, Richter. 

Mias 0 3 0-3 

Cblragn 0 2 3-5 

Fbst Pedod— None. Secend Petted ; D- Ada ms 
13 (Fadyto Gognet). 2, D-Huard l tCtwrio. 
Modano)- ft C-Roenick 17 (Chrilas, Amante). ft 
C-Daze 16 (Craven, Smith), ft D-GBctirist 7 
(D.Hotcher)- TUrd Period: C-Amonte 8 (Pouftu 
Sirter). 7, C -Craven 8 (Daze. Probed), ft C- 
Roenick 1ft (enj. Shots oa goal: D- 10-11- 
16—37. C- 1 0-16B-32. GaaGes: D-WaknluL C- 
HadntL 

Colorado • — ■ 2 12-5 

SanJose 0 0 1—1 

First Period: Cokrrada, Gusarov ft 31. ft 
Cotorodoi Young 10 (SoJJc Lefebvre). Second 
Period: Cokvwto, Kamensky 17 (Murray, 
Corbel). Third Period: Cotorado, Kamensky 18 
(Young), ft Cotoredft Corbet 2 (Keane. 
Qzribuh). ft SJ.-MiBer 12 (Wtdtney. Rathfe) 
(pp). Shots on gori: Colorado 13-10-7-30. SJ.- 
6-11-12-29. Goafies: Colorado, Roy. SJ.- 
Tenert. 

Crigary 10 2-4 

VUwouwr 1 • 1 — 2 

First Period: V-Geflnos 14 (Aucrin) -A7. Z C-> 
Stem B (CMassoa 5uBvan). Soared 
Period— Mane. Third Period: C-MBen 4 
(Patricto Ybwneyl.ft V-RoMn 3 (UndOfO.ft C- 
Huscraff 2 (Simmon}, ft C-Fleury 13 (Yawney) 
(e«0. Shots oa goafc C- 10-11-9—30. V- 6-2- 
16—24. GeaBes C-KJdd. V-McLeon. 


nwum rer uMU umibi 

Bioctorwnft Manchester Qty 0 
iTMWNk Newcastle 45 points, Moncn- 
ester Unfled 3& Totten r»m 3ft Uverpool 34, 
Atsenri 34 Middlesbrough 3ft Asian VBa 32, 


Nottingham Forest 31, Lneds 2ft Biockfaura 2& 
ChelsM 2ft Evertan 2ft west Ham 21 Shofflekl 
Wednesday 2ft Southampton 1 9. Wimbledon 1 ft 
Queens Park Rangers 1ft Manchester CUylft 
Coventry 1ft Britan 10. 


CRICKET 


ncoNDim 

AUSTRALIA VS. SRI LANKA, 2P PAY 
WEDNESDAY. IN MELBOURNE 

Australia isMminBs: 500-6 dec 

paanxHTSR 

SOUTH AFRICA VS. ENOLAND. ID DAV 
WEDNESDAY, M PORT ELtZABETH 
South Africa 1st Irmtogs: 420 (ail Out] 


TRANSITIONS 


• • bJkMGAU 

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 

ARizoriA— Named Rad Allen m mar-league 
coach and Bob Crawford media tekrflans man- 
ager.Agmed to terms with Jose de Cannon Ortiz, 
arXhen Betvard Martinet and ArtaUdes 
Reynasa 2d basemen; Jose Lopez, 3d base- 
man; Gregort Vriera, Rafael Moscat and Juan 
Bautista, shortstops Andres Nunez, Jhensy 
SandovalJuandeJSVbrgasaMlAniorioGuz- 
man, oameWers Edlckson Ortiz Them, Miguel 
Frias Rodriguez, Vladimir Pnedes. Francisco 
Jiminez. Edwin Trfnktad, Miguel Aquino, Carlas 
Pen Mena Jose Lris Vridez and Roberto 
Manzueta pitchers. 

AUETOCAM LEAGUE 

BOSTOP*— Signed Chuck Ricci pfldier. to nU- 
narteagre contract. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Chicago— A^ eed to terns with Dove Ma- 
gadan, 3d basemm, on 1 -yew contract. 

Cincinnati— T raded David Writs, pitcher, to 
Baltimore Orioles tor Culk Goodwin and Travtn 
Valdez, outfielders. 

co umado— A greed to terms with Armando 
Reynasa pitcher. 


Vancouver — Activated Keraty Gotttson. for- 
ward, and Greg Anthony, guard, off the injured 
BsL 


national basketball association 
Denver— Signed Reggie Slater, torwonl. 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
ARIZONA— Hred Buddy Ryan, coach. 

POCKET 

NATIONAL HOCXEr LEAGUE 
anahejm— Reassigned Byron Penstock, 
goattender. from Balfimoift AHL to Raleigh, 
ECHL Recoded John LBey, right Whig, from 
Los Angeles, IHL 

Buffalo— Rearied Martin Btran, goal- 
lender, from Beaupart, QMJHL. 

Chicago— Sent Mflre Prokopec, winger, to In- 
diana poSs, IHL Reassigned Andy Modidyire, 
forward, tram Indtonapcfls to Criumbus, 
ECHL 

Colorado— Assigned London Wilson right 
wing, to Cornwall. AHL Readied Aaron Miller, 
defenseman, from CottmaD. 

DALLAS-^Pift'Cndg tikhvig, defansnxav on 
the hi(ured Bst. Recalled Pot MacLeod, defense- 
maiv ham AlUchtgan, IHL 
eomonton— Recalled Fred Bramwalta goal- 
lender. and Dean McAmmond, left wing from 
Cape Breton, AHL Assigned Demis Bonvte, 
right wtng, and Joaflubi Gage, goaflender, la 
Cape Breton. 

Hartford— Loaned Marek Maffic, detense- 
morv to Springfiekt AHL 
LM ANGELES— RecoBed Gary Slroehuk, cen- 
ter, bam Phoenix, IHL 
N.T. rangers— Assigned Peter Ferrara left 
wing, to Bingham tom, AHL 
NX island Iks— Suspended Kbk Muller, 
centec far tiding to report to the team. Recalled 
Craig Darby, center, from Worcester. AHL Sent 
Grigori Panteleev, left wtng, to Utah, IHL Sent 
Jason Widmer.defensemabto Worcester, AHL 
Recalled NUasAnderasaa left wing, from Utah, 
IHL 

Philadelphia — Assigned Jason Bowen, de- 
fenseman, from Herehey, AHL Recalled Arts 
Briroants and Oamm Rumble, defensemen, 
trom Hershey. 

Washington— Recalled Marlin Getidron. 
right wtng, from Portland, AHL 
Winnipeg— Sent Jason Drig, defenseman, to 
Laval QMJHL 


mid-eastern ATHLETIC CONFERENCE — An- 
nounced ttiaf the contract of commissioner Keg 
Free wm not be renewed after June 3ft 1 99ft 
EL0N— Named Al Seagraves football coach. 
Florida— Suspended Qaneron Davtft defen- 
sive end, raid Santa Primer, wide reariuer, trom 
faolbaflteren bemuse of academic problems. 

Georgia— Aimaunced tried Gten Mason wflt 
not accept the position at foafbofl coach aid wV 
remain the football coach at the UnfvenKy of 
Krmsns. Named Jm Donrexi featball coadL 
Hawaii — Named Watt Kinker offensive Dne 
coach. 

Indiana — Named Steve Striping defensive 
coocdtaator and Jim Muehfing defensive raid 
nose taddes coadL 

LOUISVILLE— Announced Laity Gay, men* 
assistant basketball coach, has been temporal 
■y suspended with pay whBe the school com-' 
piptes nn Internal investigation. ‘ 

miami— Announced the reslgnalkm of Ride 
Pehl defensive ine conch. 

Minnesota— Named Dan Ymawsky defers 
shellnecnach 

morris irown— Named Joe Crosby football 
coach. , 

NORTHERN iLUNDts-Named Joe Novak tod- 
bail coach. 

wns BURCH— Named Joe DAtesaandrls of- 
fensive One cooch * 

rutoers— Named Terry Shea football coadtf 
and signed him to 5-year contract 
SAN FRANCISCO— Announced that freshman 
basketbaS forward Myron Richardson has left 
the team and plans to enroll hr tunbrooOege. \ 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA— Announced that 

Phplan Pounds, football guard, wU not play hi 
the Rase Bawf because of a vioiatton of team 
palcy. 

vtRGWiA tech— E xtended contract of Bto 
Fasten mem basketbafl coadb far 5 yearn. 

Washington— E xtended contract at Jtm 
LambrighL featball coodi, through 1999. 

wtsooKSiN-Announced that Oamefl 
Hoskins, baskriboD guard. Is tearing the uni- 
versfly for pereonof reasons. 


■z ,:5 
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CALVIN AND HOBBES 



LISTEN TO THOSE 6EE5E 
PLYIN6 OVER. .“HONK, 

. HONK, HONK, HONK " _ 
" — 1 


THEV KEEP SAVING THE 
SAME THINS OVER AND OVER.. 
“HONK, HONK, HONK, HONK^ 
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r x — \ /no, i dont\ 
/* Llr '\t EXPECT THE 
)\ GETTYSBURG j 
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SBWEtlWSS AT NEWT 1 XORSTl 
rtWT THINGS AND W&l I 
FAIL ASLffiP. 
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lMNslNE AWFUL POSSIBIUHES 
THAT 'fcWD T®IER EE P1&PARED 
TOC. 



AND ITS HARD 
FffiL COURAGEOUS 
IN LDCfSE-FtmNG, 
DROftSt BEAR 
J MWES . 
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THE FAR SIDE 


Calf of 'the Calf 
byzeek 

X sensed the madman's fear as 
fie opened ihe gate. Xi v»s Mre a 
worn stench in ihe aif — So Ihick you 
could cut H w dh a knife. Suddenly, 

2 felt myself growinj dizzy- -as if 
'■the. fear was some powerful dnjg.The 
entire yard began rpelfnt). And ihen 1 ‘ 
X heard hrs Soft, plump calve 5 begin 
calling t) mt2*. " Zeeeeeee&ek... 
Zeeeeeeeefc" b:fe us, Zeeeeek... 
b ? 1 7 i ! . i i/fi UUUU SSS--- 


BLONDJE 




Creative dog wrBbig 


W£LL, <«C 
ACTUALLY, 

► THIS IS AN 
[EWB26ENCY 
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ART BUCHWALD 


^ Failing Memories 


W ASHINGTON — The 
darkest secret in the lives 
of Americans is that their mem- 
dies are failing. It’s not just an 
age problem — it is something 
every person, regardless of ad- 
vancing years, 
has dealt with. 

We all live in 
fear that some- 
one else will 
find out about 
us, when in 
fact that some- 



Bucbwald 


one can t re- 
member any- 
thing, either. 

I discovered 
this acciden- 
tally at a recent dinner party in 
Georgetown. 

□ 


I blurted out, "I don't seem 
to be able to remember any- 
thing any more. Whenever I 
think of something. I search for 
a pen to write it down, and by 
the time I Red it I have forgotten 
what it was I wanted to remind 


Vermeer Gets Encore 


myself to do. Has anybody seen 
my spoon?” 

Mike Bernstein said. “It 
must be the water. I'm to the 
point where I can't remember 
my wife's name." 

“So?" I asked. 

“I call her Elizabeth when 
her name is . . . Damn, I forgot 
again.” 

□ 

I realized that I had opened a 
can of worms. 

Everybody at the table ad- 
mitted that he or she was losing 
it Until now they also thought 
they were die only ones with the 
problem. 

Rosemary Briggs said, "I 
took my grandchild to Safeway 
the other day and forgot she was 
with me. Her mother was fu- 
rious, particularly when 1 tried 
to explain that it was not my 
fault I had forgotten where I 
left my grocery cart” 

Audrey Scott said. “I don't 
have trouble with people. My 
main problem is I never remem- 
ber where I parked my car." 

□ 


Despite Budget Crisis 

The Associated Press 

W ASHINGTON — The 
exhibit of Johannes Ver- 
meer paintings at the National 
Gallery of Art has reopened, 
using money from a private 
fund to open despite the gov- 
ernment budget crisis. 

The gahery is the second ma- 
jor facility to get a temporary 
reprieve from the shutdown of 
government deparanents due to 
lack of appropriations from 
Congress. The Smithsonian's 
Museum of American History 
also found enough funds to op- 
erate this week. 

“We are able to open the 
Vermeer exhibition, which is a 
very rare event in the annals of 
art history." said Deborah 
Ziska, a spokeswoman for the 
National Gallery. 


No one is certain why people 
are getting like this. 

Helen Gelhard said that she 
read an article that viruses from 
computers were getting into 
people's brains and causing 
memory loss. 

Rosemary Sarsfield said that 
our brains had become over- 
loaded. She confided that she 
finds it impossible to recall 
when is the best time to eat 
oysters, or when to attend her 
daughter's Communion, or if 
both occasions have an "r” in 
them. 

I remarked that this all 
sounded like materia] for a col- 
umn. But by the time I reached 
my desk the next morning, I had 
to call up Liz Stevens to find out 
what our dinner conversation 
had been about. 

She promised that she would 
call me back. 


A Generation Gap Among Chinese Filmmakers 


By Joan Dupont 

Inicnvtiotkil Herald Tribune 


P ARIS — Jiang Wen has been on the town, 
“up till 4 AM, with friends from Beijing, 
talking about all these problems." Placing his 
pack of Marlboros opposite die matchbook on 
the table, he maps out Ms worid view: "Over 
here, you have China, and over there, the 
West.” 

A popular actor. Wen, 32, has been nick- 
named the Chinese Depardieu, certainly as 
much for his bombastic, commandeering style 
as his screen taiems. He won attention in Zhang 
Yimou’s “Red Sorghum” and stardom in a TV 
series called “A Pekingese in New York.” He 
has just presented his first film as director. “In 
the Heat of die Sun," to a packed bouse during 
a Chinese film festival in Paris. 

A bulky figure who barks exclamations to 
hectic body language. Wen sports mean-looking 


political point of view, criticizing or praising 
the regime; they have no real personality.” 

“In the Heat of the Sun” brims with icon- 
oclastic humor — patty-line propaganda is put 
down, parents and teachers are out, love an d sex 
are in, kids triumph. Kinetic zest comes from 
the director’s roller-coaster tempo, and Ms 
young actors. 

“Choosing the actors is 50 percent of a di- 
rector's job. I’ve been an actor for nine years, so 
I know bow to talk to actors. I took five months 

to find them, and then, I shut them up in mfliiary 
barracks for a month of ha-sfc training. I wanted 
them to zead books about the period, dress, talk 
and walk like kids in die *70&. Just like West- 
erners, they had mistaken ideas about the Rev- 
olution, they said ‘Why make a movie about the 
Red Guards and all dial? It’s not f * — * " 


Making a movie that explodes tenets 
at painful ti 


Wen portrays the Cultural 
Revolution as a dawning of 
liberty and self-expression. 


whiskers, an Irish tweed cap, a Ralph Lauren 
turtleneck and blood-red socks. Back from 
shooting in Mongolia, his pate is shaved, which 
makes him look tike a hungry ogre, or his cunent 
incarnation as the first emperor of China 

"Last night, we ate French," be explains, 
"because Chinese restaurants abroad are fake, 
like Chinese films." He thumps his heart with 
his fist. "I'm not an official director, I made my 
movie from here, because I had something to 
sty, not to win prizes. But some filmmakers 
want recognition, and the West wants to show 
compassion and understanding for China — 
those poor Chinese!" 

"In the Heat of the Sun,” adapted from a 
novel by Wang Sfauo, is a midsummer sex 
comedy about teenagers under the Cultural 


Revolution, strikingly different from stately 
historic sagas by Fifth Get 


i Generation directors like 


Zhang and Chen Kaige. 

mere is 


In Wen’s movie there is a dash of Besson 
and Bertolucci, and he portrays the period as a 
dawning of liberty and self-expression. 

“1 was born in '63, and only 10. but I 
understood what was happening. That period 
opened our eyes — communism created a new 
generation, my generation, and the Cultural 
Revolution brought a breath of idealism. Di- 
rectors bom in the '50s make movies from a 


t h a t painful time may be asking for trouble, the 
director concedes. "The censors were embar- 
rassed; they didn’t know how to look at my 
movie because it was new and dangerous, even 
the title scared them — die Cultural Revolution 
is not considered a very sunny period. They 
wanted cuts, and a year later, after more cuts, 
they released it.” 

One of die parts that was cut was his own, 
playing Monkey as an grown man. Like his 
young hero, the director was a rambunctious 
adolescent "Nobody knew what to do with me 
and so they said, maybe the theater?” After high 
school, he auditioned for the Beijing Drama 
Institute. His younger brother, also an actor, 
studied at the cinema school and played in 
Zhang 's “To Live” — “We have very different 
ideas?' he says. His father is a military man, 
"very ordinary,’ ’ and his mother, a professor, is 
a big strong woman — "My father is scared of 
her! That’s where I get my strength.” 

His mother’s father, a landowner, lost ev- 
erything under the Cultural Revolution. “It was 
hard on him, and afterward, nobody made ex- 
cuses. But my grandfather’s story didn't in- 
fluence me. There was injustice on both sides, 
and after, everybody said they were persecuted, 
nobody wanted to say they persecuted others. 
When you have power, power corrupts. In 
China, the professors had enormous power; the 
students rebelled.” 

This is the story he became a filmmaker to 

tell 

He read Edgar Snow's 1937 "Red Star Over 
China” — "a book that taught me a lot. I read 
history for inspiration because I can’t get ev- 
erything from my i maginati on, I need the con- 
crete” — and was impressed by documentaries 
by Antonioni, a director who is usually admired 



Jiang Wen, in striped shirt, during the shooting of “In the Heat oftbe Sun.” , 

which entailed a vast co-production, withfimd-- 


for fiction rather than for reportage. “His doc- 
umentaries were n»re realistic tiian the Chinese 
films: You could bear the voices oftbe students! 
They believed they were dunging the course of 
history; they had an ideaL Not like yoang 
people today who are a little tired.” . 

Wen is identified with, the Sixth Generation of 
Chinese fDmmakm, bid he calls this a con- 
venient label. "A film is an oeuvte.ahd.you have 
to judge the work, not the generation. A lot of 
directors are looking for a helping hand from the 
West. I’d love to make amovie showing how the 
Chinese deceive the West and how Westerners 
this fake idea of C hina What do you 
^ Don’t you think I exaggerate a bit?” 

Of course, he points out, communism came 
from tite West “That’s why I use Weston 
music, from Mascagni's ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’. 
to the Internationale. Some people thought that 
was odd, but it’s normal — r fee Internationale is 
a French song.” 

"In the Heat of the Sun’ 'had a big budget by 
Chinese standards — more than $1 millio n : — . 


France and Germany. The French producer 
Jean-Louis Piel took 1 2 minutes of rushes to the 
Cannes festival and showed them Co Volker 
Schldndorff, director of the Babelsberg Stu- 
dios, who invitedWen to edit in Berlin. 

The film has been a hit at home and abroad, 
but the director doesn’t picture working in other 
. countries; nor does he think his success will: 
mean more freedom, to make another film. 

“Perhaps things, were freer in the ’70s, be-* 
cause the system was overthrown. The Cull 
Revolution was a love stray between Mao and 
Chinese youth. Tome, Mao was not a god, hur 
' a great poet, he created an oeuvre.” 

' Today, there may be the risk of another rev- 
olution, Wen dunks, "because tiierearebig njw 
hotels and karaoke bars, but no fed improve- 
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said cbm; Communist intellectuals were pug- 
nacious, andrmnot afraid to say whatitiimk: It 
may mean problems; hut that’s the .way Jain/V 
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Forecast for Friday through Sunday, as provided by Accu-Wea trier. 
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North America 

Seasonably cold Friday 
through Sinday from Wash- 
ington. D C., lo New York 
City with some sunshine 
each day. Rainy this week- 
end in Houston and New 
Orleans: some ol the rain 
could be heavy. Sunny, 
warm weather Saturday and 
Sunday hi Los Angelas. 


Europe 


Gusty winds and rains will 
lash Lisbon 


Friday and Sat- 
urday while Madrid has a 
few showers. A storm will 
bring a mixture of rain and 
heavy, wet snow to Geneva 
Friday into the weekend. 
London. Paris and Bmsseta 
vrfl be cold at the end ol the 


Asia 

Blustery. coM winds ei Tokyo 
Friday no Saturday: mostly 
sumy and sJfl chily Sunday. 
Tranquil in Beijing Friday 
through Sunday whde Seoul 
has some sunshine each 
day. Showeis and thunder- 
storms each day in Singa- 
pore rrxght be heavy. Flood- 
ing rains in the FMppatea. 


Middle East 


Africa 


Asia 


T«*» 

Tomorrow 
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Tokyo 
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Latin America 

Buenoi Aim 

33*1 
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33*1 
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Caracas 

29 «4 

17*2 pc 

28 *S 

10*4 PC 

L*na 

22/71 

10/66 pc 

22/71 

18*4 PC 

MoncoCSy 

10*4 

am sn 

10*6 

7/44 pc 

RiOOBJansio 

33*1 

34/75 Si 

32/39 

23/73 pc 

Samago 

20*2 

14*7 pc 

29*4 

14*7 pc 

North America 

Anchorage 

-2*9 

-0*2 si 

-3*7 

-11/13 S 

AjJama 

0/43 

■3/27 a 

9/40 

-1*1 8 

Bcowi 

2/35 

-5*4 s 

3 at 

-1*7 pc 

Cnca^i 

-2*9 

■0/10 PC 

-tat 

■sen pc 

Derww 

6/43 

-0/10 S 

am 

-7/20 ■* 


A FTER a home-alone Christmas with- 
out her sous. Princess Diana slipped 
out of Britain for a Caribbean vacation, the 
news agency at London's Heathrow Air- 
port reported. Booked under a false name. 
Diana boarded a scheduled British West 
Indies Airlines plane bound for Antigua. 
She was accompanied by an unidentified 
female companion. Air News reported. 
She had spent Christmas Da y watching 
television ar home on her own, newspapers 
reported. To cheer herself up the next day, 
she visited Susie Or bach, her health ther- 
apist The rest of the royal family, in- 
cluding her estranged husband. Prince 
Charles, and her sons. Prince William 
and Prince Harry, were at Queen Eliz- 
abeth's Sandringham estate in eastern 
England for Christinas. 
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WEEKEND SKI REPORT 



Detnti 

Mtn. 

RffL 

Snow Lost 


Resort 

L 

u 

Pistes 

PWes 

State Snow 

Comments 

Andorra 

Pas da la Casa 

60 

70 

Mr 

Open 

Had 

16712 

My open, some good stoig 

Sofcteu 

20 

GO 

Pea 

Open 

Had 

16*12 

JSe open, oins vasanaUe 

Austria 

teehgl 

30 

110 

Gcod 

Open 

Pa* 

25/12 

6Ks open krniy s/s, iwo stow 

Hmtartux 

25 
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Good 

Cksnd 

Pw5 

27/12 

Id Site cpgrt. superb Pert stony 

KitztxJhei 

25 

70 

Good 

Some 

Pwdr 

27.12 

39 Us open, cottar Mn man 

Lech 

50 

80 

Good 

0pm 

Pedr 

27/12 

3D efts open, superb do, raw anon 

Obwgu/gl 

70 

90 
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Opai 
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22 Ub open most good, som patch 

Saafcach 

30 

a 

Fm 
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V» 
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ai SO «s open more snow knots 
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31 

ao 
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St Anton 

26 
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Lake Louise 
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20 
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Opai 
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at 31 Bta open new mow petf sto 
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10 
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Opai 

Pwd 

27712 
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Courmayeur 
Lhrigno 


Depth 
L U 

X 230 
30 79 

» toe 
S tt 


Mtn. Res. Snow Last 
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Gocd Open Pdd 27712 good sting on mopp ct nns 

G=d Cfcsed Pw* 77712 1323 Ml neat ami good host 

Open Pwk 25712 23)30 Bk com Ptf possWs 


A bizarre 1970 White House encounter 
between Richard Nixon and Elvis Presley 
to discuss the war on drugs has become the 
subject of a book — and it is 61 pages long. 
"The Day Elvis Met Nixon” was written 
by Egil Krogh, the presidential aide who 
served a six-month prison term for his role 
in the Watergate scandaL He was most 
surprised by the big bug Elvis gave die 
president as be left the Oval Office. “I 
thought to myself, this is the last meeting 
they let me schedule, because you don’t 

hug Nixon,” he said. The Reverend 

Bifly Graham says he won’t see Oliver 
Stone’s “Nixon,” the movie about his 
friends Richard and Pat Nixon. He wants 
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10 
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Vat 
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to remember them “as they really were.” 
In a news release be said that "I was with 


the Nixons in both tiie peaks and valleys of 
their lives. The Richard and Plat Nixon that 
I knew served their country with ded i ca ti on 
and distinction for over half a century.” 
Graham used to visit the Nixons at the 
White House and he spoke at their fu- 
nerals. 
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HOLIDAY MAGIC IN MOSCOW — Nadezhda Grachova and Alexander- 
(Jvarov dance in the Bolshoi Ballet’s premiere of “Romeo and 


□ 


after Harding yelled profanities and that 
Smith jumped onto Bob's girlfriend's car. 
Smith said the car hit him. Harding gave 
chase in hex car and at one point his car was 
rammed. Bob said. Harding said the fracas 
is “a r e memb r an ce I don’t want to have of 
my wedding.” ; 


formance in “The Nutcracker” ballet 

babysit their six-month-old nephew Jtir.. Vl 3 V • 


Zachary Rodham. Zachary's parents are of t-Z'j.]' 
onV brother 7 ' v 
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Tonya Harding's wedding went off 
without a hitch, but the aftermath has been 
anything btn a honeymoon. After an am- 

weddmg to^MichaeJ Smith sold a picture 
of the newlyweds to The Oregonian for 
$100. Harding complained that the picture 
invalidated her $10,000 contract with The 
Globe. The amateur photographer, who 
was identified by The Oregonian ooly as 
Bob, a 26-year-old who was a guest of a 
relative of a bridesmaid, said that he left 


Tony Rodham, Mrs. Clinton 
and Nicole Boxer Rodham, daughter of 
Senator Barbara Boxer- of Galtibmia,' 
Chelsea, IS, .has. danced, with the Wash- 
ington School of Ballet in the annual; 
Nutcracker holiday production for several 
Former President Francois -Mitter~ years. - - - ' 

rand of France, ailing from prostate can- 


SsBfjs 


Ma 


□ 


cer, has been sightseeing in southern 
Egypt, residents reported. Mitterrand, 79, 
arrived in Aswan on Sunday to spend 
Christmas and the New Year, as he has 
done for several years. 


□ 



□ 

BUI and Hillary Rodham 
missed their daughter Chelsea' 


AT&T USADirect* and 
World Connect* Service lets you 
quickly place calls to the U.S. 
and over 205 countries on your 
own. Just dial the AT&T Access 
Number for tbs country you’re call- 
ing from listed below, then follow 
foe race prompts. Your call will get 
through fasL 


EUROPE 


Airaentat... 8014111 

AosWrm 822 - 903-711 

Belgium* 0 - 800 - 100-10 

Bulgaria. 00 - 1008-0010 

Crraflat* S 0 -S 85-4288 
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Matota 

...§ 880 - 000-110 
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19-0811 

KefteHamls* 

.... 06 - 022-9111 

Konwv._ 

800 - 190-11 

Pafaatff- - 00010 - 480-8111 

Portuoalt 

.. . 05817 - 1^88 

Romania* 

.... 01 - 808-4288 

RBstia*t(Mosc 8 w).. 

.......... 155-5042 

ShwrtRejfc' 

.. 00 - 428-08101 

Spate* 

^. 980 - 99 - 08-11 

SwbUm 

.... 020 - 795-811 

SwtaariamT 

— 155 - 08-11 

Tottey* 

, 00 - 800-12277 

Ubahat 

80100-11 


Hank Williams Jr. is .among die big 

stars on the bUl at the 20th fflonual Jamboree q'v--- . 

in tiie Hills, called “The Swiff Bowl of - ; 

Country Music.” Also scheduled to 5 ^- • 

form at the four-day festival in Yqi^"- 

Wheeling. WeaVfrgiiiia, are Merle Hag-^fu r- : - 

n Clinton gard, tiie Oak Ridge Boys, “Dnl J* Tucka*. J ^ q. -v 
.*« last per- and Mary Chapin Carpenter. - • ^nn \ * : - - 

4&S*? ' J - 

~ " 


WHOLE EAST 
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8800 * 89*0011 
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lmyConr_ 

80 - 111-11 

Kanjet- 
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ATST Access Numbers for countries ia the AjiaA^dfic region are listed daOyhr the Asian edition of ■ [ 




■qUOtanraHiertaw. OMmltaiHt OOOmfcialltaataqipMlsplw^, 












